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U S PCLICY TOWARD AFGHAN ISTAN

1. TCDAY'S WASH INGTON POST REPCRTED PROMINENTLY THAT THE UNITED
STATES IS PROPOSING A **DECENT AND CONSTRUCTIVE RESCLUTION''® OF THE
AFGHAN ISTAN CRISIS THAT WOULD PROTECT THE SCVIET’S ’'LEGITIMATE _
SECURITY INTEREST’’. A ''SENIOR AMERICAN OFFICIAL’® ABOARD PRESIDENT
CARTER'S AIRCRAFT BETWEEN BELGRADE AND MADRID 1€ QUOTED AS HAVING
ELABORATED CN THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS AT THE YUGOSLAV STATE DINNER,
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE '’TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENT’' TO
FACILITATE SOVIET TROOP WITHDRAWAL.

o, THE PRECISE NATURE CF THIS TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENT waS
APPARENTLY NOT SPELT OUT, BUT 1S SAID TO INCLUDE THE SUGGESTION OF
AN 1SLAMIC PEACEKEEP ING FORCE. THE IDEA WAS REPCRTEDLY FIRST PUT
FORWARD BY PRESIDENT CARTER IN A LETTER TO PRESIDENT TITO IN

','FEBRUAFY. ACCORDING TO U S SOURCES (T WAS RAISED AGAIN IN GENERAL

| TERMS BY SECRETARY MUSKIE AT HIS MAY MEETING WITH CROMYKO. THE

PRESS QUOTES U S SOURCES AS SAYING THAT A MORE DETAILED VERSION GF
THE PLAN INCLUDING THE IDEA OF TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS DURING THE
WITHDRAWAL PROCESS WAS LATER RELAYED BY MUSKIE TO GROMYKO THROUGH
THIRD PARTY CHANNELS, A SEPARATE ARTICLE ON THE N A T O MEETING AT

ANKARA STATES THAT DESPITE PRESIDENT CARTER'S REFERENCE TO
m

TRANSITICNAL ARRANGEMENTS IN BELGRADE AND SUBSEQUENT COMMENTS ON THE
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IDEA BY BRZEZINSKI, SECRETARY MUSKIE *’DID NOT BROACH ANY SUCH PLAN

TO THE FCREIGN MINISTERS OF THE ATLANTIC ALLIES, ACCGRDING TO U S AND

-N—__\——_——Z
EUROPEAN OFF ICIALS’?, : RN

|
3. THE SAME SENIOR AMERICAN OFFICIAL IS QUOTED TO THE EFFECT THAT u“li

'*WE RECOGN ISE THAT THE SOVIET HAS A LEGITIMATE SECURITY INTEREST IN
AFCHAN ISTAN NOT BEING TRANSFORMED INTO AN ANTI=SOVIET OUTPOST'’. - .
ACCORDING TO HIM THE AMERICAN PROPOSAL CALLS FOR A GUARANTEE OF
AFGHAN NEUTRALITY AND AN IMPLICIT U S RECOGNITION OF THE SOVIET .
INTEREST IN THAT NEIGHBOURING COUNTRY IN RETUKN FOR FULF ILMENT OF THE
DEMAND FOR A COMPLETE TROOP WITHDRAWAL. ’’BUT WE ARE NOT IN A -
NEGOTIATING SITUATION WITH THEM BECAUSE AT THIS STAGE THEY THEMSELVES ,
HAVE TO RETHINK WHAT WENT ON. ... IT COULD TAKE THEM 2 LONG TIME g ;.ﬁj
IS NOT EASY TO CHANGE BASIC DECISIONS’’. i
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