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SITUATION IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC

Previous Reference: OD(SA)(82) 13th Meeting

Immediately before their meeting the Sub-Committee were joined by
the Chief of Naval Staff, Chief of the General Staff and Chief of
the Air Staff and were given an appreciation of the military situation

and prospects.

THE DEFENCE SECRETARY said that the Sub—Committee would need to take a
number of difficult military decisions early the following week, after
the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's return from Washington. They
would need to decide, inter alia, when the Amphibious Force should sail
from Ascension Island; when and how to establish a total Exclusion Zone
round the Falkland Islands, covering aircraft as well as ships; and
whether and how to insert Special Forces. These decisions would require
detailed consideration in the light of the progress of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Secretary's negotiations with the Americans. They should

not therefore be addressed at the present meeting.

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the

Sub-Committee would aim to meet at Chequers on 25 April, when further

military briefing would also be required. No decision would in the

meantime be taken on the date for the Amphibious Force to leave Ascension
or the other matters referred to by the Defence Secretary. The Foreign
and Commonwealth Secretary should seek, while in Washington, to dispose
of apparent American hesitations about British forces' freedom of action
on the use they made of the airfield on Ascension; meanwhile Vulcan

bombers should not be deployed there.

The Sub-Committee -

1. Invited the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary to discuss
urgently with the Americans the use of Ascension Island's’
facilities, as indicated by the Prime Minister in her summing up.

2. Agreed to resume their discussion at 10.30 am on 25 April.
3. Invited the Defence Secretary to arrange for the Chiefs of

Staff to be available to provide further expert military briefing
on that occasion.
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