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CALL ON THE PRIME MINISTER BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF SRI LANKA 

MR. R. PREMADASA, AT 10 DOWNING STREET ON 19 JULY 1979 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r o f S r i L a n k a , Mr. Premadasa, c a l l e d on 

t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r a t No.10 on 19 J u l y a t 1730. He was 

accompanied by h i s w i f e - who was e x p e c t e d t o t a k e h e r l e a v e 

a f t e r a few m i n u t e s b u t i n t h e e v e n t remained f i r m l y e n s c o n c e d 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e d i s c u s s i o n , by t h e S r i Lankan H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r 

and by h i s P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y Mr. V/eerakoon. The F o r e i g n and 

Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y and Mr. C o r t a z z i were p r e s e n t . The 

f o l l o w i n g i s a summary o f t h e main p o i n t s w h i c h a r o s e d u r i n g 

an hour's d i s c u s s i o n . 


CHGM 


N o t i n g t h a t b o t h she and Mr. Premadasa w o u l d be a t t e n d i n g 

t h e i r f i r s t Commonwealth Heads o f Government m e e t i n g , t h e P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she e x p e c t e d t h e main v a l u e o f t h e m e e t i n g 

a t L u s a k a t o l i e i n t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s w h i c h i t p r o v i d e d f o r 

p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t between t h e Heads o f Government t a k i n g p a r t ; an 

atmosphere o f warmth and u n d e r s t a n d i n g c o u l d be h e l p f u l i n r e s o l v i n g 

p r o b l e m s a f t e r t h e m e e t i n g was o v e r . The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t 

a l t h o u g h S o u t h e r n A f r i c a n i s s u e s w o u l d c l e a r l y be h i g h on t h e agenda 

a t L u s a k a , t h e y s h o u l d n o t dominate i t  : t h e r e were m a j o r p r o b l e m s 

i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d w h i c h needed t o be d i s c u s s e d . The 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r a s k e d Mr. Premadasa i f he p l a n n e d t o make a m a j o r 

i n t e r v e n t i o n h i m s e l f . Mr. Premadasa t o l d t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r t h a t 

he had a l r e a d y c i r c u l a t e d a p o s i t i o n p a p e r on t h e q u e s t i o n o f 

Commonwealth c o - o p e r a t i o n i n t h e f i e l d o f urban development. 

T h e r e was i n Sout h A s i a a s e r i o u s s h o r t a g e o f a r c h i t e c t s , u r b an 

p l a n n e r s and a l s o o f b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . He hoped t h a t i  t w o u l d 

be p o s s i b l e t o a c h i e v e some p o o l i n g o f t h e Commonwealth's r e s o u r c e s 

i n t h i s f i e l d . 


R h o d e s i a 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r a s k e d Mr. Premadasa how h i s Government 

v i e w e d t h e p r o b l e m o f R h o d e s i a . Mr. Premadasa r e c a l l e d t h a t 

R h o d e s i a h a d been d i s c u s s e d a t t h e l a s t m e e t i n g o f t h e N o n - A l i g n e d 

i n Colombo. The S r i Lankan Government wanted democracy t o p r e v a i l 

and f o r t h e r i g h t s o f m i n o r i t i e s , as w e l l as t h o s e o f t h e m a j o r i t y , 


/ t o b e 




t o be p r o t e c t e d . S r i Lanka w i s h e d t o see f a i r p l a y . Mr. Premadasj 

t h e n r e a d o u t , f r o m a t y p e d c a r d , t h e f u l l t e x t o f t h e r e l e v a n t 

d e c i s i o n o f t h e C o - o r d i n a t i n g B u r e a u o f t h e N o n - A l i g n e d , w h i c h 

denounced B i s h o p Muzorev/a's " i l l e g a l " r egime and e x p r e s s e d f u l l 

s u p p o r t f o r t h e P a t r i o t i c F r o n t . The P r i m e M i n i s t e r commented 

t h a t t h i s r e s o l u t i o n w o u l d seem t o i n d i c a t e more i n t e r e s t ­
i n s u p p o r t i n g t e r r o r i s m t h a n i n democracy. 


N o n - A l i g n e d Movement . 


The F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y s a i d t h a t t h e UK 

and o t h e r w e s t e r n Governments were d e e p l y c o n c e r n e d by t h e 

i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e i n c l u s i o n o f Cuba and V i e t n a m i n t h e Non-

A l i g n e d Movement. I t was i m p o r t a n t t h a t d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r i e s , 

s u c h as S r i L a n k a , s h o u l d keep a v e r y s h a r p eye on t h e a c t i v i t i e s 

o f t h e s e c o u n t r i e s and on t h e f u t u r e c o u r s e o f e v e n t s i n t h e 

Movement. The Cuban c l a i m t h a t n o n - a l i g n m e n t c o u l d b e e q u a t e d 

w i t h s u p p o r t f o r t h e S o v i e t U n i o n was a dangerous c o n c e p t . The 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r a g r e e d and s a i d t h a t t h i s p o s i t i o n was u n h e l p f u l 

t o t h e g e n u i n e l y n o n - a l i g n e d c o u n t r i e s . The f a c t was t h a t t h e 

Cubans were v e r y much a l i g n e d and a c t e d as p r o x i e s f o r t h e 

R u s s i a n s . 


S r i Lankan A f f a i r s 


Mr. Premadasa t o l d t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r t h a t , d e s p i t e 

c o n t i n u i n g p r o p a g a n d a about S r i L anka's concnmity p r o b l e m s , t h e s e 

p r o b l e m s had i n f a c t c e a s e d t o e x i s t as a r e s u l t o f measures 

w h i c h t h e Government had t a k e n . The T a m i l l a n g u a g e was now 

embodied i n t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n and t h e r e was o n l y one c l a s s 

o f c i t i z e n i n S r i Lanka. A s m a l l s e c t i o n o f t h e T a m i l community 

n e v e r t h e l e s s c o n t i n u e d t o demand a s e p a r a t e s t a t e , d e s p i t e t h e 

f a c t t h a t t h i s i d e a was u n p o p u l a r even w i t h i n t h e T a m i l community 

as a w h o l e . The t e r r o r i s t a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e N a x a l i t e s 

c o n t i n u e d t o be t r o u b l e s o m e and t h e S r i Lankan Government were 

p r e p a r i n g a n t i - t e r r o r i s t l e g i s l a t i o n w h i c h had been v i r t u a l l y 

c o p i e d f r o m t h e UK's P r e v e n t i o n o f T e r r o r i s m A c t . 


Mr. Premadasa t o l d t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r t h a t t h e S r i L a n k a n 

economy was on t h e u p - t u r n , f o l l o w i n g t h e Government's r e l a x a t i o n 

o f t h e r i g i d s t a t e c o n t r o l s imposed by t h e p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

t h e s e had s i m p l y b r e d c o r r u p t i o n . The c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y and 

a g r i c u l t u r e were now booming. S r i L a n k a was keen t o a t t r a c t 

investment f r o m t h e UK and c o u l d o f f e r f o r e i g n i n v e s t o r s v e r y 

a t t r a c t i v e c o n d i t i o n s . The S r i Lankan Government was g r a t e f u l 

f o r t h e a s s i s t a n c e w h i c h t h e UK, t h e FRG and Sweden b a d p r o v i d e d 

f o r t h e M a h a w e l i power and i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t : i  f t h i s p r o j e c t 

s u c c e e d e d , i  t w o u l d c o n s t i t u t e a m a jor b r e a k t h r o u g h f o r t h e 

economy o f S r i Lanka. The P r i m e M i n i s t e r made i  t c l e a r t o 

Mr. Premadasa t h a t t h e Government were h a v i n g t o t a k e a v e r y h a r d 

l o o k a t UK a i d programmes as p a r t o f t h e i r d r i v e t o r e d u c e p u b l i c 

e x p e n d i t u r e . Mr. Premadasa r e f e r r e d t o d e l a y s i n t h e p r o v i s i o n 

o f UK a s s i s t a n c e f o r t h e V i c t o r i a Dam scheme and e x p r e s s e d t h e 

s t r o n g hope t h a t t h i s w o u l d n o t f a l l v i c t i m t o any c u t s w h i c h t h e 

B r i t i s h Government were making i n t h e i r a i d programme. 


/ A t t h e 




A t t h e end o f t h e d i s c u s s i o n Mr. Premadasa i n v i t e d t h e 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r t o pay a v i s i t t o S r i Lanka as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

The P r i m e M i n i s t e r t h a n k e d him and s a i d t h a t t h i s was a t e m p t i n g 

o f f e r w h i c h she w o u l d b e a r i n mind. 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n H a l l (HM T r e a s u r y ) , 
Tom H a r r i s (Department of Trad e ) and M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 

S tephen W a l l , E s q . ,

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 



