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AFGHANI STAN: MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER TO PRES!DENT BREZHNEVY,

| HAVE BEEN PROFOUNDLY DISTURBED AT RECENT DEVELOPMENTS [N
AFGHANI STAN. THE LARGE SCALE DEPLOYMENT OF SOVLET TROOPS HAS
COINCIDED WITH A COUP LED BY SOMEONE WHO HAD BEEN ABSENT FROM
AFGHANI STAN, LIVING IN EASTERN EUROPE FOR OVER A YEAR, AND WHO
RETURNED TO THE COUNTRY AT THE SAME TIME AS THE ARRIVAL OF THE
SOVIET TROOPS. ‘ :

| HAVE
THE FORE! G
SOVIET EMBA
ASSERTION T
AFGHAN GOVER

£ STATEMENT BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT
MMONWEALTH OFFICE L“*F O 27 DECEMBER
S ONDON AND AM FRANKLY PUZZLED BY THE
4 VIET WAS AT THE INVITATION OF THE
W COJ?PU ENT WAS OMNLY
ANNOUNCED ¢ " SOVIET ACTION 1S
© JUSTIFIED 1 . £ UN CHARTER, THERE 13 '
4O EVIDENCE Of hf' Hoy E AWARE TO SUBSTANTIATE CHARGE
QUTSI DE | NTERFE E AFFAIRS OF AFGHANISTAN. TH
COUNTRY WHICH HAS INVOLVED | TSELF IN RECENT YEARS | AfaHAV
INTERNAL PROBLEMS IS THE SOVIET UNION.
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IT RS CLEAR 'THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS SOUGH A PRETEXT TO
IMPOSE ITS WILL ON A SMALLER NE!ISHBOUR, AND WHAT YOU ACDMIT TO BE
OPEN SOVIET MILITARY INTERVEUTION [N THE AFFAIRS OF AKOTHER
I NDEPENDENT COUNTRY HAS BEEN UNDERTAKEN Wi THOUT ANY MANDATE FROM
THE AFGYAN PEOPLE AS A WHOLE. | BELIEVE THAT TdE PEOPLE OF
AFGHANI STAN HAVE A RIGHT TO CHOOSE THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT Wl THOUT
QUTS! DE I NTERFERENCE. RECENT SOVIET ACTION APFEARS TO LIMIT THES
FREEDOM, | SHOULD WELCOME YOUR ASSURAHCE THAT ALL SCVIET TROOPS
WILL BE WITHDRAWH AT A VERY EARLY DATE, LEAVING THE AFGHAN PEOFLE
TO- DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE,

CARRINGTON

[COPIES SENT 70 NO 10 DOWKING STREET]
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