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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE' COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 207th Meeting held st 5.00 pm
on Wennesday, 24th May 1978, in the Leaderts
Room at the House of Commons.

Present: Mre. Thatcher {in the Chair}

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Ketith Joseph,

Lord Carringten, Lord Hailsham,

Lord Therneycroft, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
Mr. Prior, Sir Jan Gilmour,

My, Jenkin, Mr. Davies, Mr. Neave,

Mr. Heseltine, Mr, Maude, Mr. Edwards,
Hr. Nott, Mrs. Oppenheim, Mr. King,
Mr. Taylor.

Mr. Atkins,

In attendance: §ir Michael Havers, Lord Depham,
Mr. Butler, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Patten,
Hr, Wolfson, Mr..Ridley, Mr. Nichelson.

Apologles: Mz, Pym, Hr, Peyton,
Mr. 8t, John Stevacs.

Proposed Business_for the Week §th-9th June

On Tuesday, 5th June, Mr. P. Whitehead would soek leave to
introduce his Justlices of the Peace Act 1361 (Amendment) Bill
under the 10 Minute Rule. This would be followed by the Second
Reading of the Employment {Continental Shelf) Bill (Mr. Hayhoe)
and of the Theft Bill (Mr. Percival) and by the remaining stages
of the Nuclear Safeguards and Electricity (Finance) Rill
{Mr. Gray), or by a debate on the Common Agricultural Policy
{Mr. Peyton).

on Wednesday, 7th June, Mr. M. Ridley would seek leave to
introduce his Trade Union Officials (Registration) Bili under
the:10 Minute Rule. This would be foilowed by the first day
of a Cebate on Foreign Affaire.

On Thursday, 8th June, there would be a Supply Day, which
would be given to the second day of the Forelign Affairs debate.

On Friday, 9th June, there would be a debate on the Report
of the Select Committee on Violence in the Family {HC 329) and
the Covernment Observations (Cmnd 7223) or there would be the

remalning stages of the Suppression of Terrorism Bill (Mr. Cardner),

ard of the Judicature (Morthern Ireland) Bill (Mr. Neave,

Hr. Percival), and a Motion on EEC Document R/3245/77 on Liner
Confersnces and Wotlons on the Church of Fngland (Miscellareous
Provisions) Mgasure {Mr. D, Hunt}, gr there would be the second
reading of the Employment {Contental Shelf) Bill (Mr. Hayvhoe!}
and of the Theft Bill (¥r, Percival) which would be followed by
the remaiping stages of the Nuclear Safepuards and Flectricity
{Finance) B11l (Mr, Gray).
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Matters Ariging on Business
. There was a discussion of certain points and the following
wap_agreed:!

(L) If there were a debate on the CAP we should not be
defensive; we should point cut that the Government had expressed
themselves satisfiled with the terms of entry as renegotiated in
1974-5; they had not dond anything to improve the CAP since;
and our probleme had largely resulted from the develuation of
the £. .

(i1) Ve should investigate which Government Department
was responsible for handling viclence in the family, It might
be apprapriate for Mr, 8ims to speak in the debate on 9%th June,
if this took place.

Tactics on the Scotland and Wales Bills

Lord Carrington reported on what the Government's wishes
on the timing of the Scotland and Wales Bilis were believed to
be. There was a-discusaion and it was agreed that the Lords
could hot complete conslderation of the Wales Bill by 7th July,
a8 the Government wished. It 'was not sensible to allow the
Government to be in a pesition in which it could send Parlizment
away early for the Summer Recess. Decisions on which amendments
the Lords should stand on and for how long, should be teken at
a later meeting;, but 1t was not desirable for the Lords %o
become toc deeply involived In controversy over the Bills,

There was 8ls¢ & discusesion on the 'umbrellsa* erganisation
for the referendum campaign on the Scottish Assembly. It was
agreed that further consideration should be given at a later
stage to the details of the referendum campalgn.

West Africa

Mr. Davies. reported on his recent vislt to Nigerlas and
Ghana, JT{ was noted that British firms were encountering
incressing difficulties in maintaining their business interests
in these countries.

Discussion on the Manifesto

(a) Defence: There was a discussion, and the proposals
were ngreed. 1t was also agreed that we should draw attention

‘Lo 'the large number of Jobs 105t in recent years in defence

industries, and that we should examine the possibility of
developing further young soldiers' battalions and the TAVR, The
first priority, however, was to restore the armed forces to
full strength. ) :

(b} Forelgn Affairs: The paper was agreed after a hrief
discussion. :

{c) Beetland:' It was noted that a policy document had
already beeD published. It was agreed that proposals for the
adninistration of the Health Service which were suitable for
England would not apply t<¢ Sootland.

»'(d} ‘Northern Ireland: - There was a disecussion, snd the
prepesals in the paper were egreed, It was also garecd that
we should prese the Government ta.implement the proposal to
inereage the number of Northern Ireland seats Lf, as was likely,
they appeared to be delaying it. This reform took first priority;
the reform of Northern Ireland local government would be mare
appropriate for the secend and third years of pgovernment.



€. Spring Holiday Recess

It was agreed that the Foreipn Affairs spokesmen would
prepare statements on the situation in Zaire for issue as
anpropriate during the recess. Mr. Daviea would discues with
Hr. Michmel Latham the possibility of writing to the British
Council of Churches and Inviting that body to condemn the
massacre in Zaire,

The meeting closed at 6.10 p,m,
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