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. . -
Prime M i n i s t e r ' s M e e t i n g w i t h the Prime M i n i s t e r of B a h r a i n 


S h e i k h K h a l i f a , at B a h r a i n A i r p o r t 

on 2 J u l y 19 79 


The Prime M i n i s t e r ' s a i r c r a f t made a r e f u e l l i n g s t o p a t 

B a h r a i n A i r p o r t at 0930 ( l o c a l time) t h i s morning and the Prime 

M i n i s t e r o f B a h r a i n , S h e i k h K h a l i f a , came t o the a i r p o r t t o meet 

her ( i n t e r r u p t i n g , i n o r d e r t o do so, a meeting w i t h C o l o n e l 

Q a d a f f i o f L i b y a ) . The f o l l o w i n g i s a, summary of the main p o i n t s 

which arose d u r i n g h a l f an hour's d i s c u s s i o n i n the a i r p o r t lounge, 

at which H.M. Ambassador was a l s o p r e s e n t . A u d i b i l i t y was poor and 

Mr. Walker may wish t o supplement t h i s account i f he f i n d s s i g n i f i c a n t 

gaps i n i t . 


Arab / I s r a e l 

S heikh K h a l i f a s a i d t h a t the r e c e n t d e c l a r a t i o n on the M i d d l e 


E a s t by t h e E.E.C. had been h e l p f u l . I t was e s s e n t i a l t o s a f e g u a r d 

the r i g h t s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n s and t o g i v e thern a homeland. N o t h i n g 

would be a c h i e v e d i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s on the f u t u r e of the West Bank 

u n l e s s the P a l e s t i n i a n s , who were becoming d e s p e r a t e , were a l l o w e d 

to take p a r t i n them. Commenting on the Camp David agreements, Sheikh 

K h a l i f a s a i d t h a t they had so f a r f a i l e d t o produce any c o n c r e t e 

r e s u l t s . Although they had been i n t e n d e d to mark the f i r s t s t e p s 

towards peace, the o n l y outcome so f a r had been the i s o l a t i o n of 

Egypt.from her c l o s e f r i e n d s . The Arab w o r l d c o u l d not a f f o r d t o 

w a i t two o r t h r e e y e a r s f o r more s u b s t a n t i a l r e s u l t s . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r gave S h e i k h K h a l i f a a s h o r t account o f 

Mr. Begin's l a s t v i s i t t o London, when she had found him immovable 

on the i s s u e of I s r a e l i s e t t l e m e n t s . The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d , 

however, t h a t i t was Mr. B e g i n ' s u s u a l t a c t i c to go t o the b r i n k 

b e f o r e making any c o n c e s s i o n s . L a t e r i n the d i s c u s s i o n , S h e i k h 

K h a l i f a r e p e a t e d t h a t the West c o u l d not go on making excuses f o r 

the absence of a s o l u t i o n t o the problem of the P a l e s t i n i a n s ; a 

homeland had t o be found f o r them. 


I r a n 

Sheikh K h a l i f a r e p e a t e d l y e x p r e s s e d h i s deep concern over 


r e c e n t developments i n I r a n and the p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n t h e r e . The 

Shah had been a c o n s t a n t and staunch f r i e n d o f the West, and 


/ e s p e c i a l l y 




e s p e c i a l l y of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ; but now the Americans would not 

even a l l o w him i n t o t h e i r c o u n t r y . The Prime M i n i s t e r e x p l a i n e d 

t h a t t h e U.S., l i k e the U.K., were c o n s t r a i n e d by the t h r e a t t o t h e i r 

own people i n I r a n which would be c r e a t e d i  f the Shah were t o be 

g i v e n permament r e f u g e i n e i t h e r c a p i t a l . S h e i kh K h a l i f a e x p r e s s e d 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h i s . He s a i d t h a t t h e p r e s e n t course of e v e n t s 

i n I r a n , and e s p e c i a l l y the wave of e x e c u t i o n s which had taken p l a c e , 

was not r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of I s l a m . He e x p e c ted a f u r t h e r power s t r u g g l e 

t o d e velop i n I r a n ; I r a n i a n r e f u g e e s were a r r i v i n g i n B a h r a i n at t h e 

r a t e o f about 30 a week. 


I r aq 

The Prime M i n i s t e r mentioned t o S h e i k h K h a l i f a the F o r e i g n 


and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y ' s c u r r e n t v i s i t t o Baghdad, and asked 

f o r h i s a d v i c e on how the U.K. s h o u l d respond t o i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t 

t h e I r a q i s wished t o improve t h e i r r e l a t i o n s w i t h us. S h e i k h 

K h a l i f a recommended t h a t the B r i t i s h Government s h o u l d respond 

p o s i t i v e l y . 


L i by a 

Sheikh K h a l i f a t o l d the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t C o l o n e l Q a d a f f i 


had a r r i v e d i n B a h r a i n on the p r e v i o u s day and, when he heard t h a t 

Sheikh K h a l i f a was t o meet the B r i t i s h Prime M i n i s t e r d u r i n g her 

s t o p - o v e r , had asked him to convey a message t o her. T h i s was to 

the e f f e c t t h a t he wished to open a new book i n L i b y a ' s r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h the U.K.. C o l o n e l Q a d a f f i wished the Prime M i n i s t e r to know 

t h a t f o r the p a s t t h r e e y e a r s t h e r e had been no c o n t a c t between the 

L i b y a n regime and the I.R.A., nor any s u p p l y of weapons t o them.. 

C o l o n e l Q a d a f f i a l s o a d m i t t e d t h a t he had been mi s t a k e n i n h i s 

h a n d l i n g o f the a b o r t i v e defence d e a l s between L i b y a and the U.K.. 

S h e ikh K h a l i f a t o l d the Prime M i n s i t e r t h a t C o l o n e l Q a d a f f i 

e v i d e n t l y wished t o improve r e l a t i o n s w i t h B r i t a i n : i f he r e a l l y 

meant i t  , t h i s c o u l d be o f b e n e f i t t o the B r i t i s h Government. 

L i b y a e v i d e n t l y needed f r i e n d s and a h e l p i n g hand; bu t , the S h e i k h 

added, t h e r e was an Arab p r o v e r b to t h e e f f e c t t h a t i f one had been 

b i t t e n by a snake, one was s u s p i c i o u s o f a p i e c e of rope. The 

Sheikh suggested t h a t C o l o n e l Q a d a f f i ' s approaches c o u l d be p u r­

sued through d i p l o m a t i c c h a n n e l s . 


R e l a t i o n s between the West and OPEC 

A f t e r a s h o r t d i s c u s s i o n o f the new i n s t a b i l i t y i n the M i d d l e 


E a s t and i n A f r i c a , f o l l o w i n g e v e nts i n I r a n and the a c t i v i t i e s o f 

the S o v i e t Union's Cuban and East German p r o x i e s i n A f r i c a , S h e i k h 

K h a l i f a spoke o f the need to r e s t o r e s t a b i l i t y and s a i d t h a t the 

Communique i s s u e d at the end o f t h e Tokyo Summit, l i k e t h e E.E.C. 

D e c l a r a t i o n on the M i d d l e E a s t , had produced a good e f f e c t i n the 

OPEC c o u n t r i e s . The f a c t remained, however, t h a t u n l e s s the West's 

i d e a l s c o n c e r n i n g human r i g h t s were f u l f i l l e d so f a r as t h e 

P a l e s t i n i a n s were concerned, OPEC would c o n t i n u e to use the 
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energy weapon a g a i n s t Western consumers. He a d m i t t e d f r a n k l y t h a t 

the o i l - p r o d u c i n g c o u n t r i e s had been r o b b i n g the West: I r a n , f o r 

example, had c a n c e l l e d a l  l her l o n g - t e r m c o n t r a c t s and was now 

s e l l i n g her o i l to the h i g h e s t b i d d e r . The I r a n i a n s were p r o d u c i n 

l e s s o i l but g a i n i n g more revenue. Sheikh K h a l i f a s a i d t h a t he 

f u l l y r e c o g n i s e d , however, t h a t i f the West s u f f e r e d , the Arab 

w o r l d would s u f f e r as w e l l . He agreed w i t h the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 

comment t h a t the l e s s - d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s would s u f f e r most of 

a l l . The Prime M i n i s t e r asked Sheikh K h a l i f a whether i t was h i s 

view t h a t i f some advance c o u l d be a c h i e v e d towards a s o l u t i o n o f 

the P a l e s t i n i a n problem, o i l p r i c e s would be s t a b i l i s e d : S h e i kh 

K h a l i f a c o n f i r m e d t h i s . He s t r o n g l y urged the Prime M i n i s t e r to 

promote more fr e q u e n t and more d i r e c t c o n t a c t between the Western 

n a t i o n s and the Arab w o r l d . The West s h o u l d make a g r e a t e r e f f o r t 

t o hear Arab views a t f i r s t hand. When the Prime M i n i t e r mentione 

P r i n c e Salman's v i s i t t o London i n May, S h e i k h K h a l i f a commented 

t h a t Saudi A r a b i a was deeply committed t o m a i n t a i n i n g s t a b i l i t y i n 

the r e g i o n . The Prime M i n i s t e r t o l d S h e i k h K h a l i f a t h a t t h e West 

and the /<rab w o r l d s h o u l d s t a n d t o g e t h e r t o p r e v e n t the s p r e a d o f 

Communism. Sh e i k h K h a l i f a agreed and commented t h a t i t was e a s i e r 

to l e t the Communists i n than t o get tnem out. 


B i l a t e r a l R e l a t i o n s 

S h e i k h K h a l i f a spoke very warmly of U . K . / B a h r a i n i r e l a t i o n s . 


B a h r a i n found i  t e a s i e r t o get a l o n g w i t h the U.K. than w i t h any 

o t h e r c o u n t r y . The Sheikh went on t o s t r e s s the importance which 

he a t t a c h e d t o s e c u r i t y m a t t e r s and t o l d the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t 

he would g r e a t l y v a l u e B r i t i s h c o - o p e r a t i o n i n t h i s f i e l d . The 

Prime M i n i s t e r i n v i t e d him t o l e t us know of h i s r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

S h e i k h K h a l i f a s a i d t h a t B a h r a i n i r e s o u r c e s were l i m i t e d but i t 

was not s i m p l y a matter of p u r c h a s i n g equipment: t r a i n i n g and 

t e c h n i q u e s were at l e a s t as i m p o r t a n t and B a h r a i n would v a l u e 

a s s i s t a n c e of t h i s k i n d . 


I am s e n d i n g a copy of t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t 

O f f i c e ) . 


P a u l L e v e r , Esq., 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 



