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NORTHERN IRELAND : CONSULTATIVE DOCUMENT 

GARRETyAi<.-<t 5 F ITZGERALDr i K U L r . f i u y CAME TO SEE Mb,  AT H I S REQUEST, AT  #w ,«

HOME ON THE EVENING OF 2 4 NOVEMBER. HE HAD, HE S A I D , TWO 


" I N F O R M E D SUGGESTIONS ' ' WHICH HE ASKED ME TO BRING TO YOUR 


ATTENTION AND TO THAT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN 


IRELAND. SINCE HE HAS LONG BEEN A FRIEND AND SUPPORTER OF JOHN 

HUME, WAS IN TOUCH WITH HIM FROM 2 2 - 2 4 NOVEMBER AND SAW BR ID ROGER 

ON 24 NOVEMBER, IN D U B L I N , IT IS L I K E L Y THAT THEY PROBABLY 

OR I G I MATED WITH HUME. 

" I N F O R M A L S U G G E S T I O N S " ARE THAT :2. THE 

,IN HUME'S POSIT ION AFTER HE BECOMES 
( A ) IN ORDER TO SHORE UP 

iE W I L L , IT IS RALD ASSUMES 
LEADER OF THE SDLP, 

3E RECEIVED 3Y T H £ PR I Ml EST IMPORTANCE THAT HUME OF THE G RE ATI 
ATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND: 

AND BY THE 

( B ) THE AGENDA OF THE CONFERENCE ON THE DOCUMENT D C 

SO - W I D E N E D " AS TO ENABLE THE SDLP TO P A R T U  S WITHC 

AL IENAT ING PAISLEY TO THE POINT WHEN, HE WOULD REFUSE TO 

/si IU;i. 




A L I E N A T I N G P A R L E  Y T O T H E P O I N T W H E R E H E W O U L D R E F U S E T O 

A T T E N D , 

i f . 
3 . T H E B A C K G R O U N D T O T H I S I S A S F O L L O W S , A C C O R D I N G T O F I T Z G E R A L D , 

O V E R T H E P A S T F E N Y E A R S , B E C A B U E O F T H E " P O L I T I C A L V A C U U M * ' I N 

N O R T H E R ; ; I R E L A N D ( A F A M I L I A R T H E M E O F F I T Z G E R A L D ) T H E S D L P 

H A D S H I F T E D T H E I R P O S I T I O N S O T H A T M U C H M O R E E M P H A S I S H A D B E E N L A I D 

B Y T H A T P A R T Y UPON T H E I R I S H D I H E N S I O N  ̂ ^ / V C / V y x ^ — 

22 (XpfSJU 2 0 C f i  ̂ M  T W A S T H E R E F O R E E S S E N T I A L 

T O S U P P O R T HUME A N D N O T H I N G C O U L D B E M O R E C A L C U L A T E D T O A C H I E V E 

T H A T T H A N H I S BEING R E C E I V E D B Y T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R . F I T Z G E R A L D K N E W 

T H A T MALLON H A D I.\ T E N D E D T O S E E M E S S R S L Y N C H A N D 0 '  K E N N E D Y O N 

2 3 N O V E M B E R IN D U B L I N ( M Y T E L E C O N W I T H N E W I N G T C N T H A T D A Y I N F O R M I N G 

H I M T H A T D E S P I T E P R E S S R E P O R T S T H E T A O I S E A C H A N D 0 * K E N N E D Y W O U L D 

N O T S E E H I M ) B U T H A D B E E N S T O P P E D F R O M D O I N G 3 0 B Y H U M E ( W I T H 

S O M E A S S I S T A N C E F R O M F I T Z G E R A L D ) W H O T E L E P H O N E D T H E T A O I S E A C H ' S 

O F F I C E T O S A Y T H A T M A L L O N D I D N O T R E P R E S E N T T H E S D L P A N D I T W O U L D 

T H E R E F O R E B E Q U I T E W R O N G F O R H I M T O B E S E E N B Y M R L Y N C H A N D M R 

0 ' K E N N E D Y . H E D I D N O T , S O F A R A S I K N O W , S E E E I T H E R , T H O U G H H E 

D I D M E E T T H E T A O I S E A C H ' S M I N I S T E R O F S T A T E , M I C H A E L W O O D S , A C C O R D I N G 

T O T H E P R E S S . «. j* •. — 

ONE D I F F I C U L T Y WAS, ACCORDING TO F ITZGERALD, THAT .MR ..UYNCH .4. 

AMD THE DFA WERE OUT OF TOUCH WITH THE SDLP. HUME HAD BEEN THE 

REAL LEADER FOR SOME T I M E : NOT GERRY F I T T . BUT BOTH THE I R I S H 

GOVERNMENT AND HMG HAD DEALT WITH F I T T AND HAD NOT TAKEN PROPERLY 

INTO ACCOUNT THE VIEWS CF HUME, F I T T HAD BEEN AM EXCELLENT MAN 

IN WESTMINSTER TERMS BUT HE DID NOT FULLY REPRESENT THE VIEwS OF THE 

St DP. R E L A T I O N BETWEEN LYNCH AND HOME HAD SEEN BAD FOR A LONG 

T I M E . HE HAD T R I E D TO ACT AS A GO-BETWEEN. THE I M P L I C A T I O N HERE 

W A 3 THAT WHEN FITZGERALD RAN THE DFA, THINGS WERE MUCH BETTER 

GO FAR AS CONTACTS WITH THE SDLP .-,ERE CQHCERHtU. I THINK THAT 

IS PROBABLY CORRECT, ROTH GOVERNMENTS WERE THEREFORE OUT OF 

TOUCH WITH DEVELOPMENTS IN THAT PARTY, I DISPUTED T H I S BO FAR AS 

HMG WERE CONCERNED, 

5. ON THE CONFERENCE, FITZGERALD SAID HE HAD THOUGHT, WHEN 

HE F IRST READ THE CONSULTATIVE DOCUMENT THAT THE 3 C L P SHOULD ATTEND. 

HE S T I L L THOUGHT SO. HOWEVER, HE BELIEVED THEY WOULD NOT, INDEED 

COULD NOT, BECAUSE THE I R I S H DIMENSION SEEMED TO BE EXCLUDED 

FROM CONSIDERATION. MOREOVER, THE SOSNI HAD S A I D HE WOULD RULE • 

" G U T OF O R D E R " ANY DISCUSSION OF THE I R I S H DIMENSION AND THAT 


HAD PUT THE " T I N H A T " ON THINGS. I POINTED OUT TO HIM WHAT MR 




au r U T THE " T I  N HAT' * ON THINGS, I POINTED OUT TO RIM WHAT /in 

ATK'INS HAD SA ID IN REPLY TO SUPPLEMENTARIES, ON 22 NOVEMBER AND HE 

SAID THAT HE ACCEPTED THAT BUT COMMENTED THAT THAT 

REFERRED TO RELATIONS WITH THE REPUBLIC (NEXT WORD UNDERLINED) 

AFTER A REPRESENTATIVE BODY HAD BEEN ELECTED. SOMETHING HAD TO BE 

DONE TO INTRODUCE THE I R I S H DIMENSION AT THE CONFERENCE. HOW 

TO DO I T ? HE RECOGNISED THAT P A I o L E Y , WHOSE OVERRIDING INTEREST 

WAS POWER, SHOULD fJOT EE ALIENATED BUT HUME, WHO WANTED TO ATTEND 

THE CONFERENCE AND TO NEGOTIATE A SOLUTION SHOULD SOMEHOW BE BROUGHT 

TO THE TABLE. WOULD IT NOT BE P 0 S S I 3 L E TO " W I D E N  " ThE AGENDA, 

HAVING , SAY, ANOTHER ITEM, CALLED " O T H E R M A T T E R S " , WHICH 

COULD BE TAKEN TO COVER THE I R I S H DIMENSION? HE D ID NOT BEL IEVE I T 

WAS BEYOND THE CAPACITY OF THE FCO AND NIO O F F I C I A L S , FOR BOTH OF 

WHOME HE SAID HE HAD THE GREATEST ADMIRATION, TO PRODUCE A FORM­

ULATION WHICH WOULD ATTRACT HUME AND NOT REPEL P A I S L E Y . HE THOUGHT 

IT IMPORTANT THAT HUME SHOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF DISCUSSING 

THIS WITH THE PRIME M I N I S T E R . SOMETHING USEFUL COULD COME OUT OF 

SUCH A MEETING. 

6 . ON THE DOCUMENT I T S E L F , FITZGERALD SAID HE THOUGHT THE 

" W E I G H T E D V O T I N G " CONCEPTS IN SOME MODELS SHOULD INTEREST THE 

SDLP BUT THAT PARTY APPEARED TO THINK THAT THE DOCUMENT CAME DOWN 

HEAVILY ON THE SIDE OF THE MAUORITY. HE HIMSELF D ID NOT THINK 

THAT WAS SO. I STRESSED THE F L E X I B I L I T Y OF HMG'S APPROACH IN THAT 

CONTEXT AND IN OTHERS DURING THE CONVERSATION. 

7 . I UNDERTOOK TO CONVEY HIS VIEWS TO YOU. 

8 . THE ONLY COMMENTS THAT I THINK SHOULD BE VENTURED FROM 

DUBLIN ARE A S F O L L O W S , FITZGERALD CLEARLY ATTACHED GREAT IMPORT­

ANCE TO H IS APPROACH TO ME. HE WANTS THE CONFERENCE TO TAKE PLACE 

WITH THE SDLP P A R T I C I P A T I N G . HE I S , AS YOU KNOW, HIGHLY 

INTELL IGENT, SOPHISTICATED IN H IS P O L I T I C A L VIEWS* VERY WELL VERSED 

IN NORTHERN IRELAND AFFAIRS , WITH MANY CONTACTS IN THE NORTH AND 

HE IS 100 PERCENT AGAINST V IOLENCE. OF COURSE, HE HAS H I S OWN 

AXES TO GRIND AND I CANNOT ENTIRELY EXCLUDE THE P O S S I B I L I T Y THAT 

AT SOME STAGE HE MIGHT, FOR H IS OWN P O L I T I C A L PURPOSES, REVEAL 

OUR CONVERSATION. HE RESPECTS MS LYNCH AND HAS ALWAYS TOLD ME THAT 

THE L A T T E R ' S HEART IS IN THE RIGHT PLACE SO FAR AS NORTHERN IRELAND 

AND ANGLO- IR ISH AFFAIRS ARE CONCERNED. I THINK H I S INFLUENCE WITH 

THE SDLP IS AT PRESENT MORE S I G N I F I C A N T THAN MR LYNCH'S# 

9 . PLEASE SEE ALSO TELELETTER FROM STAPLES TO GEE NIO uuLFAT 

(COPIED TO NEW INGTON R I D ) REPORTING THE FORMER'S CONVERSATION 

WITH PADDY HARTE, ON 23 p " " — -* 

N0VEM3*  D - I I M J i i t  P n I A T  P 

HAYDON 


