
RIME MINISTER 


T a l k s w i t h t h e Germans on E n e r g y 


When Mr. Stowe and I were i n Bonn y e s t e r d a y 


t o meet one o r two key o f f i c i a l s i n C h a n c e l l o r 


S c h m i d t ' s o f f i c e , t h e d i s c u s s i o n t u r n e d t o e n e r g y 


m a t t e r s and we t o l d them t h a t , as a r e s u l t o f 


y o u r t a l k s w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d , S i r J a c k Rampton 


was now i n t o u c h w i t h h i s F r e n c h o p p o s i t e number 


on e n e r g y p r o b l e m s . We a s k e d t h e Germans w h e t h e r 


t h e y w o u l d welcome s i m i l a r b i l a t e r a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s , 


and t h e y s a i d t h a t t h e y w o u l d . 


I f you a g r e e , I w i l l ask t h e S e c r e t a r y o f 


S t a t e f o r E n e r g y ' s o f f i c e t o a r r a n g e f o r S i r J a c k 


Rampton t o get i n t o u c h w i t h h i s German o p p o s i t e 


number as soon as p o s s i b l e . 
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T a l k s w i t h t h e Germans on E n e r g y 


Ken Stov/e and I went t o Bonn e a r l i e r t h i s week s o t h a t I , 

as Ken's s u c c e s s o r , c o u l d meet J U r g e n R u h f u s and one o r two 

o t h e r o f f i c i a l s i n C h a n c e l l o r S c h m i d t ' s o f f i c e . D u r i n g o u r 

m e e t i n g we gave them an a c c o u n t o f t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s t a l k s 

w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d and we m e n t i o n e d t h a t , as p a r t o f t h e 

f o l l o w - u p t o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s v i s i t , S i r J a c k Rampton was 

g e t t i n g i n t o u c h w i t h h i s F r e n c h o p p o s i t e number t o d i s c u s s 

e n e r g y m a t t e r s as a p r e l u d e t o t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e E u r o p e a n 

C o u n c i l i n S t r a s b o u r g on 21/22 J u n e . We a s k e d R u h f u s w h e t h e r 

he w o u l d welcome s i m i l a r c o n t a c t s w i t h F e d e r a l German o f f i c i a l s , 

and he s a i d t h a t he t h o u g h t t h a t t h i s was a g ood i d e a . 


We have s i n c e c o n s u l t e d t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r , and she b e l i e v e s 

t h a t t h e r e w o u l d be a d v a n t a g e i  f S i r J a c k Rampton c o u l d have 

b i l a t e r a l t a l k s w i t h t h e Germans on t h e l i n e s o f t h o s e he has 

a l r e a d y had w i t h t h e F r e n c h , even t h o u g h t h e r e may n o t now be 

t i m e f o r t h i s t o be done b e f o r e t h e E u r o p e a n C o u n c i l . U n l e s s 

y o u r S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e o r t h e F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y 

s e e s any d i f f i c u l t y a b o u t t h i s , I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l i f 

S i r J a c k Rampton c o u l d now go ahead and a p p r o a c h t h e Germans. 


I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o G e o r g e Walden 

( F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e ) and M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


W.J. B u r r o u g h s , E s q . , 

Department o f E n e r g y . 



