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The Prime Minister's

3ahrain Airport at 0930 (local time) this morning and the
Minister of Bahrain, Sheikh Khalifa, came to Ehie s airpert ibo me
her (interrupting, in order to do so, a meeting with Colonel
Qadaffi of Libya). The following is a summary of the main point°
whjvh arose during half an hour's discussion in the airport lounge,

h : Ambassador was also present. Audibility was pJor a
Mz 2 S Wi » may wish to supplement this account if he finds significant
gaps
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Khalifa said that the recent dcc]arutj-ﬂ on the Middle

3 h.;.C. hud been helpful. It was es fial to i
tho rign s of the Palestinians and to give anm a hcmclou.
would be achieved in the negotiations on the future of the west
unless the Palestinians, who were becoming desperate, were allowed
to take part in them. Commenting on the Camp David agreements, She¢
Khalifa said that they had so far failed to produce any concrete
results. Although they had been 1ntrﬂdﬁd to mark the first steps
towards peace, the only outcome soO far had been the isolation of
Egypt.from her close friends. The Arab horld could not afford to
wait two or three years for more substantial results.

The Prime Minister gave Sheikh Khalifa a short account of
Mr. Begin's last visit to London, when she had found him immovable
on the issue of Israeli settlements. The Prime Minister said,
however, that it was Mr. Begin's usual tactic to go to the brink
before making any concessions. Later in the discussion, Sheikh
Khalifa repeated that the West could not go on making excuses for
the absence of a solution to the problem of the Palestinians; a
homeland had to be found for them.

Iran
Sheikh Xhalifa repeatedly expressed his deep concern over
recent developments in Iran and the present situation there. The
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Shah had been a constant and staunch friend of the West, and
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and Commonwealth retary's current visit to Bag
for his advice on how the U.K. should respond to indications
the Iragis wished to improve thei relations with us. Sheikh
Khalifa recommended that he British Government should respond

positively.

Libya

Sheikh Khalifa tol he Prime Minister that Colonel Qadaffi
had arrived in Bahrain 1 the previous day and, when he heard that
Sheikh Khalifa was neet e British Prime Minister during
stop-over, had asked him onvey a message to her. This
the effect that wisl open a new book in Libya's relatic
with the U.K.. Colonel Qadaffi wished the Prime Minister
that for the past three years there had been no contact betw
Libyan regime and the I.R.A., nor any supply of weapons to 1€
Colonel Qadaffi also admitted that he had been mistaken in his
handling of the abortive defence deals between Libya and jthe U,
Sheikh Khalifa told the Prime Minsiter that Colonel Qadaffi
evidently wished to improve relations with Britain: if he really
meant it, this could be of benefit to the British Government.

Libya evidently needed friends and a helping hand; but, the Sheikh
added, there was an Arab proverb to the effect that if one had been
bitten by a snake, one was suspicious of a piece of rope. The
Sheikh suggested that Colonel Qadaffi's approaches could be pur-
sued through diplomatic channels.

Relations between the West and OPEC

After a short discussion of the new instability in the Middle
East and in Africa, following events in Iran and the activities of
the Soviet Union's Cuban and East German proxies in Africa, Sheikh
Khalifa spoke of the need to restore stability and said that ‘the
Communique issued at the end of the Tokyo Summit, like the ol DI B
Declaration on the Middle East, had produced a good effect in the
OPEC countries. The fact remained, however, that unless the West's
ideals concerning human rights were fulfilled so far as the
Palestinians were concerned, OPEC would continue to use the

/ energy




promote
nations

nanda.

. | v
;O0Naon

1 should
Communism, h - Khaldfa
v kel Tl Communists in than

Bilateral Relations

Sheikh Khalifa spoke very ml [ /Bahraini

dvilc

Bahrain found it easier to get ] A with the UK. than

other country. The Sheikh went on
he attached to security matters and \
he would greatly value British co-cperaticn in this f
Prime Minister invited him to let us know of his requireme
Sheikh Khalifa said that Bahraini resources were limited but
was not simply a matter of purchasing equipment: training and
techniques were at least as important and Bahrain would value
assistance of this kind.

1 am sending a copy of this letter to Martin Vile
Office).
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Paul Lever, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




