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The session began at 1605 hours.

THE CHAIRMAN asked the Lord Privy Seal to respond to
some more of the questions posed by Dr Mundawarara on Friday
14 September (Conference Paper CC(79)12). SIR T GITMOUR
said that Dr Mundawarara had asked for clarification on
how the Public Service could take account of the need to
receive advice of properly qualified and experienced persons.
There were various ways to achieve this. First, qualifica-
tions or minimum experience for members or officers of the
Commissions could be prescribed; secondly, it would be
possible to state how the Commissions should set about their
work. No doubt other delegations would have views on this.
Dr Mundawarara had also nsked how the President, acting on
the advice of the Prime Minister, would be able to give
the Public Service and other Commissions certain directions.
He had wanted to know how the Civil Service would remain non-

political, The Lord Privy Scal said that it was right and

proper that the composition of the Public Service should

reflect the national character and aspirations of the people.
There had been frequent criticisms of artificial imbalance
in the existing Public Service. It was for a freely elected
government to have the power to fedress this imbalance.
Dr Mundawarara's final point had concerned the careers of
existing members of the Civil Service and irmed Forces.

The Lord Privy Seal said that such public servants should
/not
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