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From the Private Secretary 

The P r i m e M i n i s t e r has g i v e n some p r e l i m i n a r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n 


t o t h e v a r i o u s e n e r g y i s s u e s w h i c h t h e new A d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i l l 


have t o t a c k l e . She w o u l d be g r a t e f u l i f y o u r S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , 


i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h i n t e r e s t e d c o l l e a g u e s , w o u l d l e t h e r have 


an e a r l y n o t e s e t t i n g o u t t h e main i s s u e s w h i c h w i l l have t o be 

d e a l t w i t h and a l s o s e t t i n g o ut a t i m e t a b l e f o r b r i n g i n g them 


f o r w a r d f o r c o l l e c t i v e c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The P r i m e M i n i s t e r has 


h e r s e l f p i c k e d o u t two i s s u e s on w h i c h she w o u l d l i k e r e v i e w s t o 

be g o t underway as so o n as p o s s i b l e : f i r s t l y , s h e w o u l d l i k e t o 


have a r e v i e w f r o m y o u r Department and t h e Dep a r t m e n t o f I n d u s t r y 


on t h e p r o s p e c t s , and sc o p e f o r e a r l y r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n , o f t h e 

I two t u r b i n e m a n u f a c t u r e r s ; s e c o n d l y , she has a s k e d f o r an u r g e n t 


»

• r e v i e w o f BNOC and i t s p o s s i b l e f u t u r e r o l e . L i n k e d t o t h e q u e s t i o n 


o f BNOC i s t h e f u t u r e o f t h e e x i s t i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n a g r e e m e n t s 


w i t h t h e p r i v a t e o i l c o m p a n i e s , and t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r has a s k e d 


f o r a d v i c e i n due c o u r s e on what t h e Government a t t i t u d e s h o u l d be 


t o them - t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t t h e p o i n t t h a t t h e r e a p p e a r s t o be 

some doubt about t h e i r l e g a l v a l i d i t y . 


<^>2SL, As I hav e a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d t o yo u , t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r w o u l d 


r^v^jbUu^Xi P - i k e t o pay a v i s i t t o y o u r Department b e f o r e P a r l i a m e n t r i s e s f o r 

jv\a^"7^' t h e r e c e s s ; we w i l l be i n t o u c h w i t h you t o a r r a n g e a s u i t a b l e 


X 

t i m e and d a t e . 
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