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1. FOLLOWING 1S THE TEXT OF AN UNSIGNED COPY OF A PERSONAL
¥“ESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT NYERERE TO THE PRIME MINISTER, IT WAS
DELIYERED TO ME THIS EVENING, 14 NOV BY MISS WICKEMN, SHE TOLD
ME A MESSAGE WAS ALSO 3EING DELIYERED TO THE US AMBASSADOR.
“ESSAGE BEGINS:

Ed

DEAR MRS THATCHER,

| AM VERY WORRIED INDEED ABOUT WHAT | SEE A3 A VERY RE;L
POSSIBILITY ~ ALMOST A PRCBABILITY — OF THE RHCDESIAN TALKS
COLLAPSING, | AM APPEALING TO YOU TO HELP REMOVE THIS THREAT.
SUCH A COLLAPSE WOULD BE DISASTROUS TO THE HOPES WHICH WE -
ENTERTAINED AFTER CUR WORK AT LUSAKA SEYICLM EVEHN WORSE, IT WOULD
THRUST SOUTHERN AFRICA INTO YEARS OF INTENSIFIED AND EXTEMDED AR,

I 1Y CORRESPONSENCE WITH YOU SINCE LUSAKA | HAVE EHPHAG]B&D My
WORRY ABOUT THE CONDITIONS DURING THE INTERIM UNDER WHICH THE
ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD, | HAVE STRESSED ALL THE TIME THE MEED FOR
SRITISH AUTHORITY TO BE BOTH EFFECTIVE AND SEEN AS EFFECTIVE.

UNTIL NOW | HAVE TAKEW FOR CRANTED THAT THE BRITISH AUTHORITY WOULD
PE EXERCISED OVER A SUFFICIENT PERIOD TO ENSURE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
FCR ALL PARTIES, BECAUSE | HAYE ASSUED, | THINK UNDERSTANDABLY,

THAT THIS IS IMPLICIT WHERE IT IS NOT EXPLICIT IN THE LUSAKA
AGREEMENT.

WE HAVE ACHIEVED CONDITIONAL AGREEMEMT ON' A NEW CONSTITUTION -

THE CONDITION 1S ONMLY TFﬂT-THE INTER I* ARRAMNGEMENTS SHOULD ALSO BE
AGREED, FRANKLY THERE IS MUCH IN THAT CONSTITUTION WHICH | DO NOT
LIKE AT ALL, BUT | HAVE DONE .WHAT | COULD TO GET THE PATRIOTIC FRONT
TO ACCEPT IT BECAUSE IT DCES, | EELIE?E DO THE ESSENTIAL THING -
“HICH 1S TRANSFER EFFECTIVE POWER TO THE MAJORITY.
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. HUT | HAYE ONLY BEEN A3LE TO HELP IN URGING DISTASTEFUL DECISIONS
0 THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, AND | WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO DO SIMILAR
THINGS 1! THE FUTURE, “HILE | REMAIN CONVINCED THAT THE ELECTIONS
THEMSELVES WILL BE CARRIED CUT UNDER CCMDITIONS WHICH ARE REALLY
FAIR AND GIVE AN EQUAL CHANCE TO ALL THE PARTICIPANTS, | CANMOT
URGE THE PATRIOTIC FRONT TO TKAE PART IN ELECTIONS WHEN THE CARDT
IRE STACKED ASAINST THEM BEFORE THEY START, ANY MORE THAN YCU
COULD URGE SUCH ACTION UPOM THE BISHOP [F THE CIRCUMSTANCES WERE
REVERSED. FOR WE HAVE BEEN URGING THE PATRIOTIC FRONT TO GIVE UP
AIMS AND TURN TO THE BALLST SEMICLHN THEY ARE READY TO DO THAT.

WE FOR OUR PA3T ARE NOW DUTY BOUND TO GIVE THEM A FAIR CHANCE

[l THE PCLLING BCOTHS.

BUT AS FAR AS | CAN SEE THAT WOULD NOT HAPPEN WITH A TWO MONTHS
INTERIM 3EFORE ELECTIONS., THE BISHOP AND HIS ALLIES HAVE BEEN
LEGALLY IN RHODESIA FORIYEARS, AND HAVE BEEN ORGAMNISIRKG PDLITECALLY
WITH THE BACKING OF THE SALIS3URY ARMED FORCES SEMICLN THEY

. HAVE KNOWM CANMDIDATES — OR CAN HAVE WHERE THEY DO NOT ALREADY

.HAUE THEM SEMICLN THEY HAYE A POLITICAL ORGANISATION INHBEfHG.

THE PATRIOTICIFRCNT, ON THE OTHER HAMD, 1S COMPOSED OF PARTIES
wHICH ARE NOW ILLEGAL INSIDE RHODESIA, AND WHICH HAVE OF NECESSITY
CRGAMISED THEMSELVES FOR WAR, NOT FOR POLITICAL CAMPAIGNING SEMICLN
MOST OF THEIR LEADERS AND ACTIYISTS ARE AT LEAST PART OF THE TIME
CUT OF THE COUNTRY AND CERTAINLY HAVE TO MOVE [N SECRECY WHEN
INSIDE T, THE PATRIOTIC FRONT PARTIES HAVE THEREFORE MO
EXISTING PCOLITICAL ORGANISATION, NO CANDIDATES READY, MO MEANS OF

" MOVING THEIR PEOPLE ABOUT THE COUNTRY EXCEPT OM FOOT, AND SO ON.

THERE 1S ANOTHER ASPECT TO TH!S PROPOSED TWO MONTHS [NTERIM,

IT WILL BE INSUFFICIENT - THiS 1S ACKNCYWLEDGED - TO COMPILE A
VOTERS? RESISTER OR TO DEMARCATE COMSTITUENCIES. THE ABSENCE

OF A REGISTERIIS A HANDICAP TO FAIRNESS SEMICLN BUT | CCULD
SYALLOW THAT A3 THE ELECTIONS ARE ON A OHE-PERSOY, ONE-VOTE
BASIS AND lﬂDELfBLE MARK INGS CAN BE MADE OM THE HANDS OF VOTERS.
| DO NOT, HOJEVER, SEE HOW WE IN THE BRITISH TRADITION CAH-RUN:
SUPERVISE, 03 JUDZE AS FAIR, AN ELECTIOM ON A MULTI-MEMD ?:
PARTY-L1ST, SYSTEM. BOTH MAJOR PARTIES IN BRITAIN HAVE REJECTED
SUCH A SYSTEM ~ INDEED | BELIEVE EVEN THE LIBERALS FAVCUR A
SINGLE=MEMZER TRA!NSFERABLE VOTE PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION SYSTEM.

IN AFRICA THERE ARE EVEN MORE ARGUMEMNTS AGAINST SUCH A SYSTEM
AS THAT NOY BEING PROPOSED. IN PARTICULAR, IT ENCCURAGES
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A * "TRIBALISM IN STATES WHICH ARE STILL BUILDING THEIR NATIONAL
"; CONSCICUSNESS., AMD 1IN RHODESIA IT HAS THE STILL FURTHER -
DISADVANTAGE AT THIS JUMCTURE OF BEING IDENTIFIED WITH THE SYITH
REG IME,

- FRARKLY 1 DO NOT UMDERSTAND WHY THIS TWO MONTHS PERIOD IS Fﬂﬂvlﬁﬂ
SUCH A STICKING POINT [XR YOU, AND STILL LESS WHY YCU ARE
JEOPARDISING EVERYTHINIG WHICH YOU ~ AMD WE ALL ~ HAYE %ON OVER
THE PAST WEEKS OF HARD WORK. THE ARGUHMENTS FOR SIX MONTHS HAVE

—
N =

EEEN PUT FORWARD SEMICLN THEY HAYE NOT BEEN ANSWERED. WE ARE

OMLY TOLD THERE 1S A DANGER THAT THE CEASE FIRE MILL NOT LAST

VCRE THAN TWO MONTHS, YET THERE WILL NOT BE ‘A CEASE FIRE AT

AL IF TWO MONTHS IS INSISTED UPDYN EXCLAMATION MARK AND THE WHOLE
COMMONWEALTH, AS YWELL AS THE FROWT LIME STATES, YAVE AGREED TO BACK
UP A C ASE FIRE FCR AS LONG AS HECESSARY AND THEN TO BACK UP THE
EkEﬂTEB GOYERNMENT - PROVIDED AGREEMENT IS REACHED.

- CAN WE NOT EVEN NOY, SAVE THE CONFERENCE? | HAVE SUGGESTED THAT
OYE WAY FORWARD WOULD BE FOR AN EMERGENCY COiMONYEALTY MEETING, OR
A MEETING OF OUR LUSAKA WOR”ING PARTY GROUP OF SIX NATIONS, TO
DISCUSS THIS ISSUE. SUCH A MEETING COULD BE MELD IN LONDON IF
YOU WISH. 3UT FOR EITHER OF THESE IDEAS TO HAYE A CHANGE WE MNEED .
TO BE RELEIVED OF THIS ATMOSPHERE OF CRISIS SEMICLN A DECISION IS
NOT POSSIBLE WITHIN ONE OR TWO DAYS UNLESS IT IS A DECISION TO
EREAK UP THE CCNFERE'CE,

THIS LETTER CO¥ES TO YOU WITH MY PERSCOMAL GOOD WISHES AS ALWAYS,
YOURS SINCER LY.

ENDS
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