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13 CONSULTATIVE GOM{ITTEE
Minutes of the 147th Meet.i.ng eld at 5,00 pym. on
Wednesday, 19th J y 1977, in the Leader's Room
at the House of Conmmons.

Present} brs. Thateher (in the Coair}

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,
Lord Carrington, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
« Pym, br, Peyton, My. Gilnour,
Lig, Lavies, Mr. Priox,’ )
lr, St, Johm Stevas, Wz, Heseltine,
M, Maude, My, Heave, MNr. Edwerds, .
Mr, Diffen, Nr. Ring, M, Nott,
Mr. Taylor, Lord Thoreycroft.

Mre Atkina,

In attendance: Sir Michael Havers, Mr, Butler,
My, Stanley, Mr, Patten,. )
lr, Ridley, Mx, Hocson, Mr. Nicholsom.

Apoloples: Lord Hailshain, Mr, Jenkin, Mrs. Oppenlieim.

Eroposed Businesg for the Weels 24th-3lst Jamuary

On Lionday, 24th January, theye yould be the Second Reading
of tue Qater Char%as Eguslisation Bill (idr. Jomes, Mr. Speed).
Tals would be followed by the Road Vehicles (Registration and
Licensing) (fmendment) Regulations.

On Tuesday, 25th January, Sir Drandon Riys Williams would
seak leave to {ntrod\me Lis Compapies (/ndit Committees) Bill
wnder the 10 ifinute Rule, Thils would be followed Lurtihar
progress in Committec on the Sootland and Wales BL1L (Mr. Pya
and tean). .

On Wecnesday, 26tit January, lice Eldon Griffitis would seek
leave to intxoduce his Dismcissal of Boployees (Redress of
Griz wices) Bill under the LO Minute Rule, This would be
followed by furtier progress in Committea on the Seotland and
Wales DELL (Mr. Pym and tamm).

On Thursday, 27t Jenuery, there would be a Supply Day, witia
subjects to be Cacided, followed bg a resumed debate on tie
Barvicen! Comnittee Report on tie Printing of Hamsard.

On Friday, 2ota .Ienuar{ tiuere would e the Second Readings
of elght private wenbers 3L is. the first two of these being
HWr, Jack Page's Insurance Brokers (Registration) Bill and

Mr. D. Smith's Town and Comatyy Planning (/mendment) Bill,

On Hondey, 3lst Jamuary, there would be tie Second Readings

of the Intetnaticnel Finance, Trdco and Add Bill (dr, Parkinson
and Mr. Hordexn), eud of the Reduction of Redundancy Reiates Dill,

ceossf 2. Hatters



2.

3.

4,

5.

Matters Arising on Business .
’ * There was & discuassion of various points snd it was
agreed thats

(1) The two 10 Minute Rule Bills on 25th and 26th January
were desipnec to draw attention to Loportant issuss wheve we had
a good case, apnd If the Bills were opposed we should vote to gzive
then a first reading..

(i1) Tiere would be a fyee vote for Conservative nembers
on auy arendments to the Scotland and Wales Bill designed to
BELUTA Empotﬂ:[aml representation fox the slections to the
Scottigh and Welsh Assemblies, but wembars of the Shadow Cabinet
would not vote on such amencwents. Hra Pym would set out the
various argunents for and against proportional representation
in Assembly elections,  and argue taat the supporters of propor-
tignal representaticn would have to prove tue case for change.

(141) MNr. Pym would advise wiether the Shadow Cabinet
siwuld abstain on free votes on amendments otier then the ones
on p ional rep ion

v "

{iv) Tuere would be & two line widp in fawur of our
ts to reduce the number of Assembly seats.

(v) There would ba & twe line wilp ageinst the Idiberal
amendment ceslgned to prowote & faderal system.

subject for the Supyly Pay

There was a discussion aud it wes agreed tust Mr. Prior
would consult witi birs, Cualker (in toe absence of Mr. Jew:in)
as to wuetaey enougin informaticon was aveilable to male it worti-
w.ile our debating tle action taken by tie Hational Unlon of
Public Bmployees against tie worlt of voluntary organisations
in psycnlatric day centres endd elsewiiere., If thfis subject was
not¢ taougit appropriate for debate at tiie moment, then we should
Gebate crime, on which we would not wte,

Ihe Position of tue Attorney Generel

Sir Michael Havews xeported on the likely develomaents
following tue decision of tie Appeal Cowrt judges to prant
lirs Gourlet an injunction to prevent t.ue on of Post Office
Workers from Loldlng up posctal commmications with Soutu Afvica,
and cn tiheiy criticlsm of the Attoraey General, It was noted
tuet 1f the case went agalnst the lttorney Gencrel e was
lizely to appeal to the House of Lords end tlere would be a
delay of soue weels before a final declsion was made. It was
also noted that the gub judice rules were litely te be strietly
enforeed in the peantime. XL was ssreed tuat we suould decide
&t tihe appropriate time waat ection to teke in Parliament,

It was noted that Ciere did not appear to be any exanples
of a slmilar case occurring which invelved a Conservative
Attorney General,

Meeting witi, the TUC

tirs. Tiateher raported tliat on londay, 17th January, certain
members of the S.adov Cabinet nad wet certain uwembers of tue TUC
Genergl Counell wio sat on the LG, amd tuat, &8s arranged st
the meeting, we Lad only released details of this to tie Press
wien tuey nad speci.fica¥ly asled &uout Cie weeling., It was noted
tuat tiwse discussions uad been uarmonious, It was epreed that

future wectings migat wsefully take place, buE on en 20 lioe basis,
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House of Lords Reform

Mrs, Thatcher reported that we were sstting up a pollicy
mtlg to study the reform of the House of Lords, 1he irinen
would be Lord Home of the Hirsel and the group would include
four members of the Lords, four of the Commons and one
constitutional lawyer. It was a%d that Lord Home would be
congulted as to whether Wo' sirable to release this
informatien to the Press.

Other Business
Gertain other polnts were discussed and it woe agreed taat

(1) On the Comittes Stage of the Scotland and Wales
B{1l we would oppose tue closure of particular dabates only if
tue circumstances appeared to warrant it,

(41) With regard to a request from the Liberal Perty For -
support in pressing for an Lncrease in the Mghort" money

e
made available for sition parties in respect of thelr

parlismentery activities, Mrs, Thatcher and Mr, Atkins would
draft & Teply :l.ndi.ca:!.;g that there was no sssumption at the
time that this money had been granted on an inflatlon-proofed
basis, #nd that we would oppose such an increase.

‘ {111) We should consider in dus cowrse whether to have a
half Supply Day to press the Govermment to pass the legislation
on direct elections to the European Parlisment in this session,
on the grovods that, Lf the Govermment failled to do this
either progress on direct elections would inevitably be ferd
up, ot Ee drawing of conmstituency boundaries in Britain would
bé dome hastily and theve would be & danpger of gerrymandezing.

The meeting closed at G.l5 pemts
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