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FALKLAND ISLANDS: THE BRITISH CASE

1. Please refer to correspondence resting with my Lletter
of 3 September. Research Department have now completed
their paper (on which we werc consulted while it was in
draft) and I enclose a copy.

2. Our original intention had been, as you suggested

in your letter of 20 August, to produce a classified paper
and an accompanying sanitised version for use with suitable
contacts. However, the nature of the paper and its
conclusions have led us to decide to have the whole classified
secret and not to produce any companion unclassified paper.
The facts would seem to be that our tase rests almost antirely
on 148 years cf continuous settlement, and that while the

Law Officers have previously been relatively certain that tnis
would be sufficient in international lLaw to uphold our claim,
there is clearly some risk in putting the contention to the
test, particularly given the probable in-built anti-colonial
bias of most of the international institutions which might be
involved if the case went to arbitration.

3. This paper, then, is for the information of you and
your staff only: I do not need to stress how potentially
damaging the consequences would be if the Argentines came to
suspect that we doubted our ability to justify our claim to
sovereignty betore 1833.

!

&, As it nacpens, Research Department have 2lso discovered
a Foreign O0ffice minute of 1911 setting out the weaknesses
of our c¢claim, .nich has somenow fTouna 1Ts way through the
safety net ana into the Public Record O0ffice. Apparently 1its
nature is clazriy apparent from the index. I enclcse a copy.
We must keeo cur fingers crossed that the Argentines do not
T3<e it into trneir neads to start nunting ardound in tha PRO.
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