
10 
S E C R E T 


SECRET 
(3 

FM
TO

 FCC c«5i?*ez DEC ?R
 IMMEDIATE WASHINGTON 

 ' < 4  W /  L ^ l z 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 1789 OF 5J>5C*MBER 

IRAN. 
1. I WOULD LIKE YOU TO SEEK AN EA^LY OPPORTUNITY To SPEAK TO 
VANCE AND TO MAKE To HIM THE FOLLOWING POINTS, EMPHASISING THAT 
THEY COME FROM ME: 
(A) ON THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE To US, WE SEE LITTLE. PROSPECT 
OF ANY EARLY POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE RELEASE OF HOSTAGES. 
ALTHOUGH THE VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL EXERCISES OF CONDEMNATION/DE­
MAND FOR THE UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF HOSTAGES (BY THE NI ME, BY 
THE COMMONWEALTH, BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND NOW BY THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL) HAVE CLEARLY TEEN WORTH DOING, THEY SEEM TO 
HAVE HAD LITTLE EFFECT ON THOSE IN CHARGE OF EVENTS IN IRAN, 
EXCEPT POSSIBLY To DETER THEM  r F0 '1 FUSHING THEIR ANTI-AMERICAN 
COURSE TO EVEN GREATER EXTREMES. 
( r ) WE HAVE THROUGHOUT SUPPORTED UNEQUIVOCALLY THE AMERICAN 
REFUSAL TO SEND THE SHAM TO IRAN AND THEIR INSISTENCE ON THE 
UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF THE HOSTAGES. WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. 
WE ADMIRE ENORMOUSLY THE COMBINATION OF FIRMNESS AND RESTRAINT 
WHICH PRESIDENT CARTER AND THE ADMINISTRATION HAVE DISPLAYED IN 
THE FACE OF A SERIES OF OUTRAGEOUS PROVOCATIONS, WE BELIEVE THAT 
THIS AFPRoACH STILL OFFERS THE BEST, PROBAELY THE ONLY, WAY OF 
GETTING THE HOSTAGES OUT UNHARMED, EVEN IF THAT MAY MEAN A LONG 
HAUL. WE JUDGE THAT THIS HAS ALSO BEEN MR VANCE'S VIEW (YOUR 
TELNO. 387E). 

• (C) WE REALISE HOWEVER THAT THE US MAY IN THE DAYS AHEAD FEEL THE 
> NEED TC TAKE FURTHER ECONOMIC ACTION AGAINST IRAN TO REINFORCE THE 

DECISIONS ON OIL AMD THE FREEZING OF ASSETS: AND THAT, IN CERTAIN 
CIRCUMSTANCES SUCH AS THE KILLING OF SOME OF THE HOSTAGES, THERE 
'OULD EE GREAT PRESSURE TO BEYOND ECONOMIC MEASURES. 
(D) WE ASSU" E THAT IN ANY SUCH EVENTUALITY (FURTHER ECONOMIC 
MEASURES TO INCREASE THE PRESSURE ON IRAN OR RETALIATION AFTER 
HARM To THE HOSTAGES), THE UNITED STATES WOULD LOOK To ITS MAIN 
WESTERN ALLIES AT LEAST.FOR MORAL SUI PORT AND FEPHAPS ALSO FOR 
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' O R E T H A N T H A T . A L M O S T A N Y A C T I O ' . T H A T T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S M I G H T T A K E . 

W E T H E  R O R N O T A C C O M P A N I E D B Y R E U E S T S f"oR f A P A L L E L A C T I O N BY T H E 9 

I A I N W E S T E R N C O U N T R I E S , W O U L D H ' E D I R E C T AND SI6NM I C A N T I M P L I C A T ­

IONS F O R THE.' A S T H E F R E E Z I N G O F A S S E T S H A S HAD A L R E A D Y . W E F O R O U R 

P A R T V C U L D L I K E T O B E IN A P O S I T I O N T O R E S O ^ ' D P O S I T I V E L Y , A N D 

N O T J U S T T O P O I N T C U T T H E DIFF I C U L T I E S O F W H I C H T H E A M E R I C A N S 

W O U L D A L R E A D Y EE F U L L Y A ' ' A R E . 

(E) IN T " £ S E C I R C U M S T A N C E S W E B E L I E V E T H A T IT V O U L D B E IN A L L 

I N T E R E S T S IF T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S F E L T A B L E T O S H A R E T H E I R 


T H I N IPG ON T H E WAV A H E A D A N D T H E V A R I O U S C T I O N S AS T H E Y SA1 T H E M 


! ITH T H E I R P R I N C I P A L A L L I E S . A G O O D 0 P O R T U N I T V . T O I N I T I A T E T H I S 

1F R O C E S S W O U L D B E A T T H E Q U A D R I P A R T I T E M I N I S T E R I A L D I N N E R IN  • 

B R U S S E L S O N 12 D E C E M B E R . 

R . Y O U S H O U L D M A K E IT C L E A R T H A T I H A E N O T D I S C U S S E D T H I S A P P ­


R O A C H W I T H E I T H E R T H E F R E N C H O R T H E G E R M A N S A N D A M A T T H I S S T A G E 


• E R E L Y A S K I N G V A N C E F O R H I S O W N R E A C T I O N S . I D O H O W E V E R A T T A C H 


G R E A T I M P O R T A N C E T O T H E I R B E I N G B R O U G H T IN A T A N E A R L Y S T A G E . I 


H A D S O M E B R I E F D I S C U S S I O N ' I T H F R A N C O I S - P O N C E T A N D G E N S H F R - IN T H E 


M A R G I N S OF T H E E U R O P E A N C O U N C I L A T B U T L I N F R O M W H I C H I G O T T H E 


D U A L I M P R E S S I O N O F F I R M S U ' C R T F O R U S P O L I C Y B U T A C E R T A I N 


N E R V O U S N E S S A T O U R J O I N T I G N O R A N C E O F T H E W A Y T H E A M E R I C A N S P L A N N ­


ED T O I L A Y T H E H A N D F R O M N O W O N . 


3. P L E A S E C O N S U L T V A N C E A S T O W H E T H E R IT W O U L D EE U S E F U L F O R Y O U 


TO G O O V E R T H E S A M E G R O U N D W I T H E R Z E Z I N S K I , A N D W H E T H E R T H E S I T ­


U A T I O N IS S U C H T H A T W E O U G H T N O T T O W A I T U N T I L N E X T W E D N E S D A Y . 
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