
10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 19 October 1981

Dear General Stanier,

Many thanks for your letter of 13 October. You really

did not need to thank me for visiting the wounded Irish

Guards in hospital and their friends at the Barracks. It

was the least I could do to show how much I felt for those

who were so callously hurt, and to show how proud I am of the

Army.
S.

I also thought, like you, that it was important to draw

attention to the senseless brutality of the IRA, and to show

that we will not give in to criminal violence.

Thank ycu again for your kind letter.

Yours sincerely,

Margaret Thatcher

General Sir John Stanier, K.C.B., M.B.E., A.D.C. Gen.

LPO



FROM GENERAL SIR JOHN STANIER KCB MBE ADC Gen

A(PS) 372741/3

The Rt Hon Mrs Margaret Thatcher MP
10 Downing Street
London SW1 


HEADQUARTERS


UNITED KINGDOM LAND FORCES


WILTON SALISBURY WILTS SP2 OAG

Telephone Salisbury 6222 ext 2208

13October 1981

As Commander-in-Chief, I would like you to know how very much
your visit to the 1st Battalion The Irish Guards last Sunday
morning was appreciated. When I went to the hospitals later
on the same day they were all telling me how thrilled they
had been to meet you. For a busy Prime Minister on the eve
of the Party Conference to find time to visit not only the
wounded soldiers in hospital, but also their comrades and
families at the Barracks, came as evidence of how much your
Government, and you yourself, care for our Army. May I thank
you most sincerely for finding the time to make this visit.
I know that you have made similar visits to the Army, notably
after the disaster of Warren Point, and on many other occasions.
It is an example of your concern which means a very great deal
to all of us and I would not wish you to think that it went
unremarked throughout the Army.

We were, of course, delighted that you were able at the time
of your visit to reinforce publicly your determination to
withstand these murderous attacks by the IRA, and this too
comes as a great encouragement to all of us in the Army.
Steadfastness of purpose is a quality which is very much
appreciated by all of us in the Services, and I hope I may
be allowed to  wish  you every success in the execution of
your policies in this direction.



TING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 19 October 1981

Dear General Langley,

This is just to thank you for your kind lette
r of 13 October.

I am glad that you feel my visit to the hospi
tal and the Chelsea

Barracks has done something to help morale. It was the least I

could do to show how much I felt for the woun
ded and their friends

and families. It was a chance to show how proud I am of the Army,

the police, the hospital services, and all those who play their part

in the fight against organisations like the IRA.

I was very grateful to Robert Corbett for all the trouble

he and his men took over my visit when they m
ust have already

had their hands full.

Yours sincerely,

Margaret Thatcher

LPO

Major General H r A Langley, MEE



FROM: MAJOR GENERAL H D A LAN GLEY M B E
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