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The Social Democrats and the European Community

The record of all the leading members of the SDP has been
consistently to support British membership of the EEC. Indeed,

Mr. Roy Jenkins, who later became President of the European

Commission, resigned as Deputy leader of the Labour Party on

this issue in 1972, Mr, John Horam, MP, and Mr. Tom Ellis,

MP. are both former chairmen of the Labour Committee for Europe.

It should however be remembered that Dr. Owen,Mrs. Williams

and Mr. Rodgers were all senior members of the last Labour

Government which through its ambivalence to British membership
signally failed to make a constructive political contribution
to the development of the EEC and allowed a massive imbalance
to occur between the United Kingdom's contributions to and
receipts from the Community Budget. Dr. Owen 's lacklustre
performance during the British Presidency of the Council of
Ministers in 1977 was widely criticised both within the United

Kingdom and by our Community partners,

An advantage of the Social Democrats establishing themselves
as an effective left-wing alternative to the Labour Party would
be that through a reassertion of a consensus on the question
of membership we would be able t> exploit the political opportunities
presented by the Community to a . reater ex nt. Speaking on

behalf of the SDP Mr. Robert Maclennan, M:, in launching a bitter

attack on the policy of the Labour Party said:

"OQur membership of the EEC is damaged by constant shifts

of position which are undertaken, 1in particular, by the

Labour Party. We shall not secure tihe full benefits of




membership if our adherence to the Community is constantly

debated." (Hansard, 8th April 1981, Col. 998).

One of the first joint public Statements made by the
"Gang of Three" was on the subject of the European Community.

They declared on 8th June 1980:

"What alternatives do those who oppose British membership
propose? Where else can peace, jobs and freedom be more
effectively safeguarded? ... For the Labour Party to decide
now on a manifesto commitment to leave the Community in
1983 or 1984 would be irresponsible, opportunistic and
short-sighted ... There are some of us who will not

accept a choice between socialism and Europe. We will

choose them both."

Despite this veiled threat the Labour Party Conference
voted by an overwhelming majority in support of a policy
of withdrawal, ignoring a speech by Dr. Owen in which for
the sake of Labour Party unity he expressed his willingness

to support another Referendum on the subject:

"T will accept another referendum ... Comrades, this issue
has divided the Party. I do not want it to continue to
divide the Party. If united us in 1974, a commitment

to a Referendum. I urge that we unite again on another

commitment." (Blackpool, 1st October 1980).




SDP Policy

Although there are many sources from which SDP policy can
be inferred,including many speeches by Mr. Jenkins as President
of the European Commission,there has been no definitive policy
statement by the SDP beyond the brief mention accorded to the
Community in the '12 Tasks for Social Democrats! which stated
that "Britain must play its full part in the European Community".
A potential souvrce of conflict with the Liberals may be the
issue of federalism. Liberal policy continues to be to work

towards a federal European state, whilst Dr. David Owen declared

in 'Face the Future': "on the sensitive issue of political
union there is unanimity between the French and English in
resisting federalism ,.. this operates as an effective blocking

mechanism”",

The Social Democrats favour closer European foreign policy

co-operation. Not surprisingly, as Mr. Jenkins was one of

its architects, the SDP also favour British membership of the

European Monetary System at the earliest practicable opportunity.

A divergence of view amongst leading SDP members may arise
over the future size of the Community Budget. Dr. Owen seems
unenthusiastic about an increase in the Community "own

resources”" whilst Mr. Jenkins nd Prof- ‘=or Marquand are

enthusiastic exponents of expanding the present Budget to

about 2% times its present size. As Mr. Jenkins said in his

final speech to the European Parliament:

HiClearly our first priority is to get agricultural

expenditure under control. But I do not believe that




this by itself can achieve the better balance of the Budget
we must have in the future. In my view this can only be
achieved by increasing our expenditure on non-agricultural
matters. The larger resources we shall need do not have to
come from raising the VAT ceiling. Other sources could be
envisaged. The total need not mean an actual increase in
public expenditure but rather a transfer of resources from

Member States to the Community."

The SDP position on quite how to "get agricultural

expenditure under control™ remains unclear as they had no

participants in the major Commons debate on the CAP held on 26th

March 1981, However Dr. David Owen stated on 17th March

1979 that "reform of the Common Agricultural Policy is
one of the successes of the Labour Government'". Mrs,

Shirley Williams advocates that reform should be along

the following lines:

"Britain would have allies not least amongst Socialists
in the continental member countries in supporting a
greater emphasis on the structural fund, a fairer
distribution of guarantees across the product range
and above all a link between price guarantees and
income maintenance for farmers, so that guarantees
would be gradually phased out for those whose income
exceeded a reasonable level" ('Politics is for

People! page 197).




It is likely that the Social Democrats will also give

enthusiastic support to the European 5th Company Law

Directive which attempts to prescribe standard mechanisms

for employee participation in company structures.,
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