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YOUR ' GLO-GERMAN CCONSULTATIONS

ACT ON YOUR INSTRUCTIONSs BUT | WOULD NOT
“ORE SATISFYING MYSELF THAT YOU AND THE PRIM
SE}ZED OF < THE &AS!C CONSIDERATIONS WHICH
ATTER! LATERAL CONSULTATIONS

AT ICULAP HE TOTAL COMMiTMENT
NMENT TO EUROPE
EASED ON AN ANGLO-GERMAN
PARIS AX1S. THE BONN-PARIS AXIS
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_ CONFIDENTIAL
4, WHILE THE GERMANS ARE CONTENT WITH THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS SO e
FAR AS FRANCE- IS CONCERNED, THEY DO NOT WISH IT TO BE EXCLUSIVEQ
IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT THEY HAVE ENCOURAGED THE PATTERN OF
BERITISH-GERMAN CONSULTATION, ALSO ON A TWICE YEARLY BASIS ALTHOUGH
NOT ON THE SAME SCALE., NORMALLY IT HAS BEEN THE CUSTOM FOR THE
PRIME MINISTER TO BE ACCOMPANIED NOT ONLY BY THE
FORE iGN SECRETARY AND THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER BUT ALSO BY
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE AND BY ONE OR MORE OF THE
ECONCMIC MINISTERS. THIS IS OF VALUE FOR BOTH PRESENTATIONAL AND
PRACTICAL REASONS, PRESENTATIONALLY |IT EMPHASISES THAT THE GERMANS
SEEK TO PLACE AS MUCH WEIGHT ON THEIR CONSULTATIONS WITH US
AS THEY DO WITH THE FRENCH: IN PRACT|CAL TERMS IT HELPS TO ENSURE
THAT WE SET PRACTICAL RESULTS FROM THE BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS.
IT 18 THEREFORE, | SUBMIT, A VERY STRONG BRITISH INTEREST FOR HER
AJESTY’S GOVERKNMENT TO TAKE THESE BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS AS
I0USLY AS THE GERMANS DO AND TO BE SEEN TO BE DOING SO, THE
T WAY TO DO SO 1S FOR THE PRIME MINISTER TO BE ACCOMPANIED
A STRONG MINISTERIAL TEAM. THIS NEED NOT MEAN THAT SHE
WOULD ALSO HAVE TO BEE ACCOMPANIED BY A LARGE TEAM OF CFFIiICIALS.
5. AMONG THE MINISTERS WHOM | HGPE WOULD ALWAYS EE A MEMEER
OF THz PRIME MINISTER’S TEAM AT THESE TWICE-YEARLY CONSULTATICONS
1S THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE. THE PRIME il:CTmﬂ HAS
EMPHASISED THE PRIORITY WHICH SHE ACCORDS TO DEFENCE. THE MILITARY
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN BRITAIN AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 1S OF
UTMOST IMPORTANCE., WE ARE ONE OF THE PROTECTING POWE
IN BERLIN AND HAVE A FIELD FORCE OF BRIGADE STRENGTH STAT
THERE., WE ARE THE ONLY EUROPEAN ALLY TO CONTRIBUTE TO TH
TRIAD, THE STRATEGIC NUCLEAR, THEATRE NUCLEAR AND CONVERN
FORCES. WE ARE GERMANY’S OMLY NATO ALLY WITH A TREATY OB
T0 STATION A SPECIFIC NUMBER OF SOLDIERS AMD AIRMEN ON THE
SOIL ViZ 55,000 SOLDIERS AND 10,000 AIRMEN. THE ROYAL NAVY
REPRESENTS THE BIGGEST EUROPEAN MARITIME FORCE. MOREOVER
we SHARE WITH THE GERMANS THE DESIRE TO KEEP AN EFFECTIVE
DEFENCE INDUSTRY ON THIS SIDE OF THE ATLANTIC AND WE ARE AT
PRESENT ENGAGED THEM IN THE SINGLE MOST IMPCORTANT COLLABORATIVE
PROJECT OF ALL, THE TCRNADC AIRCRAFT. WE HOPE TO CONTINUE WITH
THIS COLLABCRATION, PERHAPS INCLUDING THE FRENCH AS WELL, IN THE
FURE TACTICAL COMEBAT AIRCRAFT (FTCA). WE ARE CLOSELY 5&&\3‘“
I TH (MANS = ON SUCH POLITICO~#ILITARY PROBLEMS AS THE

MODERNISATION OF THEATRE NUCLEAKR FORCES AND THE RELATED
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.J"!TR‘OL EXERCISES. IT IS DIFFICULT TO RECONCILE THE [MPORTANCE
'CH HMG ATTACHZS TO DEFENCE AND THE (MPORTANCE OF THE

ANGLO-ZERMAN MILITARY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ABSENCE OF THE DEF

SECRETARY FROM THE BILATERAL COMSULTATIONS,

5, WITH RESPECT, | DO NOT THINK IT 1S THE CASE THAT THE BRITISH

AND GERMAN MINISTERS OF DEFENCE SEE EACH OTHER ENOUGH ANYWAY.

IS NG SUBSTITUTE FOR A CLOSE BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP TO
STRENGTHEN THE NORMAL MULTI-LATERAL NATO RCLATi%§SﬁJ£WEgFHE SAME
IS TRUE IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY CONTEXT) BILATERA Aﬁ:CTENGS
OF -DEFENCE MINISTERS [N THE CONTEXT OF HEADS OF GOVERNMENT
MEETINGS PRODUCE LESS DISCORD IN THE ALLJIANCE THAN OTHER BILATERAL
MEETINGS WHICH ANYWAY HAVE ONLY BEEN HELD TWICE, THE LAST BEING IN
JULY 1978. BRITAIN’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEFENCE OF EUROPE

V!SIELY'UNDERL]* D, PARTICULARLY M BOMNM, AND
D COMPLEXITY OF GUR WHOLE LITICO-MILITARY RE
NCE OF THE TWO DEFENCE MINISTERS AT THE HEADS
ULTATICNS SEEMS TO ME TO BE THE NECESSARY OUTWA
S!RN OF THE INWARD ESSENCE OUR MIL)TARY~
RELATIONSHIP, MOREOVER THERE ARE MATTERS WHICH N
HEADS
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RUM THAN ANY INDIVIDUAL ERITISH MINISTER,
ELD ONE EXACT COUNTER PART. WHEN GRAF
TO ATTEND THE LAST BILATERAL GCONSULTAT
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THE INDUSTRY SECRETARY IN ORDER TC COVER HIS FIELD OF
RESPONSIBILITY, IT IS OBVIOUSLY NOT PRACTICAL TO SUGGEST THAT .
THREE MINISTERS SHOULD COME TG TALK TO GRAF LAMBSDORFF. BUT |
SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT THERE WAS EPOUGH IMPORTANT BUSINESS TO
MAKE |T WORTH WHILE FOR AT LEAST ONE OF THEM 7O HAVE A SESSION
WITH HIM. THE ENERGY FIELD PRESENTS ITSELF AS ONE, BUT THERE 1S
ALSO A GOOD DEAL IN THE TRADE FIELD TO COVER AS WELL, WHICH, GIVEN
LAMBSDORFF'S EXISTING COMMITMENTS, 1S OTHERWISE UNLIKELY TO BE
COVERED BEFORE NOVEMEER,
9, IN SHORT, WHILE { UNDERSTAND AND NATURALLY ACCE PT THt PR I ME
MINISTER?S WiSH TO KEEP HER PARTY AS SMALL AS POSSIBL 1 THIN
FOR THE REASONS THAT | HAVE GIVEN, THAT WE otOJL BE IDA?FQJRTYLY
AXING ADVANTAGE OF THESE TWICE YEARLY CONSULTATIONS TO PROMOTE
THE BRITISH IHTLP”SI |F THE PRIME MINISTER®S PARTY ON THIS AND
SUBSEQUENT DCCHV!O“H WAS AS RESTRICTED AS 1S NOW PROPOSED. MY

o
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ﬂtFPNbf SHOULD BE INVITED TO JOIN THE PRIME MINISTER’S
D PREFERABLY EITHER MR NOTT OR MR HOWELL AS WELL. 17
MAY BE THAT CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT MAY NOT BE ABLE TO FIELD A

Lo

COMPLETE TEAM ON HIS SIDE, UNLESS | MAKE ENQUIRIES | CANNOT BE
CERTAINL WHAT 1 AM CERTAIN ABOUT HOWEVER IS THAT IF WE PROFOSE
) RESTRICTED A MEETING, HOWEVER HIGH POWERED, RE SHALL RUN

THE mw, IN THE GER
AS St QUBLY AS WE . SHOULLY AND CERTAINLY NOT AS SERJCUSLY AS

THE FRENRCH DO,

AN EYES, OF NOT TAKING THESE CONSULTATIONS
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CONFIDENTIAL
GRS 150
CONFIDENTIAL
Fiq1 BONN 3111557 AUG 79
TO IMMEDIATE FC
TELEGRAM MUMBER 434 OF 31 AUGUST
INFO PRIORITY PARIS

MY TELNO 4786 (NOT TO PARIS
ANGLO/GERMAN CONSULTAT!
1. 1 HAVE TODAY _ HEARD I APEL HAS SUGGES
TRILATERAL MEETIHNG Q JEFENCE MINISTERS A
THAT THE FRENCH CAN ALSO AGREE TO THESE DAT
l COMMENDA VR PYM SHOULD IN THE PRIME MINISTER?S
TEAM FOR THE CONSH : NS ON 3. CTOR MONETHRELESS STANDS.
THE GEHNERAL GROUMNDS ADVANCED FOF ; =SENCE IN THE TEAM REMA
YALID AND | HAVE NO DOUET TH ERE WILL BE IMPORTANT BILATERAL
ERS TO DISCUSS AND P A AL ASPECTS OF THE KES S
TRILATERAL MEETING .
SE VY

iF MR PYM WERE HOWEVER TO FIND IT I DIFFICULT TO MAKE

URNEYS TO GERMANYWITHIN THE SPACE OF A FORTNIGHT, THE

WOULD OF COURSE GAIN ADDED

REINFORCING THE £ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION IN THE |
ST

RENGTH.
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TO PRIORITY BON:
TELEGRAM HUMBER 280 OF 28 AUGUST,
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THE PRIME MINISTER HAS DECIDED THAT SHE WOULD LIXE TO
OMPANIED ONLY BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE CHANCELLOR OF
eXCHEQUER AT THE NEXT ROUND OF A?TLG/ ] AN CGHSULT!][”VC
TALRS BETWEEN H.A,T.0, DIFENCE MILSTERS &Ti S F:iCH“WT,
NTEZSOARY FOR THE N

<
| I s TR e

51060

o
JL
0k

[l =

'\'(\”r p,a‘\, irtr‘)—l ,u’, '\_-"- JE‘-F[C[‘:‘

THE ABSOLUTE ESSEUT

(3% D; ‘fﬂjll“\'

H\a

THE AUTUMN

shY WHETHER TOVRECOMMEND. A YIS

THE DEFEMNCE

HGTOI

DELPRTUANTR [ DI18T
NEIVESD

33

T 58 NS ma ) g nne Tan ey
l}.u-za_,? r ‘1;._«’ l ;_-:;.3




