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MY TELELGRAM NO 1081: OCCUPATION OF THE EMEASSY

1. AS REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT EY TELEPHONE, THE EMBASSY
COMPOUND %AS ATTACKED AT 1740 LAST NIGHT. ARMED INTRUDERS CAME
OVER THE WALL IN SEVERAL PLACES AND RAPIDLY OCCUPIED THE HCUSES
OF THE STAFF. THEY FCRCED THEIR WAY INTO THE CHANCERY ZUILDING
THROUGH A FIRST FLOOR % IMDOW AND TOOK POSSESSICN OF THE EBUILDING.

2, THE INTRUDERS WERE A CONMPOSITE GROUP OF '’ MOSLEM STUDENTS
e — e

FOLLOWING THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 1AM *' ( THE EFODY CURRENTLY

CCCUPY ING THE ARE EanaaY), REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS AND

KOMITEH GUARDS W MED TC LE OCCUPYING |IT FOR OUR PROTECTION,

THE ATTACK WAS ON( MANY OF THE KCMITEH GUARDS
INVOLVED HAD BEE STING THE POLICE WHO WERE GUARDING US
DURING THE

THE




o

THAT THEY WISHED TO SCRUTIMIZE OUR DOCUMENTS ALD COMBSUNICATIONS

“SYSTEM. AFTER THEY HAD ESTABLISHED THAT THERE WERE NO PLOTS
BEING MOUNTED FROM THE EMBASSY (GP UNDEC) , WE SHOULD 1O SCUET BE
ALLOWED TO GC FREE. THEY CLAIMED THAT THIS WAS IN CONFORIMITY WITH
THE LINE LAID DOWN BY THE IMAM. AFTER PRCLONGED NEGOTIATIONS,
DURING WHICH THE TWO MENEERS OF THE STAFF WHO WERE INSIDE THE
SECURE ZOME AND INSTRUCTED THEM TO COME CUT AFTER CARRING OUT

THE NECESSARY DESTRUCTION CF OUR CYPHERS. THE DEFENCE SECTION
WAS NOT ENTERED. WE THEN ALLOWED THE IMTRUCERS TO INSPECT

THE COMMUNICATIONS OFFICES, THE CHANCERY REGISTRY, AND THE

STROKG ROO!M, ALTHOUGH WE SUCCEEDED IN RE-— LOCKING THE STRONG ROCH
IMMED JATE AFTER THE VISUAL INSPECTION, THE SUB=-REGISTRY WAS

NOT ENTERED., THUS NO SERIQUS EREACH OF SECURITY OCCURRED.

THE COKNF IDENTIAL AREA WAS THEN COMPLETELY EVACUATED AND WE

WENT UNDER ESCORT TO MY HOUSE. THE WIVES AND OTHER MEMBERS OF
THE STAFF HAD BEEN PERMITTED TO CONGRZGATE THERE AT OQOUR REQUEST
UNDER SUPERVISION OF THE INTRUDERS. THE INTRUDERS TRIED TO
PREVENT US USING TELEPHOMES DURING THIS PERIOD LUT WE MANAGED TO
GET CERTAIN MESSAGES CGUT TO GCLHAX AND TO JOURNMNALISTS AND OTHERS
WHO HAD BEEN ALLOWED INTO THE FERDOWS| COMPOUND.

L, THE FIRST SECRETARY ( COMMERCIAL) AT GOLMAK SUCCEEDED 1IN
DELIVERING A TELEPHONED PROTEST TO THE DUTY OFFICER IN THE

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN THE GENERAL TERMS
TELEGRAM REPORTED BY TELEPHONE FRCM THE DEPARTMENT.
ALSO THE STAFF IN GOLHAK REMAINED IN ACTIVE CCHMMUNICATION WITH
OTHER EMBASSIES ALOUT IMETHOCDS OF NEGOTIATING OUR RELEASE.
OFFERS OF HELP OVER COMMUNICATIONS WERE MADE BY THE NEW ZEALAND
DANISH AND AUSTRALIAN EMBASSIES. THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR REPORTED
THAT HE HAD SPOKEN TO TAEATABAIE ( DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND

SMAN) WHO HAD SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS POWERLESS
TO KELP. A MEMBER OF THE STAFF, WHO WAS LATER CONFINED IN FERDOWS |,
ALSO "ANAGED, PEFORE ENTERING THE COMPCUND, TO CONTACT AYATOLLAH
NOUR| AND THE PRIME MINISTER’S COFFICE.

5. AT ABCUT 2230, WHILE WE WERE TRYING TO NEGOTIA}E THE RETURN
OF THE STAFF TO THEIR HOUSES ( THE INTRUDERS HAD MADE A LIST

CF THE \FF AND WERE AT ONE STAGE INTENDING NOT TO ALLOW ANYONE
OUT OF MY HOUS WE THEN CONDUCTED A JOINT INSPECTION CF THE
BUILDING, AFTER WHICH THEY ASKED US TO AGREE A JOINT STATEMENT

( TEXT BY BAG), YHICH CONFIRMED THAT THE EMBASSY HAD BEEN HANDED
EACK AND THAT THE STAFF WERE WELL, WHILE ALSO MENTIONING THE
ALLEGED MOTIVES OF THE INTRUDERS. ( IN FACT, THEY LEFT BY BUS

| ‘ IATELY AFE 1'." VACLIAT NG THE OFFICES THOUCH THEY SAID TURY




ALLECED MOTIVES OF THE INTRUDERS, ( IN FACT, THEY LEFT BY BuS
FWEDIATELY AFTER EVACUATING THE CFFICES THOUGH THEY SAID THEY
WERE PATROLLING OUTSIDE THE COIPQUND WALL).

€. THE INTRUDERS WERE IN FRECUENT DISPUTE AMONG THZMSELVES AEOUT
THE LINE TO BE FOLLOYZD, ONE GROUP CLEARLY WANTED TO STEAL

CUR FILES, PHOTOGRAPH OUR COMMUNICATICNS AND ESTABLISH NEFARICUS
MOTIVIES FOR OUR ACTIVITY HERE. EQUALLY, IT WAS CONTINUALLY
REITERATED THAT THE [NTRUDERS WERE PROTECTING US AGAINST
COUNTER-REVOLUTIONAR I CS AND/OR LEFTISTS, THIS, AND THE EVIDENTLY
CONCERTED MATURE OF THE ATTACK, HAS LED US TO SPECULATE THAT
FOLLOWING THE ACTION OF THE MOSLEM STUDENT GROUP AGAINST

THE US EMBASSY ( THIS ELEMENT WAS THE MOST HOSTILE AFIOMGST CUR
INTRUDERS ), THE REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS INSISTED ON A JOINT
OPERATION HERE. THE “MOTIVE FOR WITHDRAWL 1S UNCLEAR., T WAS
VERY HARD TC GET THE INTRUDSRS TO DISCUSS THEIR RESPECTIVE

KROLES AND MOTIVES. IT IS LIKELY THAT THE RELIGIOUS

LEADERSHIP DECIDED THAT IT WAS GOING TCO FAR TO OCCUPY CUR
EMBASSY GIVEN THE PROGLEMS THAT THS SE|ZURE OF THE US EMBASSY

IS NOW CAUSING ( AND THERE WAS NO REASON FOR TAKING BRITISH
HOSTAGES). THIS AND THE STATEMENT BY AHMAD KHCMEINT ( MY TUR)
MAY HAVE LED TO ORDERS TO THE REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS TG HAND

PACK THE PREMISES AND EASE OUT THE MNOSLEM STUDENTS - THEY MAY
HAVE BEEN INTENDING THE LATTER IN ANY CASE AFTER THE AGREED
FORCING AND INSPECTION OF OUR PREMISES.

AN IRANIAN JOURNALIST ASKED THE ?' STUDENTS’?® TO SHOW THIER
STUDENT’S IDENTITY CARDS BUT THEY COULD NOT PRODUCE EVEN ONE
EXCLAMATICON MARK.,

7. | AM DELIVERING A PROTEST NOTE TO THE MFA AT 12.30 TODAY.,

8. THROUGHOUT THE EPISODE, ALTHOUGH THERE WERE THREATS TO
USE FORCE TO OBLIGE US TO OPEN DCORS, NO PERSONAL VIOLENCE
WAS OFFERED TO ANY MEMEERS OF THE STAFF AND THE WOMEN AND
CHILDREN WERE GIVEN DUE COURTESY. UNFORTUNATELY, THEFTS OF
INDIVIDUALS® PRQPERTY ARE NOW COMING TO LIGHT FROM CERTAIN
OF THE HOUSES., WE ARE PURSUING THIS
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