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By Julia Langdon,

Political Correspondent

The Cabinet yesterday
approved Mr James Prior’s
plans for a mnew attempt to
devolve power to - Northern
Ireland, but he immediately
encountered serious criticism
from some " backbench Con-
servative MPs.

The Northern Ireland Secre-
tary is to make a statement in
the Commons on Monday,
wheft it is expected that the
White Paper setting out his
proposals will will "be pub-
lished, subject only to the exi-
gencies of printing. What is
less certain is the timing of
the publication of the proposed
bill.

This may zalso be produced
next week, possibly on Wednes-
day or Thursday, but because

for nu |
bility that the Unionists cauzd'
wreck the planned assembly.

Mr Prior is understood to
have suggested that if any par-
ticular matter is held to have
* eross-community ” backing but
might not win support in the
assembly even with a weighted
majority, . ‘the ' Secretary of
State should use his authority.

It is proposed that the minis-
ter would be obliged- to put an
Order before the House of
Commons to give effect to the
proposal, although in such cir-
cumstances the Government
would not be under any obliga-
tion as to its own commitment. |

Mr Prior will also attempt to |
reduce opposition in U nfnr to
the effective operation of t
assembly, once elected,
establishing a relatively
number of paid posts. |

He is expected. to  propose
that 18 of the 78 members of |
the assembly should occupy |
salaried positions as chairmen |
or deputies of committees.

At the Northern Ireland |
committee of Tory MPs last |
night there was -outspoken cri- |
ticism of the plan. A majority
of the 15 to 20 members
present expressed their doubts |
about proceedings and it was
suggested that Mr Prior would |
be forced to concede defeat. |

The legislation, because of its |
constitutional nature, will be

Turn to back page, col. 5
|

Ulster prison transfers ruled
out, page 4.

of the opposition in the Tory
| party, the Government may
first await 2 vote on the White
Paper.

One of the main sources of
criticism aimed -at Mr Prior
yesterday was his failure to
consult Tory MPs sufficiently
before pressing his plans.

Mr Prior won an overwhelm-
ing majority from . Ministers,
however, with- an eloquent de-
fence of the need for action on
the grounds of the economic
devastation in the province.

He also laid out for his col-
leagues the importance of giv-
ing power to local
representatives  in ~Northern
Ireland before the zuemory of
the responsibility involved in
exercising power was forgotten.

It is still the Gmernments
intention to go ahead with the

lar

Cabinet backs Ulster refori |

although |
J:R oxmtcdl
Gow’s |

of t}“e;

the doubts among all political
parties in the North.

One factor which has con-
fused Tory MPs in recent
weeks is the role of the Prime
Minister’s parliamentary priv-
ate secretary, Mr Ian Gow, who
has made no secret of his per-
sonal opposition

Continued from page one
taken on the fioor of the Com-
mons and it Is already clear
that some Conservative back-
benchers will '.ote against it.

It was suggested in
some qu *haL Mr Prior
would himself unable to
proceed use of Conserva-

Prime Minister’s.

was suggested wcteA
bv Whitehall sources that N
Gow had atfemrtod
poison” the Prime Minister’s
reaction to Mr Prior. !

tive - opposition, coupled -with

This has aroused speculation




