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10 DOWNING STREET

"  From the Private Secretary - 3 January 1980
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i g Call by the Soviet Ambassador

v

; | - ' I enclose a copy of the record of this
| afternoon's discussion between the Prime
Minister and the Soviet Ambassador. I also
enclose a copy of the message to the Prime
Minister from President Brezhnev delivered
by Mr. Lunkov.
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I should be grateful if the record of
] - the discussion could be given a limited
: : distribution.

|

; ’ I am sending a copy of this letter and . -
{i its enclosures to Brian Norbury (Ministry of el I
: Defence) and Martin Vile (Cabinet Office).

G.G.H. Walden, Esq.,
- Foreign and gommonwealth-Office,ﬁ
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Unofficial translation

In connection with Your message delivered 1n Moscow on
20 December I must note that the picture it draws of what is
happening in the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan is quite
far from reality. We have already informed You about the
facts of the matter and still stranger seem to look the
assertions contained in Your message.

You seem not to wish to notice the fact that the question
is about the entry of limited Soviet military contingents on
request of the government of Afghanistan, I emphasize, exactly
on its request. Attempts to cast a doubt on the fact itself of
the approach to us on this score by the Afghan side are totally
groundless. For almost two years the government of Afghanistan
has repeatedly made such requests to us, with one such request
addressed on 26 December 1979. You can not fail to know recent
public statements of the Afghan side itself which mention
these approaches.

The motivations of these requests are no secret as well.
For a prolonged period of time acts of external aggression
against the democratic Afghanistan have been taking place, and
now at an ever greater scale. In these circumstances the
approach of the government of Afghanistan to the Soviet Union
for help and assistance in repelling the external aggression,
as well as our positive reaction to this request are natural
and lawful actions provided for by Article 51 of the UN Charter
which clearly states the right of any state - member of the
UN to not only individual, but also collective self-defence.

Totally unacceptable are the hints in Your message to the
effect that the Soviet Union allegedly did something to over-
throw the government of Afghanistan. I must quite definitely
stress that the changes in the Afghan leadership are made by
Afghans themselves. Soviet military contingents took no
military actions against the Afghan side and we naturally have
no intentions to take them. The Soviet Union has not at all
interfered and does not interfere in the internal affaires of
Afghanistan which are settled by the Afghans themselves. The

Afghan people express its will itself by its words and its
deeds.
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Tt has already been said to the British side - and I can
repeat it once again, - that as soon as the reasons which
caused the request of Afghanistan to the Soviet Union cease to
exist we intend to withdraw completely our military contingents
from the territory of this country.

As to the Soviet Union, it invariably builds its relations
with all countries on the basis of complete equality and
mutual respect without dividing them to strong and weak, big
and small.

In the light of all this any attempts of others to speak
as if on behalf of the Afghan people, to determine what 1s
better and what is worse for it can not be taken seriously.
If a real care is to be taken about the interests of the
people of Afghanistan, one should above all contribute to the
ending of armed invasions from outside to the territory of
this country. And it is here that Britain could do something
if it so wished. |

In conclusion I would like to emphasize - although this
subject is not touched upon in Your message - that despite
obvious differences on a number of questions of the interna-
tional politics, the Soviet Union favours that no excessive
emotionsand artificial complications are introduced in the
Soviet-British relations, but that they should develop in the
spirit of mutual understanding, detente and peace. We are
convinced that this would be in keeping with the vital

interests of the peoples of both countries.




B cBg3y ¢ Bamum mocJsaHmeM, IeperaHHHM B MocKBe 29 mexraops,
TOJXEeH OTMETHUTH, UTO OOpUCOBAHHAA B HEM KapTHHA IPOUCXOIALET'D B
TlemoxpaTnueckoii PecnyGimmre AJraHWCTaH BeChMA faseka OT IeiCTBHU-
TeJIbHOCTA. MH yxe HHGOpMApPOBaAIW Bac 0 (PAKTHYECKOX CTOpPOHE IeJa.
TeMm Gosiee CTDPAHHO BHIVIATAT YTBEPEIEHWUs, CONIepxaupmecd B Bamem
[1OCJIQHNN . '

By xax GyIOTO He XOTWTe 3aMevaTh TOr0 (pakTa, UTO pedb HUIeT
0 BBOIE OI'DAHMYEHHHX COBETCHKUX BONHCKHUX KOHTUHI'€HTOB IO IPOCH-
Ge mpaBHTeJbCTBa Afranucrada, mONYEpKUBaW, HUMEHHO IO €I'0 HPOCh-
Ge. IIONHTKEA OOCTABUTEH IIOI COMHEHMe caM (JagT oOpaleHus K HaM Ha
5TOT cueT adTaHCKO! CTODPOHH JIMNEHH BCAKMX OCHOBaHWI., Ha IpOTA-
WEHUN IIOYTH IBYX JIET HNpaBUTEJLCTBO AQraHucTanHa HEOITHOKPaTHO
o6palmayochk K HaM C TaKUM IIpOChOaMid, NpUYeM OfHa W3 HHX OHJIQ
HampaBiaeHa 26 mexadpa 1979 roma. Bam He MOT'yT He CHTH H3BECTHH
HemaBHVE OyC/INUHHE 3agBJeHUA camoil afraHCKol CTODOHH, B KOTOPHX
TOBOPUJIOCE 00 5TUX ee OCpaleHuIX.

He cexpeT W TO, YeM MOTUBUDOBAIACE BTH IPOCHOH. B TegeHue
IINTEJBHOr0 BPEMEHN IPOTHB IEMOKDATAUYECKOIr'D AdraHKCcTaHa HMEOT
MECTO aKTH BHemHe# arpeccmm, KoTopasd ceiidac IpHHANa eme Ooree
IMpOKWe MacmTalH. B 5THX yCJHOBHAX olpaleHue NPaBATEIBCTBA Adra-
mncTaga K CoBeTcroMy Con3y 00 OKA3QHWW [MOMOWU U CONEUCTBUA B
OTpaXeHNN BHemHe#l arpeccum, Kak X TO, YTO MH IIOJIOMUTEJNBHO OT-
RIMKHYINCHh HA TaKyn Ipochkly, DPeICTaBIANT COOOH TEWCTBUSA eCTeCT-
BeHHHe X NpaBOMEepHHE, KOTOpHE MpeIyCMOTpeHH cTaThell 51 Jcrasa
OOH, rme Y4eTKO 3afWKCHDPOBaAHO IpaBod JIOOOI'0 I'OCyLapcTBa - 4WieHa
00H He TOJNBKO HA MHIVBAIYAILHYO, HO U Ha KOJJIEKTHBHY CamM0000pO-
HY .

CoBEpIEHHO HEIpHeMIeMH HaMeKn B Bamem IIOCJTaHWE HA T0, OyI-
ro0 CoBeTcku#z Con3 YTO-TO IPENNPUHAN IJIA CBEPKEHHUA [PaBUTEJNIBCTBA
Ajprammcrana. loakeH CO BCEH OIPEeIeJeHHOCTBO MONUYEePKHYTh, HUTO
U3MEHEHNA B a(raHCKOM DPYKOBONCTBE IIPOW3BEIEHH CamMiMi agraHIIaMid.
CoBETCKHIE BONMHCKNE KOHTUHTEHTH He NpeIIpuENMaIl HAKAKAX BOEH-
HHX »OeficTBuil mpoTmB afTraHCKOW CTOPOHH, W y Hac, pasyMeeTcsd,

HeT HamepeHm# mpenmpuHUMATH uX. CoBeTcrmii Cons BOOCUE HE BMEMN-
BaJICH I HE BMENMBAETCA BO BHYTpPEHHUE mesa AQraHucTaHa, KOTOpHE
pemanTca cavumu afraxmamvi. CBoo BOMD afraHCKu¥ HapoL BHPaxXaerT
caM, CBOHM CJIOBOM X CBOUM IE€JIOM.




AHTJIMIICKOEX CTOpOHE y%ke I'OBOPUJIOCH, X MOI'y HOBTOPUTH BTO
ene pa3: Kak TOJNBKO OTHANyT IPHUYAHH, BH3BABIME IPOCEOy Adranmcra-
Ha K CoBeTcromy Cow3y, MH HaMepPEHH IMIOJHOCTEIO BHBECTH HAUM BOWH-
CKIE KOHTUHT'€HTH C TEpPPUTOPHU 3TOi CTpPaHH.

Yro xacaetrca CoBeTckoro Cows3a, TO OH HEW3MEHHO CTPOUT CBOH
OTHOMEHNAS CO BCEMI CTpaHaMWl Ha OCHOBE IOJHOI'0 PABEHCTBAE I B3QUMHO-
I'0 yBakeHus, HE paslielisid HX Ha CWJIBHHE W CcJaCHe, Ha OO0JIBINE 1
MaJHe .

B cBeTe BCero 3TOI'0 BCAKNWE IIONHTKA NPYT'UX I'OBOPUTH Kak OH
OT UMeHH a(raHCKOI'0 Hapoma, OINpPeneJadATh, 4YTO IJA HEro Jyvile H
YTO Xy¥e, HEe MOI'yT OHTH IIPUHATH BCEphe3. LCIN II0-HaCTOAIEMY IIDO—
ABJATH 3a00Ty 00 HMHTepecax Hapoma AQraHucTaHa, TO CJHENyeT MpeRIe
BCET'0 CIOCOOCTBOBATH IIpEKpAalleHNl BOOPYXEHHHX BTODPXEHWV HW3BHE HA
TEPPUTOPUI0 BTOr'0 IocyrapcTBa. U TyT AHrymsa morJa OH KO0e-YTO ClesaTh,
ecyqi OH TOI'0 IIOoXeJsaJa.

B zaximoyeHmne xoTeJ OH HOTYEPKHYTHh — XOTA 5Ta TeMa B Bamewm
[IOCJaHUN W He 3aTpoHyTa, — YTO, HECMOTPA HaA OUYEBUIHHE DACXOKIe—
HIA B pANE BONPOCOB MERIYHApPOILHOW noJuTuru, CoBeTcruit Cons -
CTOPOHHUK TOI'0, UYTOCH B COBETCKO-QHIVIN/CKWE OTHOMEHWS HE IIPUBHOCH-
JIUCH H3JIANHUE SMOIWMZA W UCKYCCTBEHHHE OCHOXHEHWA, & YTOOH OHHU
Pa3BUBaJNCH B IYXE B3aUMOIIOHUMAHUA, Pa3pAOKM X mvmpa. IT0, 0 Ha-
meMy yVOe®IeHWIn, OTBedYasd OH KOpPEeHHHM HMHTepecam HapOmoB 00EmX

CTpaH.




