8 QctOber 1977

Urachstrasse 27
D-78 Freidburg 1i.Bre.
West Germany

Mr. William Rees-Mogg
Editor, The fimes
London

Dear Mr. Reaes-Nogg,

Wiy 4 4 i he Times of the 5ta inst. (the
3}113?37r2?2tf?§§§°§5r%n4f3 anfortunately not reach Frei-
n te to you about wnat I had hoped
to have an apportunity during tae second half of 133t.m92§2nwgégg
s fondon. But unfortunately an upsetting 1nIecuif s
éesgiJﬁwﬁn:u?n???o;( the whole of Luit gtay and T had to zbandon
plans f rious discussion.

%ii Zi;%&a?gwigggfagi talk with you abou is this: i 2id bean

th ai i d with the response %o the three letters on
i?igfin?fiipfgigﬁesﬁu ?in*ly'prigted and somewhat doubtfu% whether
it would be expedient, or welcome %o you, if I persisted further.
Yet currsnt news while I was in London made it clsar_to me tnat
there is bound to be a division within the CUgqnservative party aa
between the expediency of short term tactics and the desirable
strategy, and with Mrs.Thatcher on the right side needing support.
I would readily concede to Mr. Prior that the chances of the party
of gaining & large majority would probably be considerably better
if it avoided a dirget ash with the trede union leaders. Butb
I am also convinced that Mrs. Thatcher does not get a sort of mandate
to dezl with the fundsmental issue she would have no chence of suc-
cessfully deeling with that issue and making the British economy
viable zgein the conservative part would in office merely prove
that it can 4o no better than the Labour party. It was for this
reason that in my first letter I suggested the phrase of "revoking
the special privileges which the trade unions hed been granted by
law” and I believe that for such en anouncement Mras. Thatcher,
though she might risk winning thne election, would get considerable
credit even from tne renk and file (though certainly not the leader-
ships) of the trade unions.
I pad started whil in bed at the Feform Club sketching such a
letter, but it tended to grow to the length of an article and as
I felt not quite up to the task and doubted whetner you would
wish such a long pkece. But now, having read at least your second
article and find hww much we sgree an the findamental causes of
the British disease (with which I tried to deal, avoidi to con-
centrate on tke trade uniocns, in two telkes I taped for the BBC
—-crawling out of bsed for the purpose), I rather regret that I
dig not persevere and would like to learn your opinion on the
matter.
I now rather doubt whether in the four weeks before I have to
start for New Orleans (where I nope to see you) I still could
find time doing such an article, but if you think it important
I would try. Unfortunately the availebility of The Tiymes on
the newastands here is so 1rre¢u}ax, that I shall not be able
really to follow the discussion (Although a six weeks subscription
to The Times to my summer holiday in the Tyrol brought it regular-
ly be post, & similar written request to send it far‘fha-iz:z:tﬂ

period till I leave again for overseas to Freiburg brought no remult.

Your
issue
burg) makes me now mant to wri
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bardly wortn-while tryj.n? once more before I leave
agein for six week on November 6th). Except for the few days
of Octover 15-1C8¢ I can mfxzasrse however be regularly reach
&% Fredburg, and, if you should wish, in the eve! -3 g

regularly at my home by telephone under Nr. (06C761) 77 2 16.

Tours sincerely, Gl {4 .






