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M R . C A R T L E D G E 

F o r h e r t a l k s w i t h C h a n c e l l o r S c h m i d t , the P r i m e M i n i s t e r m a y w i s h to 

have a l i t t l e m o r e b a c k g r o u n d to the b r i e f exchange w h i c h took p l a c e i n C a b i n e t 

t h i s m o r n i n g . 

2. The o r i g i n a l S i x u n d o u b t e d l y p u l l e d a fas t one i n 1971 by a g r e e i n g to the 

p r i n c i p l e of f ree a c c e s s j u s t be fo re o u r a c c e s s i o n . B u t i t i s now g e n e r a l l y 

r e c o g n i s e d that the e x t e n s i o n of f i s h e r y l i m i t s to 200 m i l e s has t o t a l l y c h a n g e d 

the s i t u a t i o n . W h i l e the T r e a t y of R o m e p r o v i d e s fo r the p r e f e r e n t i a l a r r a n g e ­

m e n t s i n s i d e 12 m i l e s to be r e v i e w e d i n 1982, e v e r y o n e a s s u m e s that they w i l l 

con t inue and the o n l y a r g u m e n t i s about the m a i n t e n a n c e of h i s t o r i c r i g h t s w i t h i n 

12 m i l e s and the na tu r e of any p r e f e r e n t i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s o u t s i d e 12 m i l e s . 

3. The F r e n c h w i l l f igh t fo r h i s t o r i c r i g h t s f o r B r e t o n f i s h e r m e n off the 

South W e s t c o a s t . T h e G e r m a n s s u p p o r t t h e m b e c a u s e t h e i r i n s h o r e f i s h e r m e n 

have s i m i l a r i n t e r e s t s i n the B a l t i c . T h i s w i l l be a d i f f i c u l t n e g o t i a t i o n . 

4. A n y f o r m of p r e f e r e n t i a l a c c e s s b e y o n d 12 m i l e s i s e v e n m o r e d i f f i c u l t f o r 

the o t h e r E i g h t to a c c e p t . A 5 0 - m i l e e x c l u s i v e zone has so f a r p r o v e d 

u n n e g o t i a b l e and , as the S e c r e t a r y of State for S c o t l a n d s a i d , the f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y 

a r e now p r i v a t e l y r e c o n c i l e d to t h i s . The l a s t G o v e r n m e n t was go ing f o r 

p r e f e r e n t i a l a c c e s s b e t w e e n 12 and 50 m i l e s . M o r e o v e r , i t w o u l d not su i t 

L o w e s t o f t w h i c h , as M r . P r i o r e x p l a i n e d , gets 80 p e r cen t of i t s c a t c h w i t h i n 

50 m i l e s of o the r c o u n t r i e s ' c o a s t . B u t p r e f e r e n t i a l a c c e s s fo r l o c a l f i s h e r m e n 

(not for the c o a s t a l s tate) i n some a r e a s i s n e g o t i a b l e and w o u l d s u i t S c o t t i s h 

i n t e r e s t s r e a s o n a b l y w e l l . It w o u l d not h o w e v e r s u i t H u m b e r s i d e (or A b e r d e e n ) 

w h o s e l a r g e r boats w o u l d , l i k e those of o t h e r C o m m u n i t y c o u n t r i e s , be e x c l u d e d ; 

they m i g h t p r e f e r l i t t l e o r no p r e f e r e n t i a l a c c e s s but p r e f e r e n c e i n the a l l o c a t i o n 

of quo ta s . T h i s i s a c o n f l i c t w h i c h the M i n i s t e r of A g r i c u l t u r e and the S e c r e t a r y 

of State for S c o t l a n d w i l l have to r e s o l v e be fo re we c a n e f f e c t i v e l y nego t i a t e a 

s e t t l e m e n t i n B r u s s e l s . 
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5. W h a t e v e r the a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r p r e f e r e n t i a l quotas and a c c e s s , c o n t r o l 

and e n f o r c e m e n t w i l l r e m a i n the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the c o a s t a l s ta te . So we s h a l l 

be ab le to p o l i c e wha t goes on t h r o u g h o u t the 200 m i l e s u n d e r o u r j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

6.	 The G e r m a n s have been i n the f o r e f r o n t of the o p p o s i t i o n to o u r c l a i m s , 
• __t 

a l though d u r i n g t h e i r P r e s i d e n c y at the end of l a s t y e a r they m a d e an a b o r t i v e 

a t t empt to m a k e p r o g r e s s . T h e y take a r i g i d d o c t r i n a l a t t i tude t o w a r d s the 

T r e a t y . T h e i r i n t e r e s t i s p r i m a r i l y i n d i s t a n t w a t e r f i s h i n g a n d , l i k e u s , they 

have l o s t g r o u n d s e . g . off I c e l a n d for w h i c h they a r e t r y i n g to get c o m p e n s a t i o n 

at o u r expense i n the N o r t h S e a . In f i s h i n g t e r m s , the D a n e s and the F r e n c h 

have a b i g g e r s t ake . 
7.	 The k e y po in t s for the P r i m e M i n i s t e r to m a k e to C h a n c e l l o r S c h m i d t a r e : 

(a)	 L The G o v e r n m e n t ' s d e t e r m i n a t i o n to have the f i s h e r i e s i s s u e s e t t l e d on 

I t e r m s consonan t w i t h h e r s t a t e m e n t d u r i n g the FJ l ec t i on (copy a t t ached ) . 

(b)	 O u r w i s h to m a k e speedy p r o g r e s s (a F i s h e r i e s C o u n c i l i s s c h e d u l e d for 

June but i t m a y be m o r e r e a l i s t i c to t h i n k of the a u t u m n for a b r e a k ­

t h r o u g h ) . 

(c)	 The M i n i s t e r of A g r i c u l t u r e w i l l be c o n s u l t i n g the C o m m i s s i o n s o o n and 

then t a l k i n g to h i s C o m m u n i t y p a r t n e r s . 

7 
J O H N	 H U N T 

10th M a y , 1979 
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R a i e S S e t i m e : Immediate/Thursday, 26th A p r i l , 1979. GE72.5/.79 


T h e Rt. Hon. M a r g a r e t T h a t c h e r 

L e a d e r of t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e P a r t y	 :'; 


STATEMENT ON FISHING POLICY	 T̂...- ' 


The f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y  i s an e s s e n t i a l p a r t of t h e B r i t i s h economy, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n S c o t l a n d .  I t  i s a v i t a l s o u r c e  o f f o o d and p r o v i d e s 

j o b s f o r thousands of p e o p l e b o t h  a t sea and on s h o r e , o f t e n  i n 

s m a l l communities t h a t r e l y t o t a l l y on f i s h i n g f o r t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . 

The C o n s e r v a t i v e P a r t y  i s committed  t o d e f e n d i n g  t o t h e f u l l t h e 

i n t e r e s t s of B r i t i s h f i s h e r m e n , and r e s t o r i n g s t a b i l i t y and o p t i m i s m 

t o i t s f u t u r e . .. ,' 


D e s p i t e t h i s Government's b o a s t s , t h e y d i d not r e n e g o t i a t e t h e 
f i s h e r i e s p o l i c y ^ a j ^ ^ l l ^ b e f ore recommending a 'Yes' v o t e  i n t h e 1975 
European Referendum. ,'j 

T h i s m a t t e r  i s now u r g e n t because of t h e t i m e l i m i t of 19%2 s e t 

down f o r r e a c h i n g agreements. However,  i n s p i t e of t h a t t i m e l i m i t 

wo s h o u l d not be p r e p a r e d  t o agree  t o t e r n s w h i c h were disadvanta»eoui 

t o our f i s h i n g i n d u s t r i e s . 

/ 


y	 We s h a l l make f i s h i n g t o p p r i o r i t y an our EEC n e g o t i a t i o n s . 


Tiirt p r o p o s a l s we have so f a r r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e EEC have been t o t a l l y 

u n a c c e p t a b l e . Our European p a r t n e r s must a c c e p t t h r e e fundai.-iental 

f a c t s . ' • • 


I 


-	 That the move  t o 200 m i l e s l i m i t s i n c e we j o i n e d t h e 

Community has changed b o t h t h e e n t i r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

s i t u a t i o n and our own c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 


—	 t h a t our- w a t e r s c o n t a i n more f i s h t h a n t h e r e s t of the 

CoiniuuVi LLy put t o o t h e r 


/ I' 
/ - we must have 
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o _
9^/70/ - HATCHER 

_ u s t have an agreement to a comprehensive' p o l i c y on 
w c  m
 

conservation. This should include:- ( i ) a l i m i t on the 

t o t a l allowable catch, ( i i ) a c l e a r set of rules to control 

the amount of f i s h i n g and the methods used, ( i i i ) recognition 

that the coastal state must have sole r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 

control over t h e i r waters, since they alone have the 

knowledge, the c a p a b i l i t y and w i l l to enforce conservation 

rules, ( i v ) conservation rules which are enforced against 

fishermen from a l l nations and not j u s t against B r i t i s h 

fishermen alone, (v) measures which are s p e c i a l l y designed to 

protect the r i g h t s of in-shore fishermen. 


In addition our negotiating aims w i l l be f o r : -	 1 

1.	 an adequate exclusive zone. 

a further considerable area of p r e f e r e n t i a l access, 
2. 

a control system which enables us to p o l i c e our own waters. 
3. 

B r i t a i n must have a very s u b s t a n t i a l share of the t o t a l 
'4. 

allowable catch which takes account of the f a c t that wo 

are contributing most of the water and most of the f i s h . 


Further conservation measures w i l l be taken by B r i t a i n a c t i n g on 

her own i f we cannot get agreement upon these points. 


Fishermen w i l l f i n d a true and determined f r i e n d i n the next 


Conservative Government. 


END 



