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PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 56

Our latest Gallup tracking study was conducted before the
Budget and found a 5% Labour lead. Support for the Social

Democrats remains hjgh - on a standard voting intention
12%% of the electorate claimed they would vote Social

Democrat (without prompting). When the idea of a Social
Democratic Party was put to them, one quarter of the electorate
claimed they would support it. When the idea of a Social
Democratic/Liberal alliance was put to.them, one third of

the electorate claimed they would vote for candidates from
such an alliance.




CONFIDENTIAL

PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 56
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OQur latest 'tracking' study was conduct

9th March and found a 5% Labour lead which

change from the result of our previous

18/23 February - 44% Labour lead). It should be noted that

the interviewing for this survey was conducted before the Budget -
the survey that will be available next week will have been conducted
after the Budget. For the first time, Gallup have included in their
analysis a separate category for those who totally unprompted said
they would vote for a Social Democratic Party at a General Election
12% of those interviewed said they would do this (18% said they
would vote Liberal). Details of these answers are given below -

it should be noted that this table includes don't knows as a separate
category. When Gallup presented the option of a Social Democ“a:;:
candidate to these people being interviewed, one in four (25%) sa
they would vote for such a candidate. (22% said they would vote
Conservative, 25% Labour and 12% Liberal). When the idea of

a Liberal/Social Democratic candidate was put to respondents 36% said
they would vote for such a candidate (22% said they would vote
Conservative and 24% Labour). Full details of the answers given

to both these questions are shown in the table below:-
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Voting

Details of the trend in support f he main parties sin
October 1980 are shown below - supr t for the Conserva
has fallen from 40 % (1/6 Oct) to %% (4/9 March) and f
Labour from 43% (1/6 Oct) to 34%% (4/ Over the
same period suppor: for the Liberals has increased from 13%%
(1/6 Oct) to 20% (4/%3 March).
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4. Popularity of Politi¢ ier

Mrs Thatcher's popularity has fal n nsistently sin
February (3/9 February 35% satisfied with Mr Lhat“hnﬂ
Mini sber, 4/9 March 28% satisfied with Mrs Tha,vher as

r) Mr Foot's popularity remains extremely low
improved.
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5. Published Polls

(a) M.0.R.I. (Sunday Times 8th March 1981)

An M.O.R.I. poll published in the Sunday Times conducted (19/
February 1981) and published on 8th March 1981 looked at what
electors inclined to support a new Social Democrat Party want
in terms of policies. Details are given below:-

WHAT THE MODERATES WANT

Worker representation on boards

Bring back grammar schools
Proportional representation for elections
Take Britain out of the Common Market
Introduce a wealth tax

Introduce an incomes polic

Replace rates with local incomes tax
Abolish pay beds in NHS hospitals
Favour unilateral disarmament

Abolish public schools

Abolish House of Lords

Nationalise more industries
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Putting more money in the
Health Service

Making more efforts to protect
the countryside and our finest
buildings

Giving stiffer sentence
those who break tne law
Spending more money to get rid
of poverty in Britain

Spending more money to tackle
pollution of the airs and
rivers

Taking tougher measures tToO
prevent Communist influence

in0 Britain

Give council tenants
to buy their houses
Bringing back the death
penalty

Redistributing income and
wealth in favour of ordinary
people

Shifting power from London
the regicns and local
authorities

Giving workers more say in
running of the place where
they work

Withdrawing Britisn troops from
Northern Ireland immediately
Going ahead with further
expansion of the nuclear power
industry

Sending coloured immigrants
to their own countr
Increasing state control of
for building
Reducing the power
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table shows that “ TR 1 Social Democrat

vaw

(Glasgow Herald 6th March 1981)

A System Three poll published in the Glasgow Herald on 6th March 1981
and conducted in Scotland between January 29th and February 10th found
47% saying they would vote Labour, 19% Conservative, 18% SNP and

13% Liberal. At the General Election 42% voted Labour, 31%
Conservative, 17% SNP and 9% Liberal.

@) M.0R.T. (Scotsman 6th March 1981)

An M.O.R.I. poll published in the Scotsman on 6th March 1981 and
conducted between February 19th. and 23rd found a lower level of
support for the Social Democrats in Scotland than in the rest of
the country. M.0.R.I. found (in Scotland only) the following
pattern of voting intention:-

Voting Intention - Scotland

Traditional . Voting Intention Voting Intention
Voting if Social Demo- if Soc}al Democrat
Intention ¢rat stood stood but no

Liberal
% % %
Conservative 20 18 20

Labour 44 38 41
Liberal 14 12

SNP 16 18 19
Social Democrat 5 14 19
ther Party 1 - i

When presented with three options for changing the way Scotland

is governed, 25% of the Scottish electorate opted for'a completely
independent Scottish Assembley separate from England', 45% for

'A Scottish Assembly as part of Britain but with substantial powers'
and 30% for 'no change from the present system'.
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