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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

24 March 1981

Argentina

General Roberto Viola becomes President of the
Republic of Argentina on g9 March. The question arises
whether the Prime Minister should send him a message of
congratulations.

General Viola, like his predecessor, General
Videla, was appointed by the Armed Forces: there have
been no elections since the military takeover in 1976
and none are planned for the future. In the human
rights field Argentina has a bad record and, although
there have been i1mprovements lately, abuses still
continue as does the Armed Forces' resistance to accepting
any accountability for the excesses of the past. An
inauguration message could be criticised in the UK as
giving support to an undemocratic regime and to its
human rights policies.

On the other hand, it is important to us to

ave a good working relationship with the Argentine
Government, principally because of the Falklands dispute,
but also because of our increasingly varuaple ctrade
links. A message would be well received, and, con-
versaly, its absence would be noted. There are likely
to be messages from the Amegricans, the Germans, the
French, the Irish, the Canadians and perhaps ‘“the

stralians amt—Ttalians too. We should therefore be
in respectable company; and any criticism from the human
rights lobby could be dealt with by emphasising a
message's courtesy nature.

On balance, therefore, the Foreign and
Commonwealth Secretary is in favour of a message to the
incoming President (he has already arranged to send one
to the new Foreign Minister). I enclose a draft for the
Prime Minister's consideration.

I vy

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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Prime Minister

DEPARTMENT:

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION TO: Your Reference

Top Secret His Excellency General Roberto EduardL Viola
Secret

Confidential
Restricted
Unclassified

Copies to:

PRIVACY MARKING SUBJECT:

veaeeseesessns I Confidence

1 take this opportunity to send you my
CAVEAT

congratulations, and those of Her Majesty's Government,
on your accession to the Presidency and I look forward

to the continued development of eur reLations.‘l/n:uM w
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