
PRIME MINISTER 


Meeting w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d d ' E s t a i n g 


You t o l d L o r d C a r r i n g t o n l a s t week t h a t you c o u l d agree i n 


p r i n c i p l e t o t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t you might pay a s h o r t v i s i t t o 


P a r i s , b e f o r e t h e me e t i n g o f t h e European C o u n c i l i n S t r a s b o u r g 


(21/22 June), f o r an i n t r o d u c t o r y m e e t i n g w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d . 


P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d t o o k t h e i n i t i a t i v e , when H.M. Ambassador 


i n P a r i s c a l l e d on him on 10 May t o p r e s e n t h i s c r e d e n t i a l s , i n 


s u g g e s t i n g t h a t you m i g h t do t h i s . The French envisage t h a t you 


m i g h t a r r i v e i n P a r i s one morning, have a s e s s i o n o f t a l k s w i t h 


P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d b e f o r e l u n c h , c o n t i n u e them f o r a s h o r t t i m e 


a f t e r l u n c h i  f necessary and t h e n r e t u r n t o London i n t h e l a t e 


a f t e r n o o n . The dates w h i c h t h e French would p r e f e r would be e i t h e r 


Tuesday, 5 June o r Thursday, 7 June. 7 June i s , o f co u r s e , t h e 


date o f t h e European E l e c t i o n s and I imagine t h a t you might p r e f e r 


t o remain i n t h e U.K. on t h a t day. Would you l i k e t o accept t h e 


French i n v i t a t i o n f o r Tuesday, 5 June? Your o n l y commitment so f a r 


on t h a t day i s t o an Audience a t 1830 and we would ensure t h a t t h e 


programme a l l o w e d you t o r e t u r n t o London i n good t i m e f o r t h a t . 


Would you l i k e L o r d C a r r i n g t o n t o accompany you? We w i l l o f 


course aim t o keep t h e p a r t y as s m a l l as p o s s i b l e b u t I t h i n k i t 


might be h e l p f u l i f S i r M i c h a e l P a l l i s e r were t o be i n c l u d e d , 


14 May 1979 




GRS 460 	 p n M n n ' F N . i T i A i 
W V  m  / I sir U v t L i \i 1 l A L CONFIDENTIAL 

FM PARIS 110930Z MAY 79 
TO IMMEDIATE FCO 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 228 OF I  I MAY 

YOUR TEL HO 123 

POSSIBLE MEETING BETWEEN THE PRIME MIN ISTER AND PRESIDENT G I S C A R D '  J ! f 

1  . WHEN I WAS RECEIVED BY PRESIDENT GISCARD YESTERDAY HE S A I D 

T.MAT HE HAD ON A PREVIOUS OCCASION SUGGESTED TO MR CALL AG HAM 

THAT THE LATTER SHOULD COME TO P A R I S FOR AN INFORMAL D ISCUSSION. 

IN WHICH THE TWO SIDES COULD FRANKLY EXPLAIN THEIR VIEWS ABOUT 

THE FUTURE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY INCLUDING THEIR VIEWS ON 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS I N S T I T U T I O N S . FOR H ISTORICAL AMD OTHER 

REASONS THE VIEWS OF	 FRANCE AND B R I T A I N ON THE WAY IN WHICH THE 

COMMUNITY SHOULD EVOLVE SEEM IN P R I N C I P L E TO BE VERY S I M I L A R 

AND PRESIDENT GISCARD HAD THOUGHT THAT A FRANK DISCUSSION CGULD LEAD 

TO IMPROVED UNDERSTANDING IN THE CONDUCT OF COMMON MARKET B U S I N E S S . 

UNFORTUNATELY THE MEETING WHICH HE HAD ENVISAGED HAD NOT TAKEN 

PLACE BUT HE HOPED THAT NOW THAT THERE WAS A NEW GOVERNMENT 

IN THE UNITED KINGDOM IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO MAKE EARLY 

CONTACT WITH THE PRIME MIN ISTER AND SO PERHAPS OPEN THE WAY TO 

THE SORT OF DISCUSSION WHICH HE HAD IN M I N D . 

2. I TOLD THE PRESIDENT THAT THE PRIME M I N I S T E R WOULD L I K E 

TO V I S I T PARIS FOR DISCUSSIONS WITH HIM ON A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT 

DATE BEFORE THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL MEETING AT STRASBOURG. THE 

PRESIDENT IMMEDIATELY WELCOMED T H I S IDEA AMD SUGGESTED TO 

MONSIEUR FRANCOIS-PONCET, WHO WAS PRESENT, THAT ARRANGEMENTS 

MIGHT BE MADE FOR A MEETING IN THE EARLY DAYS OF JUNE. HE HIMSELF 

WOULD BE AWAY FROM FRANCE AT THE END OF MAY. I TOLD THE PRESIDENT 

THAT YOU WOULD BE ACCOMPANYING THE PRIME M I N I S T E R . 

3. I HAVE T H I S MORNING BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE SECRETARY GENERAL 


OF THE ELYSEE WITH A VIEW TO ASCERTAINING DATES ON WHICH THE 


PRESIDENT WOULD BE FREE. THE SECRETARY S E ^ - ^ u  ̂ R i S T H f i T HE K N E W 


THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD L I K E THE MEETING T O J A K E P L A C £ _ B E F O R E 


THE EUROPEAN ELECTION'S. POSSIBLE DATES WEREfFRlDAY 1 JUNE^ TUESDAY 

5
5 JUNE, THURSDAY 7 JUNE,TOR FRIDAY 0 JUNEJ MONSIEUR WAHL S%TfT~

h w T l T  E IMAGINED THAT T H E P R I M E MIN ISTER WOULD ARRIVE DURING 

THE MORNING SO THAT THE CONVERSATIONS COULD BEGIN BEFORE LUNCH. 



COW HD^NTIAl 

THE PRESIDENT COULD THEEE THEM GIVE A LUNCH IN HER HONOUR AN0 TTTE 
CONVERSATIONS WOULD BE CONCLUDED IN THE AFTERNOON. ALTERNATIVELY, 
MRS THATCHER MIGHT PREFER THE FORMULA WHICH HAD SEEN USED ON SOME 
PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, THAT IS TO SAY ARRIVAL IN PARIS IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER LUNCH, CONVERSATIONS DURING THE AFTERNOON AND THEN A DINNER, 
AFTER WHICH SHE WOULD RETURN TO LONDON. MONSIEUR WAHL SAID THAT 

A PROGRAMME OF THE LATTER SORT WOULD NOT DE ENTIRELY CONVENIENT 
ON 8 JUNE BUT HE THOUGHT THAT THE PRESIDENT'S PROGRAMME COULD 
EE CHANGED TO SUIT MRS THATCHER'S CONVENIENCE ON THAT DAY ALSO 

SHOULD THIS EE NECESSARY. 


4. YOU WILL NO DOUBT LET ME KNOW IF ONE OF THE DATES SUGGESTED 

SUITS THE PRIME MINISTER AND WHAT SORT OF PROGRAMME SHE WOULD PREFE 


5. I SHOULD ADD THAT I HAVE BEEN CORDIALLY AND WARMLY RECEIVED 

HERE AND THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS LEFT ME IN NO DOUBT ABOUT HIS DESIRE 

FOR EARLY CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE NEW BRITISH GOVERNMENT. 

HIBBERT 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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\ I1) 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD 


CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER, THE FOREIGN AND 

COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY AND THE LORD PRIVY SEAL IN 10 DOWNING STREET 

ON 8 MAY 1979 AT 1230 


T a l k w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d 


L o r d C a r r i ; n ; t o n s a i d t h e r e would be g r e a t advantage i n t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r h a v i n g a t l e a s t a s h o r t m e e t i n g w i t h P r e s i d e n t 

G i s c a r d b e f o r e t h e f o r t h c o m i n g m e e t i n g o f t h e European C o u n c i l ^ 

on 21/22 June. The Prime M i n i s t e r a greed t o pay a s h o r t h a l f - d a y 

v i s i t t o P a r i s f o r t h i s purpose a t a c o n v e n i e n t t i m e . 
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