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DISPOSAL OF NEW TOWN ASSETS 


Thank you f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f 28 September about t h e d i s p o s a l o f new 

town a s s e t s i n S c o t l a n d . I am g r a t e f u l f o r t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 

d i s p o s a l s t a r g e t s . 

The f i g u r e o f £1 m i l l i o n w i l l be l o g g e d up a g a i n s t o u r 1979-80 t a r g e t . 

I a c c e p t , f o r t h e r e a s o n s y o u g i v e i n y o u r l e t t e r , t h a t i t w o u l d be 

u n r e a l i s t i c t o e x p e c t more i n t h e c u r r e n t y e a r . However, now t h a t 

t h e programme i s u n d e r way I w o u l d hope we c a n l o o k t o t h e S c o t t i s h 

new towns f o r a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s o u r a g r e e d £500 m i l ­

l i o n t a r g e t f o r 198O-81. I assume we c a n c o u n t on t h e b a l a n c e o f t h e 

£5 m i l l i o n f r o m t h e a s s e t s b e i n g p l a c e d on t h e ma r k e t t h i s y e a r b u t 

t h a t i n a d d i t i o n , i f t h i s i s t h e f i r s t y e a r o f a c o n t i n u i n g programme, 

t h e r e w i l l a l s o be p r o c e e d s f r o m w h a t e v e r d i s p o s a l s i t may p r o v e 

p o s s i b l e t o i n i t i a t e n e x t y e a r . The c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e £500 m i l l i o n 

t a r g e t  i s s t i l l f a r f r o m c l e a r and t h e r e may have t o be f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i 

i n E(DL) a t w h i c h we s h a l l need t o r e s o l v e t h e p r e c i s e f i g u r i n g . 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s l e t t e r as b e f o r e . 


NIGEL LAWSON 





