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LEADER'S QUNSULTATIVE OCMMITTEE
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Minutes of tie 145th Meating held at 3,00 pem. on
Monday, 10th January 1977, in tie Leaderts Room at
the ngse ¢f Comnonag .

Present: drs. Thatcher (in tue Cnalr)

. Sir Reiti Joseph, Lord Carrington,
Lord Hailsham, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
. Mr. Prior, Mr. , Mr. Gilmeour,
Mz, Lavies, dr. 5t. Jolm Stevas,
Mr, Reseltine, Mx. Maude, Mr, Neave,
Yr, Edwards, Mrs, Cppenheim, -
Wz, 3iffen, hz. King, Mr. Note,
N Mr. Taylor, Lord Thomneycroft.

pire Atkins,
In attencance: Sir klcueel Havers, Mr. Brittan,
idr. Stanley, ur. Butler, Mr, Louglas,
. My, Hooson, rir. Ridley, lire. Hicaclsons
&pologies: Hre Whitelaw, Hr. Jenkin, Mr. Peyton.
L. It was agreed toat in the event of Loxd Avon's deati, we
saculd expect Ema Govermuent to edjourn Perlisient for a day in
. the custouary tribute.

2. Voting on amendments to the Scotland snd Wales Bi1T
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¥r, Pym introduced a discussion based on .als paper, LCC/75/15L.
Tae following points were apreeds:

(1) We were not expecting t¢ wilp on wost of the anzndments
te tue Bill, but thexe would be taree ine wirlps .In support of
our major amendients, suci as_teo preveat tne establisiiient of a
Seottish executive and to exclude dales.

(11} We recognlsed that tue J1ll was s6 had tuat tiere was
not mucit tope of bringing it fnto line with our own proposaks,

(111) e would table and suppoxt azendments to pravent
the Scettisa assembly from interfering witu auman ri.gglr:s or
tiie internaticnal obligations of tue Udle

(iv} We should noxmally leave smendaents on tne Welsa
sections of the Bill to groups of backbenciers ané we saould
be careful not ta support amendments wilcit could prove
e.:.lbarrassing, sucit 88 any Lo set up en advisory assesbly for
Wales.

(v} Ve siould not pub down amendments to reduce the
proportion of seats allocatec to Scotland anid Wales in tae
Westminster Pavliament. Tie Speaker's Conference was tu¢ corract
& for Buca @ oiscussicn, and in tils comtext it was noted
tuat tihe Spcaker's Conference was not yet set up because the
Government would not concede our wisn to have tihs under-
reprasentation of Englend and dortuern Iveland discussed.
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{(vi) Witn wegewrd to tne Governmant's yequest for
oco-operation over a tluetebie for the Bill (see Leader's
Consultacive Comittee Minutes LCG/76/144, zaragraph 3) 1t was
noted tiat Mr, Atlkins had givan no undertaking except to say
that we would consider any reprasentaticne from the Governaant
énd malntain customAry contact with the Governpent's businesa
waregexs as the Pill progressed.

(vii} We would eupport amendisents to preserve for tue
tuetland isiamds tha specisl stetus wilch toey aave by virtue of
tie Zetland County Council Act 1974,

It wes apxeed to continue tils dlacussion at the next
neet{nz WhlGh Would be on Wednegday. 12ti Jaruary ab 5.00 p.m.,
anG Wr, Atkins would seek to discover waat sttitude Tue Speaksr
was taiing to tie awendesni put Gown by kir. Abse, Mr, Steel enc
otiers. .

4y otier business

Wro, Cppeiels reported on tie situation in tie bread
industry and on tie action taken by celivery van drivers, Tiers
wis & clgcussion, I wup ggreed t.at we should pot vote apsainal
tue Jvedd Prices (ilG.ZJ vrcexr 1075, widea uas Likely to e
debated loter C.at eveniug. Toe Nescarcu Lepertmonl wac
lostruccad t6 prenera = ALOYT paper makdng tue Lasic
solicicel peluts Oa tue Losue, my. t.at ceples of Cals el be
gft Lu tue dudpVs offlec,

searc:. Lerax




