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e

1s The New Hebrides is an Anglo-French Condominium in the South
Pacific established by & Protocol of 1914. A conference to provide
for the constitution of an independent New Hebrides took place in
vila, the capital, from 1750, 49 September 1979 under the joint
chairmanship of Mr Blaker, Minister of state at the Foreign and
Commonwealth office, and M. Dijoud, the French Secretary of State
for Overseas Departments and Territories. A constitution was
agreed under which the New Hebrides would become independent in
1980. The Constitution has been formally adopted, and the decision
to grant independence in 1980 confirmed, by an Exchange of Notes
petween Her Majesty's Government and the Government of France
gigned in Paris on 23 October 1979. The BExchange of Notes, to
which the constitution is annexed, will be published in due course
as & Command Papers but as it will not be available in that form

A for some time, & copy of the original document is attached.

2. The date of ind ependence will be decided after discussions
with the New Hebrides Government, formed following a General
Blection held in the territory on 1l November 1979- General
agreemont may be reached that indepéndenco should occur on a date
during April or May 1980. Discussions on aid provisions after
jndependence are expected to take place between Her Majesty's
@overnment and the New Hebrides Government in early 1980«

/ 3. The
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3, The New Hebrides, which has a population of about 112,000,
will be a Republic with an elected President as Head of State.

1t will have a unicameral legislature, and a Cabinet responsible
to it headed by a Prime Minister. The Constitution also provides
for the protection of fundamental rights and freedomg of the
individual, citizenship, the judicature and the public servi
It is probable that the New Hebrides, where the Anglophone
Vanuaaku Party has just emerged as clear winner in the elections,
will seek membership of the Commonwealth; though no decision

C€e.

has yet been taken.

L. The New Hebrides economy and development will depend for
the forseeable future on outside help. In addition to Britain
and France, it receives aid from the Buropean Development Fund,
Australia and New Zealand.

Se The New Hebrides Condominium is not part of Her Majesty's
dominions. It is a territory in which Her Majesty exercises
jurisdiction to the extent provided in the 191 Protocol and
related agreements with France concerning the New Hebrides.

The Protocol and related agreements will be terminated and the
territory will receive independence by virtue of the provisions
of the Exchange of Notes of 23 October 1979.

6. Legislation is not necessary to grant independence to the
New Hebrides. However, agsuming the New Hebrides decide to apply
for, and subsequently join, the Commonwealth, legislation will be
required to provide for the consequential modification of certain
UK enactments in order to place the country on the same footing
as other members of the Commonwealth in UK law. The opportunity
would also be taken to make provision in respect of any appeals
to the Privy Council that may be pending at independence and which
originated in the New Hebrides.

Tio On the assumption that the New Hebrides will join the
Commonwealth on independence, I invite my colleagues to agree
that legislation to provide for the requirements in paragraph 6
of this memorandum should be introduced in Parliament in the

current Session.
8. Unless I hear to the contrary by 10 December, I shall assume

agreement. . v <
Foreign and ealth Office

29 November 1979
CONFIDENTIAL

BRITISH EMBASSY,
PARIS.

2% October 1979

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the French Reﬁublic

Paris

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Your Excellency's

letter of today which reads as follows:

"Your Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the Constitutional Conference held

in the New Hebrides on 18 and 19 September 1979 attended by

representatives of our two Governments, -the New Hebrides Government
of the New Hebrides, at

and other representativea o
d that the New Hebrides should become &

sovereign and indepen der the Constitution
set out in the Annex to this Note. It is the understanding of

my Government that in order to give effect to this decision,
ary legislation, an

subject to the enactment of the necess
Agreement has been reached between our two Governments in the

following terms:
(A) With effect from a date in 1?80 to be determined
(nereinafter referred to as 'Tndependence Day")
the New Hebrides shall be a sovereign and independent

State.

which it was decide

(B) The Constitution set out in the Annex to this
Note shall be the Constitution of the govereign and
independent State of © i

shall come into effect on Independence Day except

that Articles 85, 91 and 94 shall come into effect

forthwith.

(C) With effect from Independence Day, the Protocol

" respecting the New Hebrides signed at London on

6 August 191%, together with all other agreements
between the Governments of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and’ Northern Ireland and the Republic

of France modifying or supplementing that Protocol,
shall terminate. ’ Sl L




nts the understanding of the

Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
at our two Governments

Ireland as to the terms of the Agreement th

have reached, I have the honour to propose that this Note and
your reply to that effect shall con
our two Governments which shall enter int

your reply."
In reply I have the ho

o force on the date of

noui to inform you that the foregoing

proposals are acceptable to the Government of the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland which approves the
suggestion of Your Excellency that your Note and the present

reply constitute an agreement between the two Governments which

shall enter into force this day-.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency

the assurance of my highest consideration.

REGINALD EIBBERT

A

CONSTITUTION OF THE

REPUBLIC OF THE NEW HEBRIDES

PREAMBLE

WE the people of the New Hebridos,

PROUD of our struggle for freedom,

DETERMINED t
CHERISHING our ethnic,

mINDFUL at the same time o

HEREBY
of the
in God

AND fo

procleim the establishmen
New Hebrides founded on tra

, and christien principles,

r this purpose give ourselves this Con

o safoguard the achievements of this strug

gle,

linguistic and cultural diversity,

f our common destiny,

ditional Mmelancsian valuos,

stitution.

t of the united and free Republic

faith



Republic of 1e
the New Heb-
rides.

Constit- 2.
ution Supreme
Lawe.

National 5
and official
languagese.

National 4.
sovereignty,

the electoral
franchise and
political

parties.

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

R AP TER d

THE STATE AND SOVEREIGNTY

The Republic of the New Hebrides is a sovereign

democratic state.

The Constitution is the supreme law of the

New Hebrides.

The national language of the Republic is Bislamae.
The official languages are Bislama, English and
French. The principal languages of education are

English and French.

The Republic shall protect the different local
languages which are part of the national heritage,

and may declare one of them as a national language-

National sovereignty belongs to the New Hebridean
people which they exercise through their elected

representatives.

The franchise is universal, equal and secret.
Subject to such conditions or restrictions as may
be prescribed by Parliament, every citizen of the
New Hebrides who is at least 18 years of age shall
be entitled to vote.

Political parties may be formed freely and may contest
elections. They shall respect .the Constitution and
the principles of democracye




Fundumonial
rights aond
froodoms of
tho individual.

CHAPTER 2

e ——

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES

PART 1

S.

(1)

Fundamontal Rights

Tho Republic of tho Now Hobridos rocogniscs

that, subject to any rostrictions imposod by

low on non-citizons, all porsons are entitled

to tho following fundamontal rights and

froodoms of the individual without discrimin—-
ation on the grounds of roce, place of origin,
religious or traditional beliefs, political
opinions, language Or 86X but subjoct to rospect
for the rights and froedoms of others and to

the logitimato public»intorost in defence, safoty:

public order, welfaroc and health 3=

(o) 1lifoj

(b) liborty;

(c) socurity of the person;

(d) protection of tho lauwj

(e) froodom from inhuman troatment and forced
labour;

(f) froodom of conscience and worship;

(g) frocdom of exprossion;

(h) froodom of asscmbly and association;

(1) froodom of movoments;

(3) protection for tho privacy of the home and
other property and from unjust doprivation
of property; p

(k) equsl troatmont undor the low or odminist-
rative action, oxcopt that no low shall be
inconsistent with this -ub-potugtuph
insofar as it makos provision for tho
spocial benofit, wolfare, protoction or
advancomont of fomales, childron ond young
porsons, mombors of under-privileged groups
or inhabitants of less dovelopod oroos.



(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(2) protoction of th
following :=

o low shall includc the

gvoryono charged with an offenco shall

have a fair hoaring, within a roasoncble

timo, by an independont and impartiol

court ond be affordod a lawyer if it is

a soerious offencoj;
svoryone is presumed innocent until a court
ostablishes his guilt according to lauj
everyone charged shall be informed promptly
in a languago he undorstands of thae offence i
with which he is being charged;

if an accused does not undorstond the
languago to bo usod in the proceedings he
shall bc provided with an interprotoer
throughout the procecdings;

a person shall not be tried in his absence
without his consent unless ho mekes it
impossiblo for the court tc proceod in his
presence;

no-one shall be convicted in respect of an
act or omission which did not constitute
an offenco known to writton or custom law
at tho time it was committod;

no~ono shall bo punished with a greater
penalty thar that which oxists at tho time
of the commission of the offence;

no person who has been pardoned, or tried
and convicted or acquittod, shall be tried
again for the same offonce or any other
offence of which he could have been

convicted at his trial.

Znforcemont 6. (1) Anyons who considers that any of tho rights

>f fundo-
nental rights.

guaranteed to him by tho Constitution has beon,
is boing or is likely to bo infringod may,
- indopondontly of eny othor possible logal

. , . romody, apply to the Supromo Court to onforce
(o that right.
|

Fundamental
duties.

(2) Tho Supromo Court may
such writs oad givo such diroctions,

tho paymont of componsation,

Every porson has the follow

~nko such ordors, issud
including

os it considers

appropriate to onforce tho right.

2 - Fundamontal Dutios

ing fundamental

duties to himsclf and his descendants and to

othors :-

(2)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

()

(h)

to rospect and to act in the spirit of tho

Constitutionj

to rccognise that ho can fully dovelop

his abilities and advanco his true interests
only by active participation in the
davelopment of the notional community;

to orercise the rights guaranteed or
conferred by the Constitution and to use
the opportunities made available to him
under it to participate fully in the
government of the Republicj;

to protect tho New Hebrides and to sofe-
guard tho notional wecalth, resources and-
environment in the interests of the

precsent generation and of future gencrations;

to work according to his talents in

socially usoful employmont and, if necoss-—

ary,to create for himself legitimate
opportunitias for such employment;

to rospect the rights and freedoms of others
and o cooperato fully with othors in the
intorosts of interdepondonco and solid=-
arity; :

to contributo, as requirced by law, accord-
ing to his moans, to tho rovenuos rogquired
for the advancement of the Ropublic and the
attainmont of national objoctives;

in the case of a parent, to luppor;, assist
and ocucato all his childron, logitimate
ond illogitimate, and in particular to

givo thom o truo understanding of their
fundamontal rights and dutios and of the
notional objoctives and of tho culturo ond
customs of tho peoplo of tho Now Hebridecs;




fFundamontal
dutios non-
justiciable
but public
authoritios
to cncourage
compliancao.

=
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(i) in tho caso of @ child, to rospoct his

paronts. CHAPTER 3

Excopt as provided by low, tho fundamontal dutios
arc non-justiciablo. Novertholoss it is tho duty

CITIZENSHIP

Automatic 9. on tho day of Indcpondence tho following persons shall
citizons.

of all public authoritics to sncourago complianco

with thom so far as lises within their respective automotically bocome citizens of tho Now Hobrides :-—

(B) a paerson who has or had 4 grandporcnts who bolong

to a tribe or community indigenous to tho
Now Hobridos; and

(b) @ porson of Now Hebridoan ancestry who has nc
citizonship, nationality or the status of an

optant.

Entitle- 10. Every person who on the day of Indocpondonce is a poTcon
mont to 5 - 5
citizenship, of Now Hobridoan ancostry and has tho nationality or

citizenship of a foreign statc or the status of an
optant shall bucomc a citizon of the New Hebridos
i{f ho mokes an application, or an application is macde
on his bohalf by his paront or lawful guardian, within
3 months of tho day of Indopendenca or such longer
poriod as parliament may prescribe. The New Hebrides

citizonship of such a person shall automatically lapse

if he has not ronounced his other citizonship or

nationality within 3 months of the granting of New

| Hebridoan citizenship or such longer period as parliarm2rt

may proscribe, oxcept that in tha caoso of a person uncer
the age of 18 years tho period of renunciotion shell be

s aftor he has reached tho ago of 18 years.

3 month

poTeRhS 1. Anyone born aftor tho day of Independonca, whethor
born after ;

day of
;::gpond- tho Now Hobridos if at lcast one of his paronts is a

tho New Hobridaos or abroad, shall bocomo a citizon of

citizon of tho New Hobridos.

A national of a foroign statae or a statoloss person may

Natural- 12.
apply to bo noturolisod as a citizen of tho New Hebrides

isation.
{f ho has livod continuously in tho Now Hebridos for ot

loaost 10 yoors immodiatoly bofore tho date of the
opplicotion.




Avoidance of
dual
nationoal-
ity.

Furthor
provision
for
citizenship.

parliamont moy proscribe furthor conditions of tho
oligibility to apply for naturalisation ond shall provido

for tho machinery to roviow and docido on aopplications

for naturalisation.

13.

14.

Tho Republic of tho Now Hebrides does not recognise

dual nationality. Any citizon of the New Hebrides

who is or bocomes a citizon of another stato shall

cease to be a citizon of the New Hebrides unless he
renounces that othor citizonship within 3 months of
ocquiring New Hobridean citizonship or that other
citizonship, as tho case may bo, or such longer period as
porliamoent may prescribe, except that in tho casc of

a person under the ago of 18 yoars the period of

renunciation shall be 3 months aftor he has reachad

“ the age of 18 yoars.

parliomont may make provision for the acquisition of
citizenship of tho New Hobrides by persons not covcred
in the preceding Articles of this Chapter and may mako
provision for tho deprivation and renunciation of
citizenship of the New Hobrides.

parliament.

15,

CHAPTER

P AR T A BN ST

The Legislature shall consist of a single chamber
which shall be known as parliament.

power to make
laws.

Eloction of
mombors of
parliamont.

Eloctoral
Commission.

16. (1)

17.

18.

(2)

(3)

(4)

(1)

(2)

(1)

order and

parliamont may make lows for tho poeace,
good government of tho New Hebrides.
parliament shall make laws by passing bills

introducod eithor by ono or more members or by the
primo Ministor or o Ministor.

when a bill has bagen passed by porliamont it shall bo
presontod to tho president of tho Repbblic who shall
assont to it within 2 woeks.

1f tho Prosidont considors that the bill is incon-—
sistont with a provision of the Constitution, he shall
rofor it to the Supreme Court for its opinion. The
bill shall not be promulgated if the Suprome Court

considers it inconsistent with o provision of the

Constitution. -

parliomont shall consist of membors slected on the

basis of universal franchise through an clectoral
systom which includes an elemont of proportional
roprosontation so as to onéuro fair ropresentation
of differont political groups and opinions.
subjoct to such conditions or rostrictions as may
bo proscribed by parliamont,ovory citizen of the
New Hobridos who is at loost 25 yoars of age shall
be ovligible to atﬁnd for olection to Parliament.

Tho gonoral rosponsibility for tho registration of
voters ond the conduct of olections to Parliament,
tho National Council of Chiafs and the Regional

Councils shall vest in an Eloctoral Commission.




(2) A

o}

T

ho rogistration

proposal for any 1aw "Goncerning t
s shall be

f votors or the eloction of mombor

eforrod to tho Eloctoral commission for advice

beforo Parliamont docidos on it.

(3) Tho Eloctoral Commission shall consist of the

spoakor of parliament, as Chairman,

mombors appo

and two

intod by tho president of the Republic

on thoe aodvico of the judicial Service Commission

from among perso
candidatos for olection to parliamont,

ns who are not mombors of or
the Nationcl

Council of Chioefs or Rpgional Councils.

(4)

A person shall cease to be a membor of the Eloctoral

Commission if eircumstances arise that, if he were
not a momber , would disqualify him for appoirtment
as such.

The Eloctoral commission shall not bo subjoct to

tho direction or control of any othor person or body

in the exeorcise of its functions.

parliament shaoll meet twice a year in ordinary
saession.

parlioment may meet in extraordinary session at the
roquost of the majority of its membors, the Spoaker
or tho Prime Ministor.

Unloss othorwise provided in the Constitution,
parlioment shall make its docisions by public voto
by o simple majority of tho mombors voting.

Unless othorwisc providoed in the Constitution, the
quorum shall be two thirds of the members of Parlio-
ment. If thoro is no such quorum at the first
gitting in any saession parliament shall moet throo
doys lator, and o simplo majority of mombors shall

thon constituto a quorum.

(5) porliomont shall mako its ‘own rules of procodure.

()
procedure of 19. (1)
parlioment -

(2)

(3)

(4)
Speakor and 20.
Doputy

Spookors. .

(1) At ite first sitting aftor ony goncral olection

parliamont shall elect a Spoaoker and one or more

Deputy Spoakors.

(2) Tho Spoakor sholl prosido at sittings of Parliamont

and shall bo rosponsiblo for maintaining order.

(3) Tho functions of Spoaokor may bo oxorcisod by .2

Doputy Spookor.

Committoos.

procoedings
to bo public.

public
Financo.

Ratification

of troaotios.

privilegos
of mcmbgrs.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.(1)

parliomont moy ostablish committoos and appoiﬁt
membors to them.
Unloss othorwiso provided proceedings of parliamont

shall bo hold in public.

(1) Evory yoar tho Govornment shaoll prescnt a bill for a

budgot to Porlioment for its approvel.
(2) No taxation ghall bo imposod or altered and no
expendituro of public funds shall bo incurrod sxcapt.
by or under a low passed by parliamont.

(3) No motion for the lovying or increase of taxation

or for tho expenditure of public funds shall be

int rpjuced unloss it 4e supportod by the Governme
of Auditor-

nt.

(4) parliomont shall provido for tho office
genczal, who shall be uppointod by tho Public Ssorvice
Commission on its own initiotivo.

(5) The function of the Auditor-Genorel shall be to audit -

and report to parliement and the Government on the

public accounts of the New Hebrides.

(6) Tha Auditor—Genoral shall not bo subjoct to the

diroction or control of any other person or body

in the exerciso of his functions.

Troatios nogotiated by tho Government shall be
presontod to parliament for ratification when they:-

(a) concorn intornational orgonisations, poaco or
trodes

(b). commit the oxponditure of public funds;

(c¢) affect tho status of peoploj

(d) roquire amendment of the lows of the
Now Hobridesj or

(e) provide for the trnnsfer} exchange or
annexing of torritory.

No mombor of Parliamont may bo arrestod, detainad,

prosacutod or procoodod against in rospect of
opinions givon or votos cost by him in Parliamont

in tho oxarcisa of his offico.




(2) No membor may, during a sossion of parliament or
of ono of its Committoos, bo arrostod or prosecuted
thorisation of

for any offenco, oxcopt with tho au
parliamont in oxcoptional circumstancos.

t::iig;ent. 26. (1) perliomont, unless soonor dissolved undor paragraph
(2) or (3) ' ° ', sholl continuo for 4 yearse from Notionel Council 27,
tho daoto of its ocloction. iy
(2) parliamont may at eny time decide, by raosolution
supported by tho votos of an absoluto majority of
the mombors ot a spocial sitting whon ot leoast
throe-fourths of the members are present, to dissolve
parliomont. At least one week's notice of such a
motion shall be given to tho Spoaker bafore the debate
and the vote on it.
(3) Tho president of the Ropublic may, on the advico
of the Council of Ministers, dissolve parliament. Eﬁﬁﬁiii?e & e
(4) Genoral oloctions shall bo held not carlier than
30 days and not later than 60 days after any
dissolution.
(5) Thero shall be no dissolution of Parliement within
12 months of tho genoral slections following a
dissolution undcr paragraph (2) or (3).
organisotion of 29,
Council ond role
of chiofs,
privilogos of 30,

mombors of Council,

CHAPTER S,

e et ——

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHIEFS

Tho Nationol Council of chiofs sholl bo composcd of

(1)
y thoir pcors pitting in

custom chiofs oloctod b
pistrict Councils of chiofs.

Tho Council gholl make its own rulos of procodure,

(2)
(3)

Tho Council shall hold at loost ono meeting o yoer.

Furthor mootings mey bo hold at tho roguest of tho

Council, parliement, cr tho Goveornmont,

puring tho first gitting following its olection
tho Council shall olect its prosidont,

(4)

Tho Notionel Council of Chiofs has o ganerel competence

to discuss all mattors relating to custom ond
rliemont

(1)

trodition and moy moke rocommcndotions to Pa

or tho Gevernment. for tho prosorvation and promotion

of Now Hobridoan culturo and languageg.

Tho Council may bo consulted on any quostion, pert-

ition end custom,

(2)
jculerly any quostion rolating to trad
in connoction with any bill boforo Parliament,

porliomont shall by low provido for tho orgonigation of

tho National Council of chiofs ond in particular for the

rolo of chicfs ot the villogo, island ond digtrict lovol,

ho Notionol Council of Chiofs may be

(1) No mombor of t
; arrostod, doteinod, prosocutod or proceodod ogainst
in rospoct of opinions given or votos cost by him in
tho council in the oxorciso of his offico,
(2) No membor mey, during o sossion of tho Council or

of onc of its committoos, bo orrostod or prosoccuted

for cny offonco, oxcopt with tho outhoripotion of

¥

tho Council in oxcoptional circumgtonces,



Pregsidont 31.

of the

Republic.

Election 32
cf

President.

Qualifications 33.

for election as

President.

Term of office 34.

and removal
of President.

(1)

(3)

(4)

CHA

HEAD OF

Anyindigenous New

6

N

TE-R

STATE

The head of tho Republic shall be known 28
the Prosident and shall symbolisc the unity

of the nation.

The President of the Republic shall be
slected, in accordance with Schedule 1, by
secret ballet by an electoral ccllege consist-
ing of Parliament 2nd the Presidents of the

Regional Ceuncils.

Hebridean citizen qualified
to be elected tc Parliament shall be eligible

for election 1s President of the Republic.

The term of nffice of the President cf the
Republic shall be 5 years.

The President cof the Republic may be removed
from cffice, cnly for gross misconduct or

incapacity, by the clectoral college provided
for in Article 32 on a motion introduced by =2t
least one-third of the members of the college
and passcd by at least two-thirds of its
membors when 2t least three-fourths of its
members, including 2t least three-fourths of
the Presidents of the Regional Councils, are

present.

At lcast two wacks nctice cf the moticn

provided for in paragraph (2) shall be given to

the Speakor.

If there is no quorum at thoe first sitting as
provided in paragraph (2), the elcctoral

legu may meet and vote on the motion
provided for in paragraph (2) a wcek later aven
i{f thuro is only n quorum of twn-thirds of the

mombers cf the college.

‘col




gpeaker 35,
to act

as
president.

presioential 36.
powers of

pardon,

commutation

and reduction

of

scntences.

office of the

when theru is a vacancy in the

president of the Republic or the president is

overseas or incapacitatad, the Speaker of

Parliament shall perform the functions of the

president. In the evont of a2 vacancy in the

office of tho President of the Republic

plections to that office shall be held within

3 woeks of the vacancy arising.

The President of the Republic may pardon,
commute or reduce 2 sentence imposed on 2
person con icted of an offance. Parliament
may provide for a committee to ﬁdvise the

President in the exercise of this function.

Exccutive 37.
Power.
Council of 38.
Ministecrs.
Election of 39.
prime Minister.
40.

Appointment
and removal
of other Ministers.

(1) The exccutive power

(2) The Prime Mministe

CHAPTER 7

THE EXCCUTIVE

of the pcople of the
Republic is vested in the prime Ministor and

Council of Ministers and shall be cxercised 2s

provided by the Constitution or 2 law.

r shall keep the president of
the Republic fully informed concerning the
general conduct of the government of the

Republic.

nt of the Republic may refer to the

(3) The Preside
siders

Supreme Court any requlation which he con

to bo inconsistent with the Constitution.

(1) There shall be 3 Council of Ministers which

11 consist of the Prime Ministor and other

sha
Ministers.

(2) The number of Ministcrs, including the Prime

Minister, shall not excced a quarter of the

number of members of Parliament.
be elccted by parliament

The Prime Minister shall
y secret ballot in accordance

members b
in Schedule 2.

from among its
with the rules

Ministor shall appoint the other
from among the members of parliament
y Prime

(1) The Prime
Ministers
and may dosignate one of them as Deput

Ministor.

(2) The Prime minister shall nssig

for the conduct of govarnmant to the Ministers.

(3) The Primo Mminister may remove tho Ministors

¢rom office.

n responsibilities




Collectivo 41.

respons  ildty
of Ministors nnd
Votes of no
confidaence.

Termination
of office of
Ministers.

Dther times
when 2

Mminister ccases
to hold office.

-
Ministurs
to remain members

(2) Parliamen

42.

43.

44.

(1) The Council of Ministers s

hall be
collectively responsible to parliament.

t may pass " motion of no confidoence
in the Prime Minister. At least one wuek's
notice of such a3 motion shall be given to the
Speaker and the motio

one sixth of the members ©

n must be signed by

£ parliament. If
it is supported by 2n Absoluts majority of the
the Prime Minister and

office

membors of Parliament,

other Ministers shall ceasc to hold

forthwith but shall continue to excrcise their

functions until 2 new frime Minister is

electead.

The Council of Ministers shall cease to hold cffice

whenever thc Prime Minister resigns or dies but

shall continue to oxercise their functions until =

new Prime Minister is clected. In the case of the
death of the prime Minister, the Deputy Prime
rime Minister 2

the

Minister, or if there is no Deputy P

Minister a2ppointed by the President of

lic, shall act ns prime Minister until a neuw

Rapub
primo Minister is elected.
A Minister, including the Prime Minister, shall also

cease to hold office :-

(a) wheny 2fter 2 general eloction, Parliament

mcets to elect a2 new rrime Ministerj;

(b) if ho ceases to be 2 membcr of fiarliament for
any reascn other than 2 diséclution of
Parliament; or

(c) if he is elected as iresident of tho Republic

] or as Speaker of parliament.

Members of arliament who are appuinted Ministors

ghall_ra*1in their memborship of farliament.

of Parliamentste lnd® afd Swass

§ The 45. (1)
. Judiczurlye
(2)
(3)
(4)
The Judicial 6. (1)
Service
Commissione.
(2)
The Supreme 47. (@)
Court, the
Chief Justice
and other
judges.

cHAPTERS

JUSTICE

The administration of justice is vested in the judiciary,

who are subject only to the Constitution and the lawe The

function of the judiciary is to resolve proceedings according

to law. If there is no rule of law applicable to a matter

before it, a court shall determine the matter according to

substantial justice and whenever possible in conformity with

custom.
the Chief Justice and other judges of

the Supreme Court, members of the judiciary shall be appointed

by the President of the Republic on the advice of the
Judicial Service Commission. ¥

All members of the judiciary shall hold offic
They shall only be removed from office

e until they reach

the age of retirement.

by the President of the Republic in
n a criminal charge; oOr

the event of :-

(a) conviction and sentence O

(b) a determination by the Judicial Service Commission of

gross misconduct, incapacity or professional incompetence.

nd transfer of members of the judiciary may

The promotion &
he advice of

only be made by the President of the Republic on t
the Judicial Service Commission.

The Judicial Service Commission shall
Minister responsible for justice, as Chairman, the
Chief Justice, the President of the Public Service
pointed for three years by

c. and a representative

consist of the

Commission, a judge ap
the President of the Republic,
of the National Council of Chiefs appointed by

the Council.
The Judicial Service Commission shall not be

ject to the direction or control of any other
s functions.

sub
person or body in the exercise of it

The Supreme Court has unlimited jurisdiction to

hear and determine any civil or criminal

proceedings. and such other jurisdiction and z

powers as may be conferred on it by the

Constitution or by law.




Appeals

from

Supreme Court
to Court of
Appeal.
Ascertainment
of Rules of
Custom.
Village and

island courts.

Application
to Supreme
Court regard-
ing infringe-
ments of
Constitution.

49.

50..

(2) The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice

and three other judges.

(3) The Chief Justice shall be appointed by the President

of the Republic after consultation with the Prime

Minister and the leader of the oppositione

(4) The other judges shall be appointed by the President of
the Republic, one being nominated by the Speaker of
Parliament, one being nominated by the President of the
National Council of Chiefs, and one being nominated by the

Presidents of the Regional Councilse.

(5) A person shall not be qualified for appointment as
Chief Justice or other judge of the Supreme Court
unless he is qualified to practise as & lawyer in the

New Hebridese.

Parliament shall provide for appeals from the original
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and may provide for
appeals from such appellate jurisdiction as it may have
to a Court of Appeal which shall be constituted by two or

more judges of the Supreme Court sitting together.

Parliament may provide for the manner of the
ascertainment of relevant rules of custom, and may
in particular provide for persons knowledgeable in
custom to sit with the judges of the Supreme Court
or the Court of Appeal and take part in its
proceedings. :

Parliament shall provide for the establishment of
village or island courts with jurisdiction over customary and
other matters and shall provide for the role of chiefs in
such courts. '
(1) Anyone who considers that a provision of

the Constitution has been infringed in

relation to him may, without prejudice to

any other legal remedy available to him,

~apply to the Supreme Court for redress.

(2) The Supreme Court has jurisdiction to determine the
matter and to make such order as it considers
appropriate to enforce the provisions of the
Constitution.

gEloction 52.
disputos.

public 53,
prosecutor.

public 54,
solicitor.

(3) uwhen o

quostion concerning tho intorprotation

of the constitution arises beforc 8 suborcinate

court, ond tho court considors that the question

concorns @ fundamnntnl point of lauw, the court

sholl submit the question to the Suproeme court

for its dotormination.

r and dotormine any quostion
has becn validly eloctod os 8
membor of parliamont, tho National council of chiofs,

‘Council or whother he hese vacated his
it shall

Tho jurisdiction to hoa

as te whothor @ person

and a Rogional
geat or haos become diaqualifiod to ‘hold

vest in the Supremo Court.

The function of proaecution shall vest in the Public
prosccutor, who shall be appointod by the presidant
of the Ropublic on the advico of tho Judicial sorvice
commission. HO shall not bo subjoct to tho direction

or control of any other person OT body in the

oxorcisa of hie functionse.

parliomont shall provide for tho offico of the Public
golicitor, appointed by the president of the Republic

on tho adviceo of the Judicial
whoso function shall be to prov

service commission, .

ido legel assistance

to noody persons.



CHAPTER

PART 1
public 55. (1)
servants.
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
gxclusion of
socurity of 56. (1)
tonuro in
rolotion to
political

odvisors ond
tronsfor of
public sorvants.

ADMINISTRATION

A

- The Public gervico.

public servants ouwe their allegiance to tho

constitution and  tho pooplo of tho Now Hebrides.

only citizans of tho New Hebrides shall bo appointod

to public offico. The public Servico Commission

shall dotormino other qualifications for appoint-

mont to the public Sarvice.
No nppainlment shell be made to a post that has not

becn created in accordonco with a law.

Tho Primo Ministor oF tho president of a Regional

Council may, oxcoptionally, mako provision fcor the

rocruitmont of staff for a specified period to moet

unforosogn nNoods.
In urgont c€ases, the Public Service Commission may,

oftor consulting the ministors rosponsible for

financo and public administretion, make such a2

docision instoad of the Prime minister.

For os long 288 thoir posts exist, public saervants

shall not bo removed from thoir posts oxcopt in

accordance with the Constitution.
public sorvants shall be given incroments in thoir

salary in accordanco witi the law.

public aorvants shall loave the public Sorvice

upon roaching rotircment age or upon boing dis-
misscd by the public servico Commission. They
shall not bo domotod without coneultation with

the public Sorvico Comni.saion.

The socurity of tonura of public sorvants provided
for in paragraph (5) shall not prevent such com-

pulsory oarly ratixamant'usrﬂay be decided by low in

ordor to onsure tho ronowal of holdars of public

of ficos.
Tho rulo of seocurity of tenurc providod for in

articlo 55 (5) sholl) not apply to tho porsonal
politicel advinons of the prime Mministor and

ministore.




(2) senior public egtvanta in Mministrios may be trans-

forrod by tho Prime minister to other posts of

squivalont rank.

memborshi
of Publicp 57. (1) Tho Public Service Commission shall bo composed of ! ombudgnan,
fivo mombers appointed for threo yoars by the L

Sorvice

commission. prosident of the Republic aftor consultation with

the Prime Ministor.
(2) Tho President of the Ropublic shall appoint every
yeor, from among the members of tho gommission, &
chairman who shall be responsible for organising 3
its procoodings. ’ y
-(3) A porson shall be disquelified for appointment as a
member of the Commission if ho is a mombor of
parliomont, tho National Council of Chiefs or a
Regional Council or if ho oxorciscs a position of
rosponsibility within a political party.
(4) A person shall ceaso to bo a momber of the Commission
4f circumstances arise that, if ho were not a member,

would disquolify him for appointmont as such.
Enquirios by

functions of 5 ombudsman,
public _ 58 (1) Tho Public Sorvice Commission shall boe rosponsible e
sarvice fqr tho appointmont and promotion of public scervants,

Commission. and tho soloction of those to undergo training

coursos in tho Now Hobrides or ovorscas. For such
purposos it may organise competitive examinations.

(2) Thé Commission shall also bo rosponsible for tho
disciplino of public servants.

(3) Tho Commission shall have no authority over tha
fonbora of tho judiciary, the armod forcos, tho
police and tho toachiag servicaes.

(4) Tho Commission shall not bo subjoct to the direction
or control of any other person or body in the
oxercise of its functioms.

59,

60,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)  Tho Ombudsman moy roquos

PART 2 =~ Tho Ombudsmen

Tho Ombudsman sholl bo appointod, for five yoors,

by tho progidont of tho Ropublic oftor congultation

with tho Primo ministor, tho Spockor of porilomont,

tho looders of tho political partios reprogontod in

porliomont, tho president of the Notionol Council of

chiofse, tho prosidonts of tho Rogional Councils, end
tho Choirmen of tho public Sorvice commiggion ond

tho Judiciol sorvico commigsion,

[, porson ghall bo digquelifiod for appointmont es
if ho is o moembor of perlisment, the

pmbudsmen
Council, if

21 Council of Chicfs or a Regional

Nationa
ho hcelds any othor public offico, or if ho oxarcises

o position of rosponsibility within a politicel party.

all coaose to bo ombudsman if circumstenccs

. persun sh
would dis-

orisu thaot, if he wero not tho ombudsmen,

qualify him for appnintmont as such,
Tho Ombudsmon may onquire into tho conduct of any

porson or body to which this Articlo applios :-

(e) wupen rocoiving 2 compleint from e momber of thec

public (or,
his ropresontative or @ mom

if for roasons of incapacity: from

ber of his fomily)

who cleims to havo b

as o rosult of porticular conduct;
(b) ot tho roquost of o Minister, @ mombor of
porlioment, of tho Notionol council of Chiofs

or of o Rogionol Council;
or
(c) of his own initiative,

rticlo shall opply to oll public sorvonts,

torial dopartmonts, with

nt of tho Republic, the
tho Supromo Court and

This
public authoritios ond minis

tho oxcoption of tho Prosido
Judicial sorvico Commigsion,
othor judicial bodies,

t any Ministor, public
authority concornod or ony

porvant, administrator,
to furnish him with

porson likely to apaiat him,
rmotion ond‘ducuwnntuﬁnoudod for his onquiry.

info

ocn the victim of on injustics




Findings of
pmbudsman
ond rcports,

(4)

(5)

61, (1

)

(2)

(

3)

(4)

B L]

PPN I ES TS,

(s)

o AW PR BURDO

t tho porson OT body com=
o roply to tho complaints

Tho Ombudsman shall gron

:lainod of an oppnrtunity t
62. (1) A citizen of the New Hebrides way obtain, in the

mado ngainst thom,
! atizen to ey
official language that he uses, the services which

Tho onquirics of thoe Ombudsmon gholl bo conducted W ices in
own language. . - he may rightfully expect from the Republic's
in privato, administration.
Wherover, oftor duo onquiry, thc Ombudsman concludes (2) Where a citizen considerc that there has been a
that o comnlaint is unjustifiod, o ‘aholl 8o inform breach of paragraph (1) he may make a complaint
j . to the Ombud iry i
tho complaoinant ond tho Primc Ministor and the heoad e Ombudsman who shall conduct an enquiry in
: accordance with Articles 60 and 61.
of tho public dopartmont or authority concernad,
=t (3) The Ombudsman shall, each year, make a special
fa : mbudgman concluco ]
\.ﬂhDrO\lDr, oftor duo onauiry, the O buds ‘3_ S report to Parliament concerning the observance of
thet conduct wos contrery to the law, bosod on orror multilingualism and the measures likely to ensure
of law or of fact, delayed for unjustified reasons, its respecte.
et 3 ) a t -
or -unjust or blatently unreasonablo and thot, con Ombudsman not 63. The Ombudsman shall not be subject to the direction or
subject to
goquontly, any docision taken should bec annullod or dirgction s control of any other person or body in the exercise of
control. his functions. '

changed or that any practico followed should bo
rovisct, ho shell forward his firdings to tho Primo
RNinister end to tho hoad of tho public puthority or

doiartmont diroctly concorncd,

The roport of the ombudsman shall bo public unlecss
ho docidos to keoop tho roport, or ports of it, con-
fidonticl ts the Primo Ministor and tho person in
charge of tho rolevant public sorvice, on tho
grounds of public socurity or public intorest, Tho
com;:1einant shall in any coso be told of tho find-

ings of the ombudsman,

The pPrime Ministor or the porson in chargo of tho
roluovant public sorvice shall docido upon the
findings of tho pmbudsman within a ronzonable timo
and the decision, with roasons, gholl be given to
tho com;:lainont forthwith, fny period 1imiting the
timo in which logal procoodinga may bo commonced
shcll nzt begin to run until tho comploinent has

roceivod tho decinion,

Tho Ombudsman shall prosont a genoral roport to
parlicment oach yoar aond moy incko such odditional
rororts e3 ho congidors nocossary concorning the
¢ischarge of hig functions and action tckon on his
! gindﬁugs; Ho may drow tho attontion of Porliomont

to any dorocta which appuer to him to oxist in thao
pdminiptration,



gconduct of
loodors,

pofinition of
8 loador,

parliomont to
give effect to
this Chapter,

64.

65,

66.

(1)

(2)

Any porson dofinod as e loodor in Article 65 hos 8

CHAPTER 10,

e e e b

LERDERSHIP CODE
RE—————

duty to conduct himgelf in such o way. both in his

public and privoto 1ifo, so o8 not to g=

(a) pleco himsolf in o position in which he hes or

could have a conflict of intorcsts or in which
tho fair oxorciso of his public or officinl
dJutios might be compromigod;
(b) demoon his offico or position;
(c) allow his intogrity to be colled into question;
or
(u) ondongor or diminish regpoct for ord confidonce
in thc intogrity of tho Govornmont of tho
Now Hobridos,
In perticuler, o loador shall not uso his offico
for porsonal gain or ontor into any trangsaction or
ongogo in any entorpriso or activity thot might bs
oxpoctod to givo riso to doubt in tho public mind es
to whothor he is corrying out or has carriod out tho

duty imposod by paragreph (ab)is

For tho purposc of this Chaptor, a loador moans tho

_prosidont of tho Ropublic, tho primo Minigtor ond othor

ministors, membors of porliement, and such public sarvqnts,

officors of Governmont agonciog anc othor officors as may

bo proscribod by low,

porlioment shall Ly law give offect to tho principles

of this Chapter,




Emorgoncy
regulations.

poriod of ond
ronowels of
gtoto of
emorgoncy .

68,

CHRPTER 11,

. e e e

EMERGENCY POVERS
R

Tho Council of finistors. may moko rogulations for dealing

with o nublic omorgoncy whonovor s=

()
(b)

thu Ropublic is ot wary OF

tho Prosidont of tho Ropublic acting on tho odvico of
tho Ccuncil of ministors decclaros o stete of cmorgency
Ly roaoson of noturol colomity or to provent o throat

to or tou rostoro public ordor,

VVhen parlicmont is in spogsion a stote of emorgoency

doelarcd uncor frticle 67 shall cocaso to hoave eoffect
ot the end of onc wook unlcses cpproved by o rogolution

+f pPorliomont spupportod by two-thirds of its members,

V'hon Parlicment is not in scssion 2 stoto of omergoncy

shall cuaso to have offoct ct the ond of 2 wooks,

Vhoro & rogolution hes becon pagsod in accordanco
with seregroph (1) tho atote of omorgoncy approved

by it shall romoin in forco for the poriod outhorised
by the rogolution oxcept that no guch rosolution may
putheriso @ ptcto of omorgoney for morc then 3 months

ot onc timo,

parlicment moy moot whonover it Jocidos during o

stote of omorgoney.

iorlioment may not bo digsolvod undor Articlo 26 (2)
or (3) during 2 gtote of omorgency. 1f the lifo cf
o vorlicmont onds in accordonce with nrticlo 26 (1)
Juring o state of cmorgoney the formor mombors of
that perlioment may moout fcr'tho urpnso only of
congidoring the statc of omergency until tho ncw
parliament first mcots,

perlioment may at any timo termincte o steto of
omurgency by @ repolution aupportud'by on uLsolutn

majority of its mombors,




gffoct of 69, (1) subjoct to paragraph (2)

pmorgen
rogulot..n3,

of Chapter 2,
ghall :-

(2)
froodom from inhum

laboury and

(b) mako provision for
without triol for

such porson is an

(2) Rogulctions moco by the
accordanco with frticle
roogoncizly nocessary in
omorgoncy to which thoy

in o domocrctic socicty,

Complaints to
Suprecmo Court
concerning
emergency
regulations,

70.

of such rcgulations,

council of pinigtors in occordanco with Articlo

67 shall havo cffoct notwithstanding tho provisions

dorogate from tho right to

jurisdiction to dotermino tho validity

rogulotions mado by tho

part 1 oxcopt that no rogulation

1ifc and tho

an trcatment and forcod

tho dotontion of a person
morc than ono month unlecss

onomy clien,

council cf Ministors in
67 sholl bge such os are
tho circumstencos of thc

relcte and as ero justifiable

frny citizen ag,ricvod by reoson of regulotions mede by
the Council of finisters in accordance with Articlo 67

may comylcin to tho guprome Court which shall have

of all or any

Lond belongs

to custom
ownors,

Bosis of ownor=
ghip end usc,

porpotunl
ownership,

Notional
lond low.

componsction,

Digputes,

Lond
transoctions.

73.

74,

75

6%

A

CHADTER

LIND,

A1l lend in tho Ropublic bolongs to the indigonous

cugtom owncrs ano thoir doscondents,

Tho rulos of custom shall form tho basis of ownership

ond upo of land in thc Ropublic,

only indigoncus citizons of tho Ropublic who have
ocquirod their 1and in accordence with o rocognised
system cf 1ond tonure shall have norpeotual ownorship

of thoir lond,

parliament, cftor congultation with the Notional Council
of chicfs, shall provido for tho implomentation of
articles 71, 72 and 73 in @ ncticnel lznd low and may
mako cifferont orovision for Jdifforont cctogorios of

lancd, cno of which shaoll bo urben land,

parlicment shall prescribo such criteric for the ossess—
mont cf comsensation ond tho manncr of its paymont o8 it
dooms approjivicto to porsons whoso intorcsts arc advorsoly

offocted by loyislation undor this Chajp:itor,

(1) Vhere consequent on tho provisicns of this Chepter,
thoru is o disputo concorning tho ownorship of
alionatod! lend tho Governmont ghall hold such lend

until the disputo ig rusclvod,

(2) The Governmont shall arrongoe for the appropriate
customary institutions or precodures to rcsolve

gisputces concerning the awnorship of custom lenc,

(1) Notyithstanding prticlos 71, 72 ond 73 1nnd trong=-
actions Lutween on indigonous citizen and oither

~ non=indijuncus citizen or o non-citizen shell

only bo sermittod with tho consent of the Government.,




Governmcnt may
own land,

Redistribution
of land,

78,

9.

(2)

The consent tequired under noregroph (4) shall bo

oivon unloss tho tronsaction is prujudicinl to tho

inturosts of s=

(a) thc custom ownor or OWNOTS of the lond;

(L) the indigonous citizen where ho is not tho

custom ownory

(c) tho community in whose locolity the land is

situctod;
or

(d) tho chubiic.

Notwithstending frticlos 71 and 72 tho Govornment may

own land cecquirod by it in tho public intercst.

(1)

(2)

Notwithstanding rrticlos 71 ond 72 the Govornment

mey buy land from custom ownocrs for the purpose of

transforring ownership of it te indigonous citizons

or indigonous communitics from over-populatod

islaonds,

Whon reoistributing land in accordance with poragraph

(1), thc Govornmont sholl givo priority to othnic,

linguistic, customary and goographical tios,

Legislation
for
decentralisation

Regioncl
Councils

80,

81,

CHAPTER 13,

.

DECENTRALISATION,

The Republic of tho New Hebrides. conscious of tho
importanco of docontraligation to onablec the pcoplo
fully to participato in the govornment of thoir
rogions, shall onact logislation nocossary to reelize
that idecal,

(1) Each rogion may oloct a regional council in
accordance with a law which ghall in particuler
provide for the reproscntation of custom chicfs

within such council,

(2) As soon as a rogional council is clectod, it shall
start ncgotiations with the Govornment in ordor
to proparc proposals for logislction providing

for the powers cond adminigtration of the region,

(3) Tho pruposals for logislotion roferred te in
parcgraph (2) shall bo submittcd to Perliament
which shall cdopt thom by tho votes of o loast

tyo-thirds of tho mombers of Pcrliomont,




CHAPTER 1b4.

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUION

Bills for 82. A bill for an amendment of the Constitution may be
amendment introduced either by the Prime Minister or any other
of Constit-

ution. member of Parliament.

Procedure for 8%, @A bilk for an amendment of the Conmstitution shall not

gi?gi:% 2:::§it- come into effect unless it is supported by the votes
ments. of no less than two-thirds of all the members of

Parliament at a special sitting of Parliament at

which three-quarters of the members are preseht. ity

there is no such quorum at the first sitting, Parliament

may meet and make a decision by the same majority a

week later even if only two-thirds of the members

are present.

Amendments 84. A bill for an amendment of & provision of the Constitution

requiring support y N A
of referendums. regarding the status of Bislama, English and French‘the

electoral system, the powers and organisation of Regional

Councils or the parliamentary system, passed by
Parliament under Article 83, shall not come into effect

unless it has been supported in a national referendum.




CHAPTER 15.

PUm———

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

First Pre dent 85. Notwithstanding Chapter 6 the first President of the
of the Republice Republic shall:=

(a) be such person as shall have been elected prior to
the day of Independence by an electoral college
constituted for that purpose by the Representative
Assembly sitting with the Presidents of the

Regional Councils if then established;

assume office on the day of Independence and hold
office in accordance with the provisions of the

Constitution.

First Prime The persons who immediately before the day of Independence
Minister and nold office as Chief Minister or any other Minister shall
other Ministers.
as from that day hold office as Prime Minister or other
Minister, as the case may be, as if they had been elected

or appointed thereto under Chapter 7.

First (1) The persons who immediately before the day of Independence
Paor] s are members of the Representative Assembly shall on that
day become members of Parliament and shall hold their

seats in Parliament in accordance with the Constitution.

The person who immediately before the day of
Independence holds tre office of Chairman of the
Representative Assembly shall as from that day act

in the office of Speaker of Parliament until a person

is elected to hold that office.

The standing orders of the Representative Assembly
in force immediately before the day of Independence
shall have effect as from that day as the standing
orders of Parliament until modified or replaced under
Article 19 (5) but shall be construed with such
adaptations as may be necessary to bring them into

conformity with the Constitution.

Parliament shall, unless sooner dissolved, stand
dissolved on the 14th November, 1983.




Existing 88.
offices.

Judges of the 89.
Supreme Court.

Rights, Lia- 90.
bilities and
Obligations.
Electoral 9l.
System.

-

(1) Subject to the other provisions of the Constitution, a ¢
person who immediately before the day of Independence
holds or acts in an office in the service of the
Government of the New Hebrides shall, as from that day,
hold or act in that office or the corresponding office
established by or under the Constitution on the same terms
and conditions as those on which he holds or acts in

the office immediately before that daye.

(2) Paragraph (1) is without prejudice to the power of

Parliament to provide for the compulsory retirement of

non-citizen officers to promote localisation of offices.

(3) Notwithstanding Article 55 (2), until a citizen of the

New Hebrides is qualified for appointment to a public office
a non-citizen may be appointed to that office but, except in

the case of a judge of the Supreme Court, shall be appointed

for a limited period.

Notwithstanding Chapter 8, any person who immediately before
the day of Independence holds office as a judge of the
pre-lndependence Supreme Court or of a District Court shall as
from that day act in the office of judge of the Supreme Court
until a substantive appointment is made to that office in
accordance with Chapter 8. The President of the Republic may
appoint one of them to act as Chief Justice until a substantive

appointment is made to that office.

(1) All rights, liabilities and obligations of the
Government of the New Hebrides, whether arising
out of contract or otherwise, shall, as from the
day of Independence, be rights, liabilities and
obligations of the Republic.

(2) Nothing in paragraph (1) shall prevent the
Government of the Republic renegotiating rights,
liabilities or obligations assumed under that

paragraph.

After the general elections next following the
Exchange of Notes providing for the entry into
force of this Article, the Representative Assembly
shall set up & Committee with equal representation
of ql} gplitical groups to make recommendations on
ctoral system based on Article 17 (1).

D

Tho recommendotions of the Cemmitteo chnll bo includud in

o law cnactud by perliemont by @ tyo=thirds mojority of

of porlicment when at

nrogont, 1f thoero

itg members ot a special gittiny

locst throe=-fuourths of the membors oro

ig no such quorum ot tho first gitting, parliomcnt may

moot onu mecke © Jocigion by thc semc mojority o wook

jator oven if only two-thirds of tho members are gcrosont,

92 All logal yrdcuoﬂings, whother civil or criminel, pending

tggzzodings, ' immodiatoly boforo tho day of Independonce bcforo any
court in thc Now Hebrides shall be ¢igpesed of on and
aftor thot cay in accﬁrdnncc with genoral ©Ff gpocific
dirceticns given by tho Suprome court subjoct to.any lew
which mcy Le onacted for that purposc,

Existing 93, (1) Until sthefwisc provided py Porliomont, 211 Joint

el hc*ulrti”na ond subsidiory leogislaticn mado thero-

under in foreo immediately vofere tho doy of

shcoll continuo in oporction cn and

indcjpundonct

ay as if thoy had boon mado in pursuance

of ter that d
ot the constitution ond shall be construed with such

ccastotions a8 may bo nccessary to bring thom into

confermity with tho Congtituticn,

vided by porliamont, tho British

(2) Until othurgise pro
in force or applicd in the New

ond French 1lcws
Jdintoly befere tho day of Indepondenco

Hebrides imme
sholl ¢n znd aftor thot doy centinuc tc epply to the

oxtont that thoy are not cxprossly rovokod orF
jncom;otiblo with theo indepondent stotus of tho Now

1o taking duc account of

Hcbridoe and whorovor possit

custom,

(3) Ccustomery 1ew sholl continuo to hovo offcct as part

of the law of tho Republic,




Rogional
Councils
bofore
Indopondonce,

94,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Rogionol Councils gholl bo oloctod in Tanna and
Santo on tho samo doy as tho goncrol cloctions to
thu Rupresontativo Assombly noxt following tho

Exchengu of Notos providing for tho ontry into farco
of this Articlo,

Tho modelitics of this oloction shell bo ostablishod
by on Exchango of Notos betwoon tho British and
Fronch Governmontg, which shall in particular provido

for tho rojsrcsontation of custom chiofs within such
Rogional Councils,

Is scon os they aro oloctod tho Rogicnal Councilsg
of Tanna and Saonto sholl start nogotiations with
tho Govornmont in ordor to proparo proposalsg for
logislotion providing for thoir powors and thoir

mannor cof administration, Tho law on decontralisot-

ion for Tennz and Santo shall be adopted by the
Ruprusentative figscmbly bofore Indcpondonco,

Thu Council of Ministcrs may provide for thce olection

of rogivnal councils in othor constituoncics bofore

Indo;:ondonco in accordence with modalitics ostablighec

in an Cxchenyoe of Notos betwoen the British cond Fronch
Governmonte,

86 HE DL (frticlo 32)

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

A Tho oloction of tho Prosidunt of tho Republic shcll take
. ploce within 3 wooks cf the ond of tho torm of officc of
tho previous Prosidont,
2 (1) Tho olectorel college moy proceed to oloct thu.Prosidont
j of the Ropublic ot its first mooting if ot leost throe

fourths of its mombors orc prosont,

(2) 1If thero is no such quorum, tho oloctoaral collogo sholl
meet ogoin 46 hours loter and may lowfully procced to
cloct the Prosicont if ot loost twyo thirds of its mombors

aru preasont,

3 The condidatu whe obteins thu support of two thirds of the
mombors of the electerel colloge shall bo oloctod Prusidont

of tho Ropublic,



I

S CH'EDUEE 2 (Article 39)

ELECTION OF THE PRIME MINISTER

95 The candidatc who obtains the support of an absolute
ma jority of the members of Parliament shall be

elocted Prime Minister.

2, If no candidate is oleccted under the preceding paragraph;
a second tallot shall be taken but the candidate
obtaining the lowest number of votes in the first
ballot shall be eliminated.

3is If on thz second ballot no candidate obtains the support
specified in paragraph 1, further ballots shall be held,
each time eliminating the candid~te with the lowest vote
in the prece_ding ballot until one candidate receives

the support specified in paragraph 1, or if only two

.

candidates remain the support of 2 simple majority.

T T
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