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:n =ome =reP= C f policy we are stil' in the --'=rk as t-^ the Sors'al

Democr==t  7 fne - as, indeed. they c 7e,,r 7y =re them,e 7 ve,. :hey sh===re

with the Lfbera 7,  the ch2nce to po,e as a,, thing= to all men

bec,,, u=e they h=ve never, as a --0-.-errment, been fcr,-e- 4 '-rythe

c,-)nstrint, of off,ce to offend soessure :7roup, and tr=mple on

vested interests. Unlike 7;1-7),-,-.1,, however, leadinc- Socialmocrt=

have as albatrosses the-ir own '-±iv 4 au=' rer'crdc, as mf-ister,, and

ther own guilt by p.,=rt'cipation in Socialist administrations.

:hey have Piso contrad 4 otons between the,r 'ndv'tu= 7  =tt'tude,

to overcome: the Jenk 4 ns v'ew of the ,--anct 4 ty of the r'=rrrt to pr 4 vate

education, and :he ner'es ,=4 ty of th= ':n Place fo re-orm=

of industria 7  relation', m'x oddly w'th the Uflliars ec----4t=riar

approach to edur'Ption and enthu=',,tic particination in the

Srunwick o'cket

The fcllowinc7 note= wh,--t we know, so far, c- the -ew Farty's

'.=nprc=ch, zupc,emerteH by wh=t we rec=11

:he latter ----re mrker,ly -4ifferent. and = ==.7=ry of -

statement

, (707=77,  7.-)OLTCY -  G7N7a_L'.7

Roy Jenkins set out hi= current think-', n=7 in his speech to the

institute of Fiscal Studies on 23rd February 1981.

the Government's present policies on the =7rcunds that :cc high a

price w2= being paid in 'oss of industrial capacity for the reduction

of infl,,,tion, and the l=tter w== unlikely to te lasting. Pc almost)

ol,,,mec himself the oursu4 t = resi=tive when


he achieved it (in very different circumstances) in 195-77 1.

l ittle =ttert-i= h,,,d teen paid :c the monev ,up,- .7y up :3 1858.

H"::hat sureTy matter=., ant what is des:ratle to get it rii7ht is total

spending or money GS:-= - 'n_min=l 1S7' In _merican -

can

pad t7o much =:tent':n to 7h--7



his present oneec-ipt-'on:-

i) Stability of policy - not switches from nationalisation to

denatir,nalisat'on, or ew'tch== of demand manac,ement policy.

4
--; No-th q=e, 0" - mu,--t not be used for :onsumption, in wazes

20 DP-7r cent hic-her than the value of our work, which would lead

to r-ie'ng unemclnyment. Tneteer', we muet l'ee it to eh'ft towards


high value-added output and services and advanced technology.

It is essential that it should be used for productive 'public

sector investment; railway electrification, public transport,

expansion of Sritish Telecom, enercry saving and insulation,

development of renewable sources, rebuilding of outdated waten

and sewerage systems; with boss'bly a er,eo',e.1 NrThrth S=.0- Oil

Revenue Investment Fund.

heir for th= pr,v,=te eector tl-Ircuo.h lower ing.res-t and exc'^anoe

ra:es - it would be better to trin2 the latter down now than 7e-H

them collap=e 'at=r, and pref=r=tl= 772 "=(-4 'non measures =uch a=

handoute, enercy prce cut= and e=otion2' 'mpr-rt contrn7e.

7mPort Controle - wr'uTd be 'bound, with'n the lifeecan cf any

inve=tment rsycl=, to invite retalitic to the extent that they


did nct they woulH tend to pu=h the exchange rate up.

Tnccmes Policy: On th-Ts Yr. Jenk"ne wae cpecific and forthr"0.ht:

"If we aim to favour employment with lower interest and exchanc.T=

ratee . . . then we have to go back to the pursuit cf a stability

or'=ntated incomes policy . . . We want something which will senv-

ue for a Period of veare, 'mnnoving on the onesent accall'ng7v

t-ed mx of unemp7r,vment, inflation and 'n=ffi-'=ncy, and vet

leving as much flexibility as poseitle 'n sy taraaining.."

He commended Professor Yleade's pr-bceale . . "of which th= nor=

ie an employment crientater' Pay Cc=i==ion, wh'r'n would nr‘P invve

itself with any freely ,nc,--re=H tars'ein but WhiCh wou'r' be open fon

business from any party to a d'=acrreed wa7e settlement. The

:2,3-mission would, subject invip=ticne, judge asettlement

at either the emp7oveee' ltst claim or the emr.loyer', offer

which ever wnul-' be more I to f-,,,vcur employment in the =nterpris-
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concerned. 7nf'orcemert would be not through the full panoply of the

cr,minal law, but throuoh a we=kenna of a cotental =trker!=

financial postion in the realm of tax rebates, sucolementary

benfits, redundancy conditons. Tn a settin'.7 of high unemployment

and weak competition such a system would clearly favour wa2e

moderation. In sectoral or company situations of labour shorta7e

it would also be satisfactorily flexible. I am less sure how it

would work in a more generally tight labour market" . . . "7 do

not pretend to a complete an=wer, but thnk this of'=r= the

dr=ction."

Shirley Williams and David Owen have also advocated incomes pc7icy,

stressng that it must be voluntarily negotiated, decentr=1=eh anh

flexible to incorporate bargaining at plant or shop level. 'oth

are doubtful over basing pay awards on oroductvty - Davd Ow=n

becaue he fear= that ths- woulh wiher hf-'erent4=7=7 between werker=

in capital and-labour-intensive industries. :-T.e ,--avol,-= a


Comparability Commion to repl,=ce the numer== sA,ch Hcr'ie=

operat'ng ,nt or°se-.t. Dick 7=-,y=r7= favours e-7an , yie semi-

ccmpu7,-.ory arb'tratich. 7'ber=7= ty contr=,t favour =

incomes policy - whether statutory- or not is at present not clear.

71'utl'o 7xpenditur: Soth Roy are on

record as supporting cuts 'n pub7c spend'nc:. For examp7:__

Senkn=: "I do nimt th4.nk that veu can push public expenditure

signif;cantly above 60 per cent =nd ma4nta'n the va7ues of a p7ur,'

society with adecuate freedom of chece" (The Times, 24th Janu=rv 1976

(On present day definitions of public expenditure the 60 per cent

would te =bout 45 oer cent).

Thrle. Williams: "On the seconh requirement f'er presperity

the Government it=elf is m=kng reem fflr 4nve=tment inm=nu=ctYrng

by greater controls over public expenditure . . . televe =


substanti=l =ecticn of ourlc goch= =nd =ervice= to t= = rre-c:ndi ti ^7.

ef a r=,=oon=ible, socially just sc-___J.

has teen =Trcwng very fast - by ne.=‘rTy 20 per cent in the p,=--stthree

year= Compne; to a 2 ner 'cent 7rowth ,n 7-7P. wol,ld be quite


unnatur=l not to consiher whether =ll of it cc necessary =nh

any of it i= inadecu=te7y controlled" Speech, London, rep - e

7r=te and Trtl,strv, ',T-=rch



Yet, as :,Tr. Jenkins admitted:- "c7ince we :=me 7C pr-wer pulc7c

expendture ha= risen nearly fo,_:r t'me= == f==t == nat4on=7

income" (Latour Party Conference, 3,2th E=ptember

'Taxation: Y-fl. Jenkins views and his practice as Chancellor

differ snarcly.

warred of the dan,i7ers of over-high taxes:-

"There is the =71es-ed ds,noent've effect of high direct taxation.

There may te more alleg=7,'.on th=n r=al-Lty zhe


mere fact that it is so widely believed is of 4tsel= sHan4.-icant

a7,-' mean= that furth,-r =ub=tanti= 7 rlcre==e= taxat-in earnd


incomes could well have a stultifying effect upon the devlopment

o= the er=,-.mv."

te irdifferer to the ,'is47.cent'e 	 wh'ch very

hi=,n taxation pn earned 'notme 77:fs"h7 have" 7-..atour Party Cpn=er=nce,

IcnHon, :;lay

In his l'E.69 -=',utc,etspeech sncke of the l-feirf_raf-,:vi

of 'mitigatinz slightly the rates tf tax on nigh earned '_ncones."

vet as he to7r- the on ctcter

"7 h=d -c impose in th', tax 'n--e==== char bad ev=r

before he=r 'mpo=e-' 'n 7-,e=^e cr w=r. 71r,= w== ne--=sary 'n crr'r


70 en=ure the re=trant on c'.:n=umpt'en wh4ch w== e==enti=7 if we

for exporo=. Third. it wa= e==ent4a1 to

prev.=nt a wage-cre sciral ---m == = re=7''t of the ri=e


in import prices."

v- ed tax- by 'n :;:arch

il25C million in r anct 21-1 on Apr'7 1969


- and this was after inc-ease= alre y

ty Yr. =77ac-h=n.

urr. Jenk'n= w== pr. nccasen == 0ptimi=t c ==

7=or exam,t7e, '7 2ase', 1-?-7:9 he wrote:-



"The commitments of the Labour -_=arty's bolicy,-orovited they are

not -'77 pu=hed throuzh in the first year, ,e.hich nobody has ever

, 1,gg°= - rsan t° carried OU7 comLort=o_y w=cut any ouestion

of -,,ny 'ncr°==e in the t=x turH°r. nn the contrrv, th°v =hou'd

l°ave r^om for =ub=tanti=7 7=x r°dur't,cn=."

Dividends and Waaes: Mr. Zenkin= ma^e = =trona c==e aa=,r=t

r°=tran, Prid drew a cle=,r distinooicn t°twee.r th° w=v that wPa,--=

Pnd r44vir"en'-'s h=r, fared when h° scoke 'n = 1-2--r•e= =1-H Dn,-'ome=.

1969 H° cnr,c7uder':

. . (Thn nn ba=is Hn°= the =rgum°nt th=t w° hPve tr°=7-4 dividends

on captal better than w=ges teamn to stand ub" (7rianard,

17th December 1969).

-=:e1P,tior=

Mr.  Senkins was in favour of ohe soronc 7.eas=es of reform -

inc"uted recourse =0 the crimin-al law 7:c e7.force sanctions a.;:ainst

striers - set out in 'Tn :1'lPoe of =tr'fe' in 1969. be said

• . We need to, faci7'tate :he =CCM worg c,f :he orcJoess

3f cc7lectiv° tara=rin„1.: in in^u=trv =nf-; 7C h-E.17, to prevent :he

cor-ur°r,c° of unn°ce'==ary PhH damasing --=pute=, of which we hav

=°en all too much recently =nd wh,ch are tota77y incompatible

with our °c^nomc ohj.=ctv.===. 'The 7-ov°rhm°n: r=ve, th,-r=for°,


d°r-t°d to 'mpl°ment wthr,ut del=y =ome of th° imbortano provisions

4 rc^rp^rat°'-' in th° hioe Pacer In Elace of ==rfe,,,

A=,1 1069).

(sansard

::one of the Social Democrats voted a2ainst any of the Trade T:ni n

and =mployment 72.rotecton Teaislatlon of 1970-7,9. Shirley Williams

. appeared on the Grunwick bicket line in ilay 2r. Cwen ant

Yr. -=,r-r'aers voted =aairst the 7mpicyment Sill in December 1979:

thP li b era l sn::. luy :en.r<irs met consieratle left-w".na

criticism in 197=-75 for his refusal 70 release the 'Shrewsbury

F.elations AC7.



•
Shirley Williams points in 'Politics is for ,o ,n endem,H

tension between natonal unon leaders ant bol=hy shop stewards

=nd the h=tor,H=1 dedication o" ilrlon= to con"ront=ton , r.ob


crote^ton and h-'gher wages. She =av= th=t bg business nar'-els

=nd mr.,nopole= are al=o a f=rm of ree-tr-tve tractce and suagesos

that union re=i=tanr'e to cl,ts in real wages are helpful because

they keep domestic demand buoyant. le =He attributes part of


the resconsibiliy -'or cost pu=h at 'n-'7=t-con to wage (demand= un-

matched by productivity, she criticises emphasis on the eubtution

of capital -'or labour a= = mean= of boosting productivity:-

"We have been mesmerised into using the crtductivity of labour

as the most important criteria of economc achevement . .

(but) labour is people -Nith their unpredictability, their moods

and their wish to be conel-ltet =n,-; 'hforTed Over a wide area

labour can be eut=t'tuter; for capit=l and c=ptal for ,,Jour -w.thHut

==fe,‘t'ng the over=l1 Ho=te H' croductHn."

David Owen like Shirley identifies the crucial problem

as a conflict hetween central=e(4 gHvernment= =71,-1 Henentr=li=et

tr=r'e unor=. e toe= not f=vour industria' relations legslaton,

tut we7come= the encH.ur=gement given to t=llot'ng -in the 1950 7mplovm-er

Act, =nd =locears to reg=rd further controle of m=== and secondary

Picketing as nece==ary. Fis opposition to leg=1=tch

H,r, the ho=t4le tn ':n Place of c, rife' ant the 1971


Act, and upon his belief in the efficacy of industrial democracy

(Face the Future, page 116-7). Fe =tvcc=te= legi=laton

industrial democracy, and cossThly another TTSC-Tahour Cnnc‘ordat

like that of February 1979.

- ra'n4ng

:he Thc,al Democrats are ye:: pl'oud cf

aHh'evemente 4n th'= are= in o=rt'--:=r the Crportun't'e=

Programme, :t7'". W'll'=m= in her bock, favours 'an ordered tr=n=ition

from school to work for all you:-...7 7rai7leeshis of vario-=


lengths, which would provide wol-k preparation. WOrk experience

R7,4 tr=inin- in =kills.



0 She favours the German '3ennfzundja -' (full-time work year) and their

Training Places Promotion Ac 1973 wn'on included a levy on employers


if insufficient additional tr=i^i,-.g -'=-e= were offere.d to =b=-ro

school leavers. she advocates an 'Open College' 70 encourage ski.i

flexibility and retraining; and standard related instead of tine-san

apprenticeships.

David Cwen in his took expresses interest in job-snaring schemes and

reductions in working hours, provided that they do not raise our

costs uncompetitively.

'iustrial Democracy

Mrs. Williams, herself a trade unionist, chaired toe Ministerial

Ccs7,71it-'-ca 1 :er

Report - a White Paper which advocated rights for unionised employees

to the exclusion of everyone else. tni= Mr=. differ= from


Yr. Jenkins ahd Dr. Owen. Sne belie,es that "good industrial relations

n=ve to st=rt vith w4nning the =uppor: cf toe great mas:or'ty of :he

=ensiole tr=de -nion member= for reforo". (Apri' llto 1973 -

, T:proved consul:a:icn orocedures == vital 70 a voluntary

incomes policy and to the i roduc:ion of new technology.

r. L;wen writes in his tchk that industrial deTicoracy sno,uld be :-.7—en

'the hicrhest legislative briorit? and oe 'introduced on tne first

se==ion of a new Parliament'. Pc be7ieves fnc-,-n-,erati.. es,

advocates a two-tier boar because parity of reore on

board is "too radical a change at pre=ent". n Representation

Committees would be established in the first year after legislation

for the second year. At the General Election, the Libera'= favoured

legislation giving employees in unir- e with mcre man 50 workers :he

right to petition for the electi-,n of works -ouncil= =t plant leve

a -t-.7-=t step. David Steel's 10 points called for 'changes in company


7 =w to involve all employees indecis'ons which affect their future by

the establishment of representati7e supervisory bodies in each coTioany',

wth nationalised industries. "This EncUld be accoTi,oanied

by a ::eneral extension of tax-suoported ofit-snaring".



'Th. Owen, from the evidence cf his took 'Face the Future' and his

past 7-ecord in government ar'd oppo=it-'on, appears to have changed

hi= views with his P,=rty allgi=nce. Pis comments on nationalisation

C7' he aerospace and ship repair= indu=t7-ie=, --o- ex=mple a -

cur-iou= c=ing from a memter of the Latour Government which

nationalised both:-

"The case for state involvement in ohe ship recair vardz= wa= =lwv=

probFblv be=t 7e''t to ,-,Iper=t- within the Private

sector, particularly .s•nce the government al,--ady has four naval

dock yards. The argument foYs the nationalisation of Br'"ti=h

Aerospace was that the state was a maor -,'rch=er . 7n _his

indu=7"ry the introduction of mixed finanr-- between and private

inve=tment ne-,4 not necessarily 27,-1 there i=


,ju=t-ifirsati= for the automatic assumption that it must te wnclly

Government finen^ed and cwre-'"
%-

"7f =tate in~u=tre= have = mixed =ource of finance they may become

accepter' == politically neutr=l =.nd be 7iven the necessary stabi'ity

by all government= to concentrate on prflr'uoinc- hic-,her stand2r,-;=

of service ant tec='ng more ef-i^ient"

It is to be hoped that the Social Democrat con'iersion to privatisation_

will prove to be enduring. 77 certainly =eem= to have occurred

since the second reatinz of the Pritish Aernac- " 20th yovem be

1970 when David Owen ant William Ror'ge-= voted =..c-ain=t •

zteel: on thi-= indu=tr‘y . Ower:change:1 h4E tune:-

"Although it is a terrible thin:7 :0 so:. :;hat :-!rs. Thatcher is Hcihc-

in the steel indus,:ry woulei he inevitt1e under a Labol'r Gover=ent

as well. It was ql7ite obvious wher: we car:e tac'-7 7-7 ' ioe in1 97,1


thet there would r.=•-ve to be rationalls=tion of the Eritish steel
7= hariceen torie earlier there need have teen fewer

closures and les= _11-.,-771;loynent" 7.=:tr=1-v

,s7 Hcl"Porn, lonHon - a= r-75orteil -1=-_:ntay 12:7ress, LE:h


10 _
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This contrasts strangely wth h4s remark= mate-,n the --:,c11=e hf nr,-7-on=

on 21st jIlly 1930 (Han=a-r,",

"Having witnessed what the Government have done to :he =tee"nHu=.

we fe,,r the same =ecuen(-e of event= ,n many other fndu=trie=. Tm

retrospect, the steel indu=try ha= heen =-= tr=Vc ex=mple of mishandlinz

and incompetence. No one can lock tack over the event.= of the la=t

year and believe that what wa= conducte^ in the name of the

Government was anything other than a shamb7e= of ,..ndu.,,.tri,e7ro

. . . we have seen the app,4oation of cs,:h lfmt= ==dmin-i=tered

with doctrin2,7 enite on the =teel ,nHuctry .

If the Social Democrats are now prepc.r'et to back the rlovernment

and 3SC in the reduction of steel capacity, they should be asked

to dc so vigorously and publicly.

:ndustrial bolicv and -Inter-,,entisn: :r. Owen's comnents 0..i7e no

indic,=.7on of wnat he teTi_=-;e= ts Se th= sroser lmits of

government intervention in inusorial policy:-

"Co-operation wil7 not be achieveH on the bass of :he ',•f=listic

7o1r=r,,.,ed Hogm-,, of the Con,,ervative Government, ith their =n,mus

acanst the public sector and ther te7ef :ha: there is no :--se7'uT

role for the state in stimulati= industrial activity"

(Owen, np cft, p. 169).

"The Government must learn to judc,e when to intervene end when

nnt to intervene, on the Ic.e=4.= of a H4,c,p7ned, =o,ent4fc

ant thouo.htful approach. . ." D. 172).
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He 2nd 7:1r. :4aclennc,n str,ongy ,,,(Hvocate advancing the commercial fast

breed reactor. As Fore'gn Secretary, he advocated the THOP:E :I

development at Windsca7e in the face of US fee7'ng th.=--t it shoulH

be delayed until after the Internation=1 Nuc7e==.r Fue' yole

Evaluation (Hansard, 22.3.78, Co'. 1562). Fe is Hism,ssive ci


the environmentalist arguments teloveo' by Titer=7s. In 'Face the

F,Iture, p. 201, he say,7,

"For those who want low or no economc grr,wtn, mhe c'--se for a: 'flan

nn nuclear power has at 7east an 'nner logic. 'Fut for thne who

want to -'=,.ee economic expan=on 'n Fritian. faster e-c-nomio 7-^wth.

and whoe envronment& rsflncerns emhr,=,ce such issues as r,vercrowr4ed

slum housing conditions, Victorian hospitals and inner c4ty so,u o, r,

:he issue is not so simple."

The F'W/F. will bring the nuclear issue into o'no.u=,-. As Dr. :wen opposes

PWR, although he s=ys p. 202)

d'ff'cultie (in the 'utT7re) with the A7-R we couTd buy off the

shelf a German

7-ssues

Dr. Owen can arguethat he warned, during the debates on the Coal

7ndustry Sill, that recession would `orce a relaxation

sc=h limit. 7-:e has ,,rgued con=7-Hstehtly +-or a depletion coioy


for .jorth Sea oil, and supPorts the Government's plan to keer

production close to the level of T.,77K demand. He vigorously opposes

privatisation of EFOC. On 6.0;79, -in a sp.ch in 7orking, he


suggested that EGC shou'd buy ENCT',---- c"P=.

be a sensible rationalisati= 07' nat_cn,,,,7 gas re,o,rco,u.

r. Owen is strangely non-communitaire on North Sea oil and 'Lcas

supply. In Surrey, on 29.11.79, he said that Cur 7uropean partners

want ..,.f-ce= to our :jor:h cea ofl" but :hat :his shoult not affect

',_:-K depletion policy. "(--e=ary wflulH net Hre,m, of He'pleting the'r


ofl su-cpifes, if they hat them, azainst :heir national interests.

Nor would one of them ciream of selling a oroduct a: below market

price. Cn gas we need to e-.;en demand is not

ty . 7he a tax :n o'

and ion w4th'n the l'om77='ty- :rder t: finan:e



I.

TRALSPOPT :),"T  7- r•V

Two members of the Social Democratic Party were Transport min4P.ter,P

, n tlre last r-overrment - WillPm Rptc-ers and John Horam. They were

both extreme.ly P=t7e. Pnd crord Pt their jot,-- and followed p licie,

which hPd very little to do with conventi=al Labour wisdom about

Tran=port integrat ion etc.

David Owen. Includes a short piece about -ran,port in h4=" tcok.

Tt ,= pretty mean,ng.less. He states that we must rev4-,-e a hi=toric

commitment to develoona an inte7rated transPort policy usina

taxation, prIcing and a good investment strategy to balance the

eccnomic,social and envirflnmentPl co=tP4.

He arg,,es that we need more regionalism in transport c7annino- -

unrer ne.w recrional a==emblie= which he prconse, elsewhere.

'77.e rismis,e= arg=ents =bout naticnalisatio .

Ps jv's7  excu=e= to avod c-rprplins- with the protle7 of 'integration'.

Tn re7Ption to Dr. Owen'P utt=rPnce=, it is intere,tirg tc note

that during William Hodgers'time 27. the DCl.7, labours commitmenr tc

an integrated transport =y--tem was dismissed ==

mhe best ,ndication of Mr. Rodc-er's attitude to transport was

-iven in the June 1977 White Paper on the =ubjec-.

proposals were:-

to cut =pend,na on tran=port -from =2,200 -,""-r. a year to

E2,200 m,Tlon bv the enri of the re-Pre.

to Ptandon the con,-ept of P ,trategio ro,Pc' network: tr, mPke

road-builriing policy mone 'lexitl  ring more on ty.---,aP,e


arrut of £5 millic_ a v-:-ar was propet.

lorry tax to be ba-,ed '7ehicles laden weight and number of

xles - resulting in h_jner tax for the nePvies7 lorrie, ;

le7i=iPton on safety, pollution etc. affecti_ng 'orroes pe

tio-hteneri ur.

Railways:

1377; a reclacement a:-1i 5 yea:- rolling tnver,tment



•
County Councils to have innre,,er" e,ronaibi I tv for tr,n,p^rs :

to be asked so draw up and maintain five-year blans; and

Possibly to be asked to support local railway lines.

rural transport: the lou, revenue suppo „. grant 70 'oe

bv million a year.

bus licensing laws to be adapted in an attempt to comic_ rural

transport problems.

HOUg7NG POT TCY

None of the main socal dmoor,t, h,,ve teen Hirect7v involv e d 47

housir.g. However, in both Yrs. Williams anr; 7 r. TW,=7's rePert

book,, there are indications of :he sort of housinc; policy they

mi2h: embrace.

Yrs.Williams disou,,e, hcu,n-7 in her bock in rel,tion to e,-;up=tion

, egrection. Social division tetw,-en counci_ es:ate, anr4


privte estates ha, led to soc4ally sec,reated schools.

policies ar=, needed.

Council House Sales. Provided there is an adequate stock of

housirlg for rent, the ,ale of ^ouncl hol,ses help, so lorek

down the segregated social structure.

Public housebrcl and norvrsion. Council house sales =no,,l,4

be a,sociated with 'coal authority in  ing of sites and


conversion of lar7= old hou==, into flats -cr .7=.77 in areas Df

p .vately owner' housincr.

7 :ehabil4,t=tion. The new bopul,,r4ty of rehabilitation m2v help


:o oreate a more v,,r4e^ p,ttern of re,fHence and del::: restore

li'e 70 the inner ofoies ant create more lo,1=rper=

bic7 overspill e=t,.tes tf the lilis =7d



Dr. Owen. Concentrates on the need to reform housinc finance. The

favourable treatment cf owner occupiers for tax purposes has led to

a =hift of re=ource= into house purchase -=,nd tra,~1nc up of house

rrice= Funds in the tuilCinc societies h,'=ve reduceri the availability


of funds to industry. The re=ult h',,= beer th,,,t corranies here

increasingly have to borrow from bank= - thi= su=he= us lnterst

charges and the money =uss7y. Proe= o= houses are ',74d uo beyond

their real worth; mobiliy is thereby decreased - all this happens

because of government subsidy.

Fedlir‘tior of =utsidv o owner oco),ci-r=. Dr. Owen argues that

the policy must te to reduce subsidies to owner occupier= and

treat housing and tax reform a, part- of one ,a,la_e.

means either the reintroduction of a sort of schedule tax

(by phasing) or a phasinc cut of interest re7ief.
s


r,nther ambicu^u= in th,.- he toes on tc =ay that this would

mean restriotinc reTief 70 the basic rate of taxation and

maintaining the F_;'.'B4OnO cei,ing.

shasing out interest relief.

nounr,i1 =2=1-It. Subsidy tc council tenants :711,2.7 be ,=clapte,4 =o

that ther- is ecualitv cf tre=tment housinc =eotor=.

Th,= doe= not nece=sarily mean that :he =,eneral level of rents

would r-se but =cme would =e-- =harp increases. Acain the=e

woud have to be phased in.

:Jew Unified Benefit. - here =hou'i4 p a new social security

benefit to take account of housing costs - the,sort of unifed

housing benefit proposed by the c.upclementary Benefit= Commi=sion

There should al=o be nationwide rert -^014'7a for ocuncl

bropertie=.

Fir=t tme buyer=. There '= a 7=='r; 7c improve aoce== to credit

for young f:=-71,j7 with icw income= wrc cannot cet a . Cr


from a building =cciety.

Council Hou=e SP7es. McuTr; be left to local counci-is to

r'ecirie whether or no: to sell. --:=le= =hcu-d no: take slace

—



SOCIAL 27-7-RVTC7 ANT) SOM1.7 sECURITY

Very little evidence

HEALTH S7RVICE

7 xtracts from Dr. Cwen's bock 'F=.ce the Future' prov'de the be=t

evidence we have of the Party's att'tudes.

rThe Chapter ,:i_Community Care ca77s for the He=,7th Serv,,se to be

handed over to local elected author,oies, partly on the c—cunH=

that there is greater ecua7,ty '- the d,tr,but,on of r==our-e=

in education than there ,= ,n a heav,,y centr=7'sed =erv,ce like

As Dr. Owen says:

"Thi= i= very important =,nce many sr-fl,,,,li=t= ju=tify r'ertr="s,=t,on

on the c7rflund= tht ,t nrOmote"-=

"Itis a =,,,d fact that the 7-Te=7th Service 's rer.re=ented by an

amorphous and undemocratic author'ty, a CuancTo whf2h shou7d te

abc7,shed and replaced by demccratcally elected bodies." (p. 2 C•

Owen is critic& of entrenche,-3 intere=t= 71.('' the con=u7tart

and the trade unions. For example:

'The re=itance to change 's =trong, part'-u',=rly from -^nc,u7tant=

in the acut'e il7nes= =e-tor pr,-)ter-t'ng the,r specia''=ts, and -r-m

trade unions unwilling to see =ry ^7c=ures amnno- the acute gener=l

hospitals, which they see prf_mar'ly as employf=rs of the'- membrs."

(P. 293)

On Pre.ve.ntve medicine, 7%,r. Owen raTls t-^r 'egs'ator to ut

toba^^o ,',roducts w'th'n the scope cf the Yed'cine Act.

"The ,--iecison havng ten taken. sadly no p7ace

in the 1975 le-,7.slate croorasone. ana; insteaid another inaclequate

voluntary agreement was ne-7.cti,,te'ri with the industry . . . the

real problem is a lack :f

•
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tz, Reoional Assemblies."Reicnal AssembleS wou7d have ,==

scrutinising function that The i-iouse of .7=77.or_s _is unlikely to te

==b7= 70 fill, ID1't ths. f.un^to-1 Hoes =7 reHuce the ro'e of loc=7

government". They wou7d be resoonst7e for ,::ater and health

services. They would add another level of administration which

with nerhbourhood counc's wou'd amount to f-,ve 7evels of e7ecter,

assembly. Alternatively SDP mizht te tempted to carve up the

cnunt-i es moving some =ervices to districts and others to regir,ns.

focal Income Tax. Tm his took hr. Cwen dicoursively disCusses

has publicly endorsed LIT as r-ccr==d in LGl5:h -2;1=y 2921).

The H,ffirsult=s of local inr-ome tax ,,,r= th= relatively .ngh  cost

of ,,,dministrnton and rel,--tve,v weak ,,ccountability which cou,d

be established through the system. Cr-r.,==rvtive,s c==rnot =7,pcort


L77 t=c,==u=r= it i= incons i stent with a general oclicy 70 reduce

'nc(mm,- tax.

Loc=.1 Gover==nt 7-7irr-ce. Dr. ..2wen also arzes :hat we

should "accept P.s an e===ntia7 first s:ep the Lay  -ecommendation


that 7overnm.ont grant shol'7H no: te above 50 per cent of local

=,7thorty spending". This oah nly te achieved ty retaining rates

,=,hr; fuh'-'ing an Pc4-clfon=7 'ccal reve=e like 177.

LD0a7 7-overnmert
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LAW AN2 ORDER

- her= i= nr o=f'o4,=-1 coo,-0,1 Demrcrat po7,cy as such on law and order

,-xceot th= indications =rom their wr4t,ncrs. The lonaest out-pourinc

on this subject was David Cwen's took, which oont-,'n=,4 a ch2oter

called 'Freedom with Security'.

The following suc.gestichs are drawn from that chapter:

There should be no national centr'=-77y contrc'Th=r3 police force.

(Our policy also).

The reducton in the number of separate oc7o= forces and thea.

increasing use of computers is causing potential problems about

a centrally controlled forc=. local prl,ce author,t=o-  should

he err'our,-,c--(4. to a=-.=ert th=4r r'ght to c=r-=,n ,nfluenc= over

th= fl-,=rat'cnal ao'ivt,== of th= pol,c=, e.g. th= local polic=

authcr4t,e= might inc-- t th2t th= Soecial --:=,trol Group *c= nrt

e.---4tatl'sh=d in theHr poice

Some police forces mizht te split upinto smaller units.

A more effectiv= =y---tem of pclice

London.

A =bec,a' Select Committ--e mc-ht b= =et up with,n t


scrutinise the activity of the Y-etr000litan police.

The r4,ght to ci--montr-,--t= =.hoillH be U7Oh'=-7, =xc=pt in th= case

of racally abusive d=.mon=tr2t,cn.

A 'Credibl= c,y=tem' for dealng with complaints acrainst the

police 4s r=ouir=d.

:ndvduals shculd be 0-fven drect access to th= 77uror,ean nourt

of Human Tic'ht= and -ft= enfmmoemen: mahinery should t= =tr=n.---rthene

the foul-7=h prot.co:,-1to the European

Con,ienton to guarant.=== =rEec-,m me,v=m=nt.

A 7--77 of Ti4.7ht: c7ns'-'ereH llJ cm internat'onal

conv-nt4r,n. c:uch a (4,F-flitsfonshould

H=bat='.

The T.ec7a7 Aif s-,-s7e77-1 s'r=7t refo,

The 1(7,rol sh=uld



irsthe House of Commons. A '.T4rstrv of Ju=tice 'answering, for

all aspects of law and order' might be established.

1 2 'Greater democratic accountability' is required for the sec_rity

=ervices. A new Commttee nf 7=',,r1i2ment might be e=tablished

to scrutini=e their nfl=iv'tie=.

Home Offir-e: Roy Jenkins' record as Secretary of Etate

In June 1974, ne relaxed the control= Imposed  Callaghan

on the admission of husbands and male fiances to th4s country.

2 . He announced, in April 1974, an amnesty fçp 'mmic-r2nt= who h-

settled illegally in =he United Kinc•dom.

He attempted to use his executive power to prevent people _

television lirsenoe= nt the exi=tinc' rte before their li^en^e=

expired in order to a oid pnyment of 2n 2nnnur-ori ,nr'ren=e.

Jenk4n= cau=e,' thre27en'n=7 l'et=ers those peop


demanding payment at she new r2te ur,der prnin of 'nnving :he4r

licences revoked. l'he Cour= Acoeal, in the 7 Hr‘me

Office ca=e, ruled tha= re.70ke peoples licences


wa= "unlawful, inva,,d and 3f no effe

F4nally it m,ght be worthwhi'e recordinc- =ha= time

Senkins was Home Secretary between 197,4 nnd 1975 the level

nf imm4gration ro=e frnm 55,162 persons 1073-7,:c 32

1975 and 80,745 in 1976.

EDUCATIOr:

There wa= no menton of education on the Limehc=e =tntement

;~.th Sanuary 1981, nor at the Earty's launching, apart f- m a

reference to tr,ninin=7 for scnool le2ver=. Eut at the press

nference — ere wa= no 2t=empt to dis=ufse :he disa7reement

,7epen,4en= =chr,ol= between Shirle y J illiarss and Ro-," nkins.


She reaff rmeri her view

to have said that f= was '-fl



•
Shirley Williams in an interview with John Idticki renr,rted "n

thP Dalv TPlegrPch, 30th March 1°,31 corfirmd her OOOOs1OrL to

independent schools; would scrac their charitable statu=; the

assiste laces scheme; and the extra allowance for boardirg

"When I put it to hPr that morP pe:mplP

Party if she were to back ihr'P7nendent =chool=, she ren7,-d "In that

case they will have to join Roy 7artv, I have not chang-A


my mind and shall not do so" ipia)

Tn her =peer'h to the c7er'ond=ry HPad= As=o^'=ton (7oner•-nce ^n
^0C,

one; proposed a scheme for public schools to tw'n' w'th

r-omprehPn'vP--4 , pupils from each bein. 'fostered out' on the other

- with the comment thPt it "mi.-ght =Pem r=thr a wil^ idea but we nav,0

to break down thP b=rriPr". Independent school=7 should te

thP opportunity of integrating with the

t=pe report>.

-=-Ys-e71 (Pres,--Associatior

"aced Schools ant E-at Classes". 7ven by ocmpari==

tc ocher ^haPter-=, th'= r'ne from =

rar mioulary vague; most key issues are di=m4==e—' 'n = p=r=gr=ch,

plenty of criticisms almost no

fl(mmrrh.Pn've: "The social case for the comorPh.en've =chool has

always been unanswerable". p. 156. NOD study shows comprehensives

do s wP17 == sel,--ctve schools. Oppo=Ps 'cre_Mn' of comphrPhen=i,./--e


suggests shP would reverse 1950 AC7 Pnr-i re-impoe comprehensive

plans on IIRAJs.

c‘ho..o7: A p=r=gr=ph which i= rPm

• :po•r,- policy document "Private ols", that putl'o

o :hocls cre=m =flo.,=1 ta^kgrcun(-' "tr=,~4ng on the =nottery of ---:=rent

rather than on academic exce,lehce"

=re we71 =he=c' 'n ab-Thy tests of comprehen=ive

mndern. "The ::e:ntaned =y=tem and the ece:tomy itself are crippled

ty'ally se7regated system.

Ls w'th relu:tanc 7h=7 f:r :ne :h== one freer':m

an inde--d--t is a=7.20 hi:h
a Price fo:_ the :f -
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to integrate independent schools' i.e. now 'twinning'and 'fostering'.

On he- reo^rd Mrs. Will'ams has both defended =he reform'st v,ew :-

private education and made use of Godc'oh,n and Latymer for her ch'ld.

The most serious question is why M.-s. Wi7l'=ms d'd not take any

action or give any indication of these v,ew= in he,- twn years .st the

Department of Education and Science. However, her latest comments

repeat Labour's 1979 Manifesto:

"Labour's aim is to end, as soon as possible, -2ee-o=v'ng 'n such

(independent schools . . . Labcu- *11 end as soon =s possible

the remaining public subsidies and public suppor= to independent

schools." )p. 17)

7.ducational Opportunity: Overstates that achievement is based on

family background. "Tbe school cannot on its own outweigh the

powerful influences of soc=l

,nrid r,s,cial or sex discrimination."

A7-gues that nursery schools "have mainly tenefitted the middle-class-:Ii

, n 3riain paYstly because their sessfOns are too short to meet the

needs o'rsworking mothers". T:c mentisn of voluntsry r-Te g.


Play;:roups). Argues nurse-y schoflls shou7o', become centre cf al7

he=lth and social services.

Teachers: Would make -7n-serv'ce tra'ning oblicatory for promotion.

Poor head teachers should be saCked.

Curriculum: Reflects the tattle she lost with MUG and LEA's over a core

now says the key to reform is via examinations. Would broaden

'A'levels (last government would have replaced them).

tertiary colleges as a long-term objective, sixth form colleges

and 'community schools' in the meantime.

Further and Higher Education: Chapter 2 notes pro-co-:ion of uni-,-ersit7

students from manual homes has re7ni-led at 25p

	 gover=ents for attemptin2 to expand orcYision

without narrowing class differences Chapter



Chapter 	 Call= for grants for 16 year o1is who stay or at -4chool.

adm-it= =taff =tuHent ratios l7 higher education nve teen 'very'

h4c7n with 'reasonablv -,7enerou= fin,==ncinc:" (p. 1691. to


develop a system of continuous education.

Dr. David Cwen told Robin Day on 'The World at One' (,17th arch)

that the new ,, --,,rty would not private e,4uoatThn =7-1d he=lh by

law - "that would te toc c7reat an infringement of personal liberty.

It would, incidentally, also te acainst all the international

c=ventions on human rights .

T h'' Rt. Hr,r. Roy :enkTh= w.-=== T member of the panel on 'Any cuestions-

(EEC Radio - 3rd Ap,r-. he said he w=.= in f=vflur nf choice in

the education system. When ,7,,rz==s4 ;== to whether thi= extende'd

to the private schoo7s he rePle(-': believe th=t our lf- in t'ri=


country fs somewhat too dominated by a smaT' 7Thority

whr. 70 70 7--r'7=.'t-- =

rl.nd I would t'-,e-effl-e wan- . a -.7-re=t of effort fntp

improvir...7 the Public sector of education and zettinz that

rat=n4se,4 across the r'l=ss s7e.^tr= 'nsc7":.=r as there is --.. class

spectr= as w'te7y as you boss =Iv can. 3ut at the same time

: to not 'r-,e7eve that at wou7d te either r.7,'-nt or practical to

tan private education by law, and = would be firmly acainst that

as ,2-n infringement of human freedom.

72'=st Recor,4 - czhr7ey Willi=ms: 7:1,nster of State 1967-69, Secret ary

of ----'tate ----eptember 1976-79.

=Jo evi,Hence th,=t her policy ±M77nwed ary   Programme,

r-..r=,c-matf^ of,==r1 -2=7

- 2wkish or pub7-L- exren(4iture, -7resi7'eH over three rC=c's

particularly

them 70 7,==tC,_:f 7,07f..C.=; a= .,,afezt:.=rd a2ainst future debts.
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:4ore common grflund with C=..--=ervative., th,,,n Labour "Party. Core

curricuum, cualty of te----oher monitcrn=, of

economy in administration of school meas, savings of =urp,u=

D72ces etc.

Some controversial views: has always ar';flued that no evidence exit=

to prove standards have fallen.

Vicrorou=z7y cro-comprehen--- ive,tonk some L7A' ,7 to court.

"ef'- in aovocatincz subject setting of

ability ranges and mea,-,urino.

cTh -h: on issues of Wor7e7'=

7n =-7enera 7  a s'ic.ht 7 y c---,trcian attitude preo cuo'd with

sixth-forms and universities.

7nd,-bendent -4chno, 0-, fo 7 lcwed Callaghan line of continued

squeezng via LEAs tut no con,--er-- on C,7)rfei-ence

for radical =locltion, alwans noter." co=ts as reason.

Tw(-) Icarticulr il-tere==s, ---=ckM7 f_:-Icc=e=e7,t head teachers,

s=00fns - un a ,--son-zr,,ct where 2aren:s ag.ree =e, clothe and feed

=7choo 7  ===c7ree, t:t =each ft - (=77.inated by ?Mies as

er,lcation joke of the year:.

Comc,,ri=on with the :-77 iber= 7

Liberal education policy would devolve most responsibility onto

T backed up by statutory oblio - ations and a strenc.thened

meet them h=7f w,==y on non-,,electi -7.,,-

education and probably on inspect,cn of teachel- oerformance.

wou7d. Rc7rep on community co 71,7,==7 and in:eara: i on c7=' ridepndent

schoos. wouTH f 4nH some   n imposing

1,:niver.---;a' comprehensive educr--. 7fon on s:ronc:er LEA's. .:er experience


in  the  7 ecartment of "--r'ucation and -Thience mi7ht make her w=--ry cf

cievolved education 7he4r,

on 0-e7ler,,..1 im7,rover,,, n7=. whoh Wcul-; be welooned by all parties.

te excluded on ,-2,77
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73770T.UTTON AND CONSTTTUTfCNAL P.ESCRM

The two books by Shirley Williams and ':)avid Owen c,-'ffer ccnsidr=b7,;

tr—=tmnt of the quc--ton of ("evo71,t40n (as the te=  is

commonly understor,d: i.e. the de fl7ving under statut-- of powers

of  is-g,s7ator and executive =cton in ri=ton to specited ms-ttrs

from WPstrrThstR,- to em-ot," r-g.iflnl assemblies with or without

their own executives). 7 iam= -:evc7es no more than p=i-t

of one short ca,sagr'2Ph to th- subZ^t 'n ths- coul-se

decent-=lis=t4on. The s,7coorts the ca=0 for = d=vc7v-'

Assmbly in Scot7and: elsewhere an improvement of existing councils

and statutory bodies will, 4n her vie. suffice. She '= cnncernd

about 'constant upheaval' which 'worsens the quality of administration'

(Politics iE

David owcn.

7;"ople, Penguin ed. p.87).

contrast, arg!',-s 2t some length

constitutional ch=nges

=tout the consRous-nt upheava' and - St.

for constitutional refc 7 nt-,-ins clear ,Josals

7-i'ouse of forr's '.nto te eystoh,e of a new constitut'=a7 orHer.

---,.name," and reconst4tuted as the 'Westmnster Assembly, it Would

te given 'primary legislative respons-',7'-

- would d'scharge ma'n'y through, 'ts Sc tt-sh membrs s'tt,nc,

seParately in a Scottish Assembly. The westminster Assembly would

also contain elected representatives from Wales and the Englic:n

reVons: and they too would form themselves into separate as=emb7=s

but would have -Loss cowr than ther =7,cottsh counterparts.

(-'av-'.d Owen, Face the Future, o. 331 et ==c. Tn the fi"-st. -rlstanc

at any rate :here would be no legslatv,- H--voluton to W=7 r-2,r


the English regions from thIP ".7:ouse of Commons wh,R,re the 72,n

responsibility for them wou7d le. (see a,so local rlovernm.-nt  section


2-cove).



POLICY ON D7.F7NCY AND FOR77GN

i) 7')eence: Dr. Owen, =aid 'n the deta,e flr, the mr'-'ent proect on

. 3rd :,larch 1981, that "a Social Democratic Government in 1980, we-e

they to be elected, would carry on the Polaris weapon system; would

put 2-u4=e mi==ile sy=tems 'nto 7u-ocean theatre nuc'ear Prm=

limitation negotiations; would oo-rrit themselves to strategic

Prm= lim'tation talks". (Han=Prr', r‘fll. 769). -,-Nowever, he was


opposed to going ahead with deve'po'ng the Trcet m4=sime =v= em

at this time, primarily on econcmio =7,rounds.

NB Unlike the Social Democrats, the Libera7s do notsupport the

cont,nuation

i') Doland: Dr. Owen attacked :trs. Thatcher's 'weak response' over

PolPnd in a soeeh in "--lamme,-=mi'h fln 9th Acr,7 1981. Mc apca-nentiv


rsh,P77en.ged her Pnd other NA-fl 7,==d==rC to th:7'=t=':"'to freeze existino

trade contact= w'th the Soviet He said that high technol:Dgy


is the one area in which the Wes: cPn rePTly hflr: the 70'./Het

(Time=, lOth April 1981). added that he woulr' te opposer' tr the

We=t abandoning arms control neactiations in the event of a Soviet

invasion of Poland.

iii) A-',riaaahd 'he Middle East: They have no known policy on these

areas.

1



The Social Democrats and the European Community

The record of all the leading m,7'mbers of the SDP has been

consistently to support British membership of the EEC. Indeed,

Mr. Roy Jenkins, who later became President of the European

Commission, resigned as Deputy leader of the Labour Party on

this issue in 1972. Mr. John Horam, MP, and Mr. Tom Ellis,

MP. are both former chairmen of the Labour Committee for Europe.

It should however be remembered that Dr. Owen,Mrs. Williams

and Mr. Rodgers were all senior members of the last Labour

Government which through its ambivalence to British membership

signally failed to make a constructive political contribution

to the development of the EEC and allowed a massive imbalance

to ocour between the United Kino.dom's contributions to and

receipts from the Community Budo-et. Dr. Owen 's lacklustre

performance during the British Presidency of the Council of

Ministers in 1977 was widely criticised both within the United

Kingdom and by our Community partners.

An advantage of the Social Democrats establishing themselves

as an effective left-wing alternative to the Labour Party would

be that through a reassertion of a consensus on the question

of membership we would be able t exploit the political opportunities

presented by the Community to a re,:-.-Jer e• t. 3peaking on

behalf of the SDP Mr. Robert Mac -r-inan, M in launching a bitter


attack on the policy of the Labour Party said:

"Our membership of the EEC is damaged by constant shifts

of position which are undertaken, in particular, bv the

Labour Party. We shall not secure fL full benefits of



membership if our adherence to the Community is constantly

debated." (Hansard, Sth April 1931, Col. 998).

One of the first joint public Statements made by the

"Gang of Three" was on the subject of the European Community.

They declared on 8th June 1980:

"What alternatives do those who oppose British membership

propose? Where else can peace, jobs and freedom be more

effectively safeguarded? ... For the Labour Party to decide

now on a manifesto commitment to leave the Community in

1983 or 1984 would be irresponsible, opportunistic and

short-sighted ... There are some of us who will not

accept a choice between socialism and Europe. We will

choose them both."

Despite this veiled threat the Labour Party Conference

voted by an overwhelming majority in support of a policy

of withdrawal, ignoring a speech by Dr. Owen in which for

the sake of Labour Party unity he expressed his willinness

to support another Referendum on the subject:

"I will accept another referendum ... Comrades, this issue

has divided the Party. I do not want it to continue to

divide the Party. If united us in 1974, a commitment

to a Referendum. I urge th..at we unite again on another

commitment." (Blackpool, 1st October 1930).



SDP Policy

Although there are many sources from which SDP policy can

be inferred,including many speeches by Mr. Jenl:ins as President

of the European Commission,there has been no definitive policy

statement by the SDP beyond the brief mention accorded to the

Community in the '12 Tasks for Social Democrats' which stated

that "Britain must play its full part in the European Community".

A potential so-_-rce of conflict with the Liberals may be the

issue of federalism. Liberal policy continues to be to work

towards a federal European state, whilst Dr. David Owen declared

in 'Face the Future': "on the sensitive issue of political

union there is unanimity between the French and Eno-lish in

resisting federalism ... this operates as an effective blocking

mechanism".

The Social Democrats favour closer European foreicrn policy

co-operation. Not surprisingly, as Mr. Jenkins was one of

its architects, the SDP also favour British membership of the

European Monetary System at the earliest practicable opportunity.

A divergence of view amongst leading SDP members may arise

over the future size of the Community Budget. Dr. Owen seems

unenthusiastic about an increase in the Community "own

resources" whilst Mr. Jenkins nd Prof .;or M-rguand are

enthusiastic exponents of expanding the present Budcret to

about Tj times its present size. As Mr. Jenkins said in his

final speech to the European Parliament:

"Clearly our first priority is to agricultural

expenditure under control. But I do not believe that



this by itself can achieve the better balance of the Budget

we must have in the future. In my view this can only be

achieved by increasing our expenditure on non-agricultural

matters. The larger resources we shall need do not have to

come from raising the VAT ceiling. Other sources could be

envisaged. The total need not mean an actual increase in

public expenditure but rather a transfer of resources from

Member States to the Community."

The SDP position on quite how to "get agricultural

expenditure under control" remains unclear as they had no

participants in the major Commons debate on the CAP held on 26th

March 1931. However Dr. David Owen stated on 17th March

1979 that "reform of the Common Agricultural Policy is

one of the successes of the Labour Government". Mrs.

Shirley Williams advocates that reform should be along

the following lines:

"Britain would have allies not least amongst Socialists

in the continental member countries in supporting a

greater emphasis on the structural fund, a fairer

distribution of guarantees across the product range

and above all a link between price guarantees and

income maintenance for farmers, so that guarantees

would be gradually phased out for those whose income

exceeded a reasonable level" (1Politics is for


People' page 197).



It is likely that the Social Democrats will also give

enthusiastic support to the European 5th Company Law

Directive which attempts to prescribe standrd mechanisms

for employee participation in company structures.



1 ,...., cz C

nn 16th June 1981 Mr. David Steel and Mrs. Shirley Williams

launche,4, at a WP=tmnster prP,==7 confP-Pnc, = =tctP7Pnt

of principles agreed by the Liberal and Social Democratic

PartiP'=.

After a preamble criticisincr what it term= "thP pol4ti^.= of

controver'zia7 antagnn=m" c=pring,ng from "our -la==-Oce,-, per-y

-/.=--tem", and our 'centralised, zecretve and democrcy,


wth 'a r'n=tltutiona =tructure no longer =uited to our 1-,PPd'

the Party's prescription is, in brief:-

Electoral Pnd Contitutona7 rPform: 'WP Pre co--,ittP('


to obtaning proportionc' rebrPsentction ct the ear74e=t

opportunity, bPrcue it- is a prPcor-'ition of the new po_icies

wh-h 7,rita'r nPe^s."

"Our =.1-,Pred prfr-,ritie= fosr -7overnment =re 7-2(-: broviHP mnrP

jobs crid to 7ecur,- =re =t=tle price= loy rever=inc- thP Hecline

to our competitiveness and the shrinkacre of cur industry."

prc=cer'ty 8,7=o dman(4',7 thP con,-Prvcti= flf resources

and the protctior of thP Pnv'rormert."

"We n,PPd a more ba7ancP,' P^onomy which encourages PntPrpri=e

and innovation in both the pr,vat Pnd thP p,fp7c

"effective industrial partnership and a spirit of oc-operat'on,

which alone can provide the back^rouhd fflr cn

for incomes"

"Ve arP committPd to c'ontnued mPmber,=h-, of thP 7urooPpn

Community, which shou'd bP rPformoH from w4thin"

"We believe in the Proper defence ef Eritain throush membership

of :\TATO"

"We pledge ourselves to Work within :he wider international

c•=unity for multilateral di,crmcment cn(' for c more -qu'tatle

•f the world's resources."

3 1
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