
W 6 «d 8 • L*<- B— I *» • * *. " ™ 


C O N F I D E N T I A L 


FM BONN 1 1 1 3 2 0 Z OCT 7 9 


TO IMMEDIATE FCO 


T E L E G R A M NUMBER 5 8  3 OF 11 OCTOBER 


INFO IMMEDIATE MODUK ROME U K D E L NATO WASHINGTON 


INFO P R I O R I T Y MOSCOw THE HAGUE B R U S S E L S P A R I S 


I T A L I A N PRIME M I N I S T E R ' S V I S I T TO B O N N : D E F E N C E I S S U E S . 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE C H A N C E L L O R ' S O F F I C E , THERE WAS AN ALMOST 

COMPLETE M E E T I N G OF MINDS BETWEEN C H A N C E L L O R S C H M I D T AND P R I M E 

M I N I S T E R C O S S I G A ON THE B R E Z H N E V S P E E C H AMD T N F . T H E I R A S S E S S M E N T 

OF THE FORMER WAS THAT IT WAS A MOVE D E S I G N E D P R I N C I P A L L Y T O 

A F F E C T A L L I A N C E D E C I S I O N S ON T N F . THE P R O P O S A L TO R E D E P L O Y M I S S I L E S 

E A S T OF THE U R A L S C L E A R L Y HAD NOTHING IN IT O F ADVANTAGE TO THE 

WEST. THE CHANCELLOR THOUGHT T H A T THE P O S S I B L E WITHDRAWAL O F UP 

TO 2 0 , 0 0 0 MEN AND 1 , 0 0 0 T A N K S SHOULD BE LOOKED AT C L O S E L Y IN THE 

MBFR C O N T E X T . BUT IT WAS NOT Y E T C L E A R E X A C T L Y WHAT IT AMOUNTED 

TO AND IN ANY CASE THE OFFER SHOULD HOT D E T R A C T FROM THE I M P O R T A N C E 

WHICH THE WEST A T T A C H E D TO R E A C H I N G AN AGREEMENT WITH THE E A S T ON 

D A T A , MORE G E N E R A L L Y THE R U S S I A N O F F E R ADDED TO THE IMPORTANCE OF 

THE ARMS CONTROL E L E M E N T IN THE TNF P A C K A G E . 

2 . AS REGARDS TNF BOTH THE C H A N C E L L O R AND C O S S I G A A G R E E D THAT 

THE B R E Z H N E V S P E E C H WOULD HAVE NO E F F E C T ON THE D E T E R M I N A T I O N 

OF BOTH GOVERNMENTS TO P R E S S AHEAD WITH TNF M O D E R N I S A T I O N . 

DOM I S T I C A L L Y N E I T H E R HEAD OF GOVERNMENT THOUGHT THAT HE WOULD 

ENCOUNTER S E R I O U S L Y I N C R E A S E D D I F F I C U L T I E S IN C A R R Y I N G THROUGH 

SUCH A PROGRAMME. OF THE TWO C O S S I G A SEEMED TO BE THE MORE B U L L I S H 

ABOUT T H I S , ALTHOUGH IT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF D E G R E E . ( HE HAD 

A P P A R E N T L Y AREADY . C L E A R E D H I S L I N E S WITH L E A D E R S OF A L L P O L I T I C A L 

P A R T I E S E X C E P T B E R L I N G U E R . C R A X I N E E D E D SOME MORAL 

S U P P O R T ) . C O S S I G A A L S O S E E M S TO HAVE B E E N MORE R O B U S T IN G I V I N G 

THE I M P R E S S I O N THAT THE I T A L I A N GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT EE D E F L E C T E D 

FROM ITS C O U R S E , E V E N IF THE D U T C H , P O S S I B L Y FOLLOWED B Y THE 

B E L G I A N S , WERE TO D E C i D E THAT THEY COULD MOT AT T H I S S T A G E A G R E E • 

TO S T A T I O N L O N G - R A N G E TNF ON T H E I R S O I L . WE WERE TOLD THAT IN THE 

C H A N C E L L O R ' S VIEW SUCH A D E V E L O P M E N T WOULD EE QUOTE V E R Y S E R I O U S 

INDEED UNQUOTE AND A L L E F F O R T S SHOULD BE MADE TO P E R S U A D E T H E ' 



CONFIDENTIAL-

DUTCH TO A G R E E . BOTH C O S S I G A AND THE C H A N C E L L O R A G R E E D THAT IT 

WOULD BE P R E F E R A B L E FOR D E C I S I O N S TO BE T A K E N RATHER E A R L I E R 

THAN DECEMBER BUT S C H M I D T TOLD C O S S I G A THAT T H E R E A P P E A R E D TO BE 

I N S U P E R A B L E D I F F I C U L T I E S IN T H I S FOR THE D U T C H . 

3 . THE I M P R E S S I O N WE G A I N E D FROM T H I S ACCOUNT WAS THAT THE F E D E R A L 

GOVERNMENT W I L L NOW I N T E N S I F Y T H E I R E F F O R T S TO B R I N G THE DUTCH AND 

TO K E E P THE B E L G I A N S ON BOARD AND IS L O O K I N G FOR S U P P O R T FROM 

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE A L L I A N C E ( C O S S I G A W I L L BE S E E I N G VAN A G T 

ON 1 3 OCTOBER ) : BUT IF T H I S A I M SHOULD NOT BE A C H I E V E D THEY W I L L 

TAKE SOME SOLACE FROM C O N T I N U E D I T A L I A N P A R T I C I P A T I O N . 

WRIGHT 


