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f*’:‘Y T’nfO lePeT?38  THE PRIME MINISTER!*S LETTER TO SENATOS! KENNEDRY

le THE TWO THINGS WHICH | THINK HAVE AFFECTED DR FITZSERALD AND

PROFESSOR DOOGE MOST ARE THE EFFECT ON THE IRISH/AMER]CAN

FOLITICIANG AND ALSO GN THE FAMILIES CF THE HUNGER STRIKERS wWHOM

THE TACISEACH MET YESTERDAY, THE MEETING wAS UNSATISFACTORY,

WITH THE FAMILIES COMFLAINING THAT THE TAQISEACH WAS DOING NOTH NG
HE TOLD ME THAT THEY HAD SAID THAT THE IRISH GOVERNMENT?S POSITICN
WAS THE SAME AS THE ERITISH., THE WORDING GF ANY f“l"iE MANSISTER? S
LETTER WOULD BE TAKEN AS PROOF BY THE FAMILIES AND THE IRA THAT T
AY

IRTSH GOVERNMMENT WERE AT ONE WITH THE BRITISH GuVLn NHMENT ON THE
OF DEALING WITH THE HUNGER STRIKE,

2,  AS REGARDZS THE EFFECT OF THk LETTER IN THE UNITED STATES,
4 AMBASSADOR WASHINGTON WiLL KO DOUBT. Bk COMMENTING, BUT | PG

QUT TO THE TAUISEACH THAT THE IRISH TIMES WAS READ WIDELY AND Twg
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TAOISEACH FEELS Wa i~-IMi‘.3.’ LET
00 WHAT WE Cal TO Ow THAT,
WE CARE ABOUT HIS FEELINGS
VE HIM SOHME KIND OF REPLY.

1t PUBLIC STATEMENT 1 TOLD HIK

oN PRIVATELY. 1| HOPE THIS

A

ERSONAL MESSAGE THE PRIME MIRISTER
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FOLLOWING |S TEXT OF TAGISEACH®S SPEAKING NOTE:

} RECRET THAT A LETTER FROM THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER TO U,.3
POLITICIANS DELIVERED ON SUNDAY NIGHT AND MONDAY MORWNING AND o
PUBLIIJHED WITHOUT MOTICE TO OR CORSULTATION WITH OUR GOVE! Ree T
CONTAIRED A UNILATERAL VERSION CF MY POSITION IN RELATION TO THE
HUNGLER ul'hlt(E. WHiecH & MISLEADING ARD WHICH WAS RKNQWN TO THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT OVER 48 RHOURS EEFGRE DELIVERY NOT TO REPRESENT
4Y PUS!TI{JE‘-E (}FE THAT OQF MY (:QVERNvEt:.."'Jn

-

oo

o

FIRST, WITH RESPECT Tu Tk QUESTICN OF PRESS REPORTS WHICH HAVE
GIVEN VARYI{G VERSIONS OF THE IRISH GOVERNMENT?S POSITION: THE

MINISTER DESIGNATE FOR FUREIGN AFFAIRS INFORMED THE BRITISH
AMBASSADOR ON FRIDAY, 24 JULY, THAT HE SHOULD ICNORE PRESS REPCORTS
WHICH HAD APPEARED EARLIER IN THE WEEK AHD wHIUH DID NOT REFL&UT
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RABASZDARUR O FPRIVAT, G JULy, | HE SHOULD 19NORE FRESS REPCRIN
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CUR POSIT: 0N, THE PRESS REPORTS Cil #nlCGH ThE oRITISH PR e " .
MINISTER?S LETTER RELIES HAD BEEN BLISHED ON THE PREVIQUS wLDNESDAY

AND HER GOVERNMENT WAS THEREFORE N NOTICE TwWO DAYS BEFORE UELIVERY
5

OF THE LETTER IN WASHINGTONR THAT SUCH REPORTS DID NOUT REFLECT Ti
IRISH GOVERNMERT?S POSITION, THE TRUc POSITION WAG THAT THE IRISH
GAVE f*flti'-.‘?'-.’:ii"i"’"i% ‘leF-‘*’T'?FiTE TO FIND A SCLUTION whkiRzo CONTIHUIGG wWITH
URGENCY 1% VIEW OF THE CLOSENESS TO DEATH OF KIERAN DUHERTY AND

e '{

KEVIN LYNCH Al D THaT "HE (RISH GOVERNMENT STILL FELT THAT THE
BRITISH COVERRMENT SHOULD SHOW IT3ELF MCRe READY 10 RESPOHND TGO
THE PROPOSALS OF THE COMMIZSION ON JUSTICE AND PeACk,

[N THE COURSE OF HIS ﬂl5G033!u“ WiTH THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR, THE
MINISTER DESICNATE ALSO PRESSED THi DESIRABILITY CF TARKING THE
”PPDPTUMITV PROVIDED FOR PROGRESS BY THE PROFOSAL OF COUNCILLOR
CANNING OF DUNGARKNON WHICH, THE AMEASSADOR WAS TOLD, Wi URNDERSTOOD
TO HAVE EMERGED IN THt rtEEF [ NSTANCE FROM DISGUSSIONS WITH

A BRITISH CFFICIAL, MR BLACKWELL. |

FINALLY DURING THESE )Iu£U””IC““ THE MINISTER DESIGNATE MADE |IT
CLEAR THAT IT WAS THE VIiEW OF THE IRISH GOVERNMENT THAT THE

BRITISH AUTHORITIES SHOULD MAKE A NEW PRESENTATION OF TS POSITICN
ECARDING FRESENT CONDITIONS AS TO THE END OF THE HUNGER STRIKE AND
THAT, AS WE HAD REPEATLDLY STRESSED N THE PAST, THIS PRESENTATION
SHOULD APPROXIMATE, AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE, TO THAT WORKED OUT ON

& JULY BY THE IRISH CUMMISSION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE AND MINISTER OF
STATE ALLISON, |

AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW THE BRITIS
PRINME WIJI¢TLR COULD SEEK TO PRESENT 5UCH A VERSION OF MY PDSITIGH
TO Ue3. POLITICIARS UNILATERALLY AND WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION GR
CONS ULTATIO* 1T 1S EVEN LESS EASY TO UNDERSTAND HOW SUCH STATEMENTS
ABOUT MY POSITION COULD BE PRESEXTED TO IRISH AND wORLD OPINION
GENERALLY THROUGH PUBLICATION OF THAT LETTER.

THE LRISH GOVERNMENT CANNOT FEEL THAT SUCH A PRESENTATION OF MY
POSITION CAX BE HELPFUL TO THE RELATIONS BETWEEN CUR TWQ COUNTRIES
WICH IT HAS BEEN THE WISH OF OUR GOVERNMENT TO IMPROVE AND |HDEED
TO TRANSFORM = OR INDEED HELPFUL TG THE TA3K OF INFORMING IRISH=
AMERICAN OPINION IN THE UNITED STATES.
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THE PRIME MINISTER'S LETTER TO SENATOR KENHEDY AND OTHERS. =

1e THE TAQISEACH ASKED ME TO CALL AT 4.3CPM THIS AFTERNOGN,
PROFESSOR DOCGE AND MR NEL IGAN @WERE xL.QLl‘T

e e e e T Al i P 8 G -

2,  HE SAID THAT HE WAS MOST DISTUREED BY THE LETTER THE

PRIME MINISTER HAD SENT TC THE IRISH/AMERICAN POLITICIANS WHICH
WAS PUBLISHED IN THE IRISH TIMES TODAY., ONE OF THE ADDRESSEES

HAD ALREADY QUERIED WHAT wWAs GOING ON AND HAD ASKED FOR A FUBLIC
STATEMENT UF THE IRISH GOVERNMENT?S POSITION 14 REGAED TO THE
HUNGER STRIKE. THE PCSITION THE IRISH GOVERNMENT HAD BUILT UP S0
CAREFULLY OVER THE YEARS IN THE U.S.A, IN REGARD TO THE f.RuA. WOULD
B8 JEQPADISEDs THIS WOULD HURT BOTH QUR INTERESTS. HE WAS
PERSONALLY ASTONISHED THAT THE PRIME MINISTER COULD MAVE PRESENTLS
KIS VIEWS wITHCUT CONSULTING HiM AND THAT SHE HAD DONE S50 ON THE
BASIS OF PRESS REPORTS. HE KNEW THAT PROFESSOR DOOGE HAD ALREADY
TOLD ME WHEN | SAW THE LATTER ON FRIDAY THAT THE (R]3H

- WF‘:"W T TR ST At 1D B N e R et ol 4 M i, Ay e i e .
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POSITION (SEE PARA 5 OF MY TELNO 259). THE FACT THAT THE
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W THE PRESS t'{f;i';“:f RTING AN THIS WAY 42 HOURS BEFORE TeE LETT

WAS DELIVERED MADE THE WHOLE THING MUCH WORSE., DR FIT SGERALD SPOKE
"ROM NOTES WHICH ARE TN MY [«F.Ts ALTHOUGH THEY ARE N THE FORM OF
A GTATEMENT, THEY ARE MERCIFULLY NOT EVEN THE DRAFT OF ONE AND

3¢ | SAID THAT 1 DID NOT KNOW ;"x;'UUT THE PRIME MINISTER'S LETTER
UNTIL | HAD READ THE REPORT OF IT IN THIS MORNING®3 PAPER,

| SUGGESTED THAT THE PARAGRAPH uﬂﬁflha DIR FITZGERALD HAD BEEN

DRAWN FROM A REPORT IN THE IRISH TIMES OF LAST WEEK WHICH | KNEW HAD
BEEN IN QUOTATION Mﬁwhw, THIS HAD GIVEN THE PRESS REPORT sUME

KIND OF AUTHENTICITY. | ALSO SUGGLESTED THAT PRGBABLY THE PRIME
MINISTER?S LETTER Hﬁﬁ BEEN DRAFTED EiFQH; Y TELEGRAM OF FRIDAY 24
JULY HAD BEEN RECEIVED, ANYWAY, | SAID THAT ( MUST POINT OUT

THAT MY COMVERSAYION WITH PROFESSOR DOOGE CONCENTRATED MAINLY ON

THE H=BLOCKS AND THE QUESTION OF MACFARLANE, THE SECCNDARY

1§

L8

MATTER QOF THE PRESS REPORTS HAD DEER RAISED BECAUSE OF THE .
FINANCIAL TIMES ARTICLE OF 23 JuLY (SEE MY TELRO 258).

N THE TAOQISEACH AND PROFESSOR DOOGE THEN ouudtm ME THE DRAFT OF

A PUSLIC STATEMENT THEZY THOQUGHT THLY MIGHT MAKE. THEY SALD THAY ;
BECAUSE COF THE ROYAL WEDDING THEY HAD THOUGHT 1T BETTER NOT TO §
MAKE A STATEMENT IN STRONG TERMS = AND ESPECIALLY AS THEY HAD NOT |
RECEFVED AN EXPLANATIGHN FROM US. THE PIECE THEY SHOWED ME LCOKED f
FALRLY MILD BUT HAD I3 1T A STATEMENT THAAT THE TAQISEACH HAL RAISED é
THIS WHOLE MATTER WITH ME AND ASKED FOR AN EXPLANATION. | VENTURED f
O POINT QUT THAT TiHlS WOULD ONLY EXCITE THE INTEREST OF THE PRESS
AND Wk WQULD FIND QURSELVES IN A UNWELCOME ONGOING SITUATION WHICH
WOULD DO OUR RELATIONS KO GUOD. | SUCGESTED T WOULD 2E BETTER IF
THEY SIVMPLY MADE A STATEMENT wWHICH EHDED THE MATTER AND DID 1

LOOK FORWARD TO SOME NEW DEVELOPMENT. AS REGARDS THE JRISH
GOVERNMENT?S POSITION THIS COULL SI1MPLY BE BASED AS THEY HAD TOLD
US IN THE PAST (MY TelNU 28&), 0N THE PROPOSALS OF THE (RIsH
COMMESSION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, THEY BOTH SAID THEY SAW THE POILT
ABOQUT NOT HAVING A STATEMENT wWHICH MIGHT EXCITE FUTURE INTEREST AND
THEY WOULD REFLECT G WHAT | HAD SAlD.
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