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'.'ichaa.el
Alexander,

10 '9o- nino Street,
.;'- itehall,
London  S :l..

Dear I ic _-ael,

It was so 'ood to see  *ou a-ain after s,11 these nonths and r-.•ood, too, to
thin'-. has i =llo',,e, to cold =.hora_e with tots . ith a few surestions
for the '-rime •Iinister's :oreech at Bordeaux.

I  think  hot  the  occasion should be viewed as one of the most ',i?'Crtont
that is "et cor`ie her V. i 1o no ..11in toe abmence of _zisc ru
dimini hes oc .sion, because, in a Se one, even the humblest o-:-rortunity

can -e tr<•nSformer into romethin o; u:i=VerEzal ,i-n_`icance b  ciie
no.neboi.' of the rime `inister':S St tore chooses to 1 ndle it. I thin!-

it is our a : e  ,. id  nom  's ence n ccativel'en .nu.. .. I t..  Iw4 - '. 11 ; . I
meant to toil her '

ostter''; in that connection, of a `olish rover' hick

,he may Find in the but which also is confirma ,,ion  of  .oti _ us= _ tore,
ri^' t =tee a-, not to be in .il_rod. The boles say: tfniy cooks ., z'_e offerce.r'

In o.ayca--e the fact t_. she end I would be --lad if ?ou could . Il

her So, '°ill  co  ,.re o e .n  an  Sc nt r e _l.- n  1.,;. ho cm
. ebe  w: istleed - 'rezhnev so  fir:., _et  1Z'Ce c- =:rcel to on CL

tr t 1  di'f f er-nce  in
-,a1-;

of  behaviour  . o ri'in- t _. s

t...'.e O Z^8 _t u.. rime 1ni. 2_  cc  ,Id  .., `e a 1V 'i

for__ on of d_ end .. e et '_nr, :o scs, to she effect: I
am re =m for ill 7, -ou .fen _ o?. zcl1 U_

rr ra the r iant  c, t  ,  c at :nom i
eo li r re i en _. e s s e

r  of us lesser 'ol' -  a,,r" V  r, ram  7_ ,.eei-_,Mr _at
^Z Obe cous2d ere£1 C sta C Urri to -'_V hunch t`_ at it would. be

.bett r not to nOtece is ah 'rice at all. 3ut 1'11 be hat if you disacree.

ghat I `_1o ,..ink ion t i eorte..t, in (D--eone w,
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innocent run. 2'; is is the of the introduction in F rF'hch, lcl -1
is only very, ver r tentr'tive -'i c':-e. tion and ,_'.ich I atto.ch. I -_roiorise

shot it is rather li'-e a screen l:=.y, because in •'ritino it it-  ,,ras  no t
im?^•rt^st thl-.t one tried to '-lave a visual imsse in 'ino of the audience

and e mens at the  audience'  c reactions, .,.hie the  rime  _:1n1 ter  it
find a ,eirful A-ointer. It "ii dtt be too long ..nr7 tirinc to delis^r i n
.res_ch, but it would be m---_rvellou if, in her o'an i,•tay, the =rime ini_ ..ter

could trensl-,te the iron'-, ;i_ich the  French  lone, into the _acl=sh and,

rerhars, only use  some  ̂ 'iot -lions from it in 'rench. -'or in ,ance, I
much lice the r•,ot-!lion from Vill_i_rs e _ _s e: On s'en :ouviendra he
cete risnete," bec'ruse it has a fine 1`rencih melancholy attached to it
in the  '•r r  that the -trench like th-sir it '=rs.

I think that any .°ocd iokes  to season the  - ud.ainr. of the real sreech -,-ich

you could rossiblT- add to follo-.r the hors d' oeuvres in French -:rou _d be a
great heir.  For  in -tance , -;mule'., you agree that the French, if incited to
c ll the rime iinister ,edame :haulier", instead of str'z--r1-, inr -Jicth the
"th" •=-nd coulin ' out pith "1'3C ir" could tide-ron1o't and humanise the

occasion  .:t the start. That is a -'latter of taste and oc a-ion, of c ae,
but I thin-'- handled extertly in T14 -7h she could claim th:et c ie is by
name, as ?ell n - by vocation, in t._e '`cen_truction biz ine s", in the
b-iil dine- and not demolition of rel.atinnshir.s and as a 'Ib-iil_der'' --o o_1 to
her -in theme.

collarsed in 10 O. e , with a fe_'.-i excertioa_s._-eve ev,-r ac`-..no'.dl - . ^.e

in -u.,lic to a of ill over the  - re--.sax  tol,rance of I: it _er, _Ia•- ver,
to:a;-ordr--, 'rn. sided end abett:d s.rh t eras worst in the orer!c%l by
l .setts a ; the in -..lour __O xe-v V%:1 col; a':doration. Cur temso_ ar tolrr'ance
rrov d deadl-' to the French. I believe that once an easy rcl :.ionchir is

t_. listed by a o e'rY,a+: lea thy introdcti. n, I would r or:  all  i.t

called  ':--en 'i^e : Gi-'_lb-rosy - co'r rds  in the "' econ ;'ari d  . ar because

I thin'c I -.,o-,Id not -tention eith-r of the t-.,o -reat wars, rly  no

the ?  ast war. crl o our tro-tbl e --,-h ;nce is due to ,cony  ci cus e ovy
and a  e n e o' Tu1_lt C^_.itt '-I s. :etc is a 1: d of malice to arils .is
because  we so totally c'.tclar'sed _ `?.nce in the Nineteenth century end.

1

ther is no o`: er v--1 d existing r-li;`rion than the faristienits :J1; ich 'still

inferno  the rot ;ic_l, al  end  econo^ic in titutians  of  _  an" Lry tain.
Only ._^_.e e st has its tradi _o a ='•1 .tein sore or __c s intact. ..or for one

minute io.ild sl or.ic communism -urvive if we r allr ,tuck to -,-Jr a

and no f'.ill- relt  f or the  :rime :ini- per 's -' rore an  -hilosocny. ,ft: r
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b e t' er ca. , ustrolia . .e-a P,;_and ,  ao_._thern  --frica. o.. h t-i--
'e te'.  t .is . estprn  an re " arrived  as  o c*f ad.  a te n: tit '_it._ons, a
not e-re l on- d  the  ors  nisatinn  'ort,:y of  toil  anion  of character .t the
foundati )ns  of is  c'?l ture , Ile l l-es _-na is  on the world to  re <i th a
sur-rising tenacitv,rrid refuses to so ay, no , -..tter ._ t c 1=.'nine
over helm. him :.rid w1 r;orrors co-front :•in. fact t by i s to re
o.es eo_.iolls  _.' o''int to  "rnnce and ;l -ro t o rital  n  n n,  o c rn , their
great r-'rtse ro  in '1ror e•  rut for t is oc ca si;n  one of  a r`.nce "-rid

a t-in . c - u if  ti.ev h,_?  of stood fast at certain  criticol  :ao nts in
Lvr`_- •.,-  .  ̀:;e t in  : emrl '. es in the si o tor`r of  the  -,;orl''  .uro"e  d  not
be t:ere .  hero  ,o''l_d I„ro r e be to -.' ay ,  for i it een

for L.oe t h e .Ire :_cn c e ''c of  --roudl  -', e nd the  nr-lisl:  re* 'r  with
or. --titude  _.nd __ctmir -oti-?n v 'L'T-le de France"? It  is  ironic -l and a
raredox,  t1<t alt'- nu 'h o '  a ontinent  - eo.-rarhic in the  evolution
of -_'irore o n hii-tort', - r=once  has  rlayed  as ouch the  role of  =n _ rid s

rit°ln rloyed it as an island of bi ht in  an  acean of ---,rb ,r ism nd
o_Ar'cnegn .  in ',eir r _s"•'ective  the  ru .-ed individualism  a nd osten=-_ble
on: ob<-tin a te differ e nces of characte r  of nor nations  : rise b e-eu e  tier
are both  Y' rOuCt s of  C'lltlire :_-  teilt ailriE'  from a  :1=t0^;i ?` "1.51_;.ndS"  of  r C1 - t

is Nest in  u r -ean man. In a sense ,  of co -irse ,  the  " island of prance``;
111 1To 1 e de r< nce7' ,  comes f_- r st tt *NinA . If  it had not be n  for  t i is
fort re ss of  the  Ttirflrean s rit .i:_icn stood fa:;t wh en the ancient  :ioman
world of -rn-nt law and arder  =ni tranciility cra: -Ibled before ar;)oric
hordes -, nd ert a ive all  thee was best  in the  ancient classic al the

new ^i.-tian  m-n, --urorse "o--ild not  what it is to - Jay.  or  th-:> is
what Trance  --roceded to  Co. This  fortre--s of '. 'I-1e de  Trance' becLi_Ie
the -ottin .o- s ed of a. n°'r -r-o'ww•th of the __u n  ; Tit: the -raft; n of
v ristian -..fi n en he  --.toes o was in the ".'anished an  world
Of 'breeCe rid one .  it  not 3iZl ?104tood c:ntur iS Of attack, it is

doubtful  if _, o  earn ._--n wo-lid :core ,._t  C  is to-dap,  he
ci v ilis-tion and culture  -: ich e -olved  from  th - t -:::orient  a ro-,'_n core,
this c'ri.t  of co o ld r e_ssoi ution in  the °'h •'=iC 1 wa the rit
on ..rich  the  eat of _.'iroDean oi;rili-ation  was  for,-.,e1-1.  I co id

orchestrate  t'-is  . n u eszl_ Jut it i t the _! i'torTr '-o  ow  :r-,U take

for -ra."'ed '-ut  •1  ich  I do of  with  ant of ut n er3 ever to c OC'.e for

-rrnte 6 .  T co-,,l d e:1.-rc-e , W or 1n t-rice ,  on =_e:r, h en the ne r .stun
ar^--e?n - , I.os cot.C11-hied in i- form r 11ch is rocor'-

ni : --1 . e to-Thy ,  and  t  .,:r e
_t  ti ed by she  in- --ion f an alien cultor-

from  :gain, _'rexce a --'-in  - t , cd Tact nit,. saved the •:e._t , rid 3o on an-- on.
bite in-t-.noes .:, cro':w; to one',-, hind are re _'_ v too ----an-- ioaa an occa:-
like r.od:y, but _ sore t.ese few il_lu :tr ions re o-a;;--h to sow r ow

r.

de r1 end -ancient are t'.-,e roots „..-o i-h France of he eat. Inyeed, itis
a miracle, time t, t t t.J i : _o ..1 tih_ t the ,e t i.s gill intact,
because, since t^-. decline and f--'.1 of b osi_n the -_reat _cL::._ia.l
of the -:i story of 1,-e la:_ ee Jt:l_'_t ?-ti (-ro mini- of n_-:ions to

I

re-create substitutes for it like that of the  i0 _L'oman  ::;sir ire Salto
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-it  ?ste  =s 're  av  be  or,  he  --oli - ical scene . I slurs  voa in
our  vt ,,n o rOi?8 , too, the  CorL-on  3_r ; t  is  the on  cant

eri^Ient zn  in  :rode  ,inc  eneissarce . -ere  are  --eorle
`h:at t e  name Corn  .on  t  is :ot  •.zffici °entl -,; - t.. Ali tic -o  e  _ ess

hat it °oundinc  _ _rits  s ad what we should  Te  had  in I  Co _of
thin's so.  The  name  itself  invests t he  is'ort 'nce  of .at each one  of ':: s
does in o''.r ordin-=.r -r  lives ,  our farms ,  in  our  factories ,  offices  and

beho mes i`h  ->reat o '° j ective rurrose . ...a t  we ore  -oin- t:hro': sh in
est '=t the  moment  i,s cot only- -nolicical  c risis can =ed by  e -_ternal

threat, It is a crisis of Benin ~. Human bein e s can endure  n-nyt__in-C~
e _cer.t  s tete of _eanin ;•.Iessness , ' hey can  s uffer, as  your  nistor - end
ours s ow,-w,  the horrors of 'ell ,  provided it is suf f erins  ̀ .rith zr 'o , and
:.eanin •r`.  To  ca-11 .:het  we are  _ e :rtin-- "a com on is to  inve t
e', ervt : in  in  .  is  dreary  ' lace of  the world ,here  w e _.h . e to

h "sle over rrices  _nd goods rd do the v.,.,  we  can for cu.u.roel' e s sod
our bread and -utter, of to  ent'_on 1 .. b ,nc: a -ales ,  -rich  a  e ?ai.n^

a nin: of  the  de ^s  i n c :i . _  is  o'i  day-to-d 'r
in,,  .ru -me_. " of ?  '  jia iI there r t i rit-z-1 fund 'ea entals of  tlle

ee  r f  c r , .  , e  e , re :re o•;.nd  o=ten to find  di acree  :ent in - , I t-
rl =.ce ir' ,ome,  but  let
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0

^end .Pasc; l in `> o,zr- elf been a c cnot?-at so"_rcc of rich :er c to us C 'Vc
v11CIcltIV \vk  to a_'_-,e men see Fife Steadily, -_n the ro'_'nd and tr sn...cenJent '. 1_-.ole. e

stil in ire u: the? do ol_z. o I sub-i-1- th: is new v _sion of
rote. lc'h I h=--e oaa.tlined =o °rie flv and :3i^arii-tical" y, t i s : recess

of cross-rollin- :ion -=end. enrich -r.= nt i ST`itt^ _n end r_ r_ce -ire c oral to
the :ur-1•?-l of trore .  de Five in, rh .rs,  the ravest room n of r ril

for cen. turies, not aer= l- b cease of hysic l :rent to n ticnal int .rrity,
but bec=ause of this subtle collectivist at'- c' on _ faith an?  c r
indivi -'el freedom of -inc a.nd ex--cession. .;o, wont t -t us - e ai.:uayed
by he word .nd .e i sues of  the  ;oartt 1--ce at ewe'  to  iv_te rev _ar

and rerne.mv-r  one  trNt. C.,., ala,eS  an dl., ,  ant an t  213_k e a.^.

this reG•a•.rd, to  base  the l t Ldo'ft to on of t authentic -.,,o -ces of

I'r-nce: It i the ice ol' -aaegne woo  -  7'..ficant' y enough was cal' ed
rancet' him elf _anf I

'-
in'C o c_tole France, and his `words, I ^txote

from e or u--an 0 n111 one no -her of e r wora'` , oere a . i c
would on!_-- sT7o con fer . t ".,e words tr- in- to sav they would
have eabrac one another."

=inih.

I have deliberately chosen i Ct tion from --atole France if not for

the enc'in•- then for -n inclusion •omew:sere in the rime hinister's sre•ech,
bec a:-e I "-ink it comes best fros a woman an. eS -ah' is _es t'Ie essential
Ie:nini it".- C' our 'rime and desolis :e5 ose -•'_".O : C'ai t _ C•"-- e

as hey ;`.o  - l worven o_ ni'i'z U _ese of allrhone- ma-;c ?l inity'`.

Yours ever,

L- siren --  n _:er '-os`.
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Monsieur le i`ja i re ,

On m'a dit qu'aujourd'hui c'est la premiere fois qu'un premier ministre
i

b ritanndgVe prononce un disco  ur s dans  la ville de  Bordeaux . Je suis tree

sensible d' un tel honneur etvous offre mes renerciements lee plus pro-

fonds. Toutefois it me semble un peu surprenant que je suis la premiere j

etant  tonnes  les liens  bien  connus qui joignent votre magnifique ville

ag4apita]t anglaiseet britannique :  liens historiquesque vous connaissez

tons  Iatnsi que lee liens qui se derivent d'un commerce tree anical.L'ecri-

vain polonais ,  Joseph Cdhrad a  d w l . _que  "  London is  the  largest , and 4.

the  greatest city  n t  e world. .  ais ordenax jouit d une distinction

plus grande: son nomtindique un produit nagique  ( silver=, laughter) Ce

pro&uit celebre ineu que le plaisir a l'etre humain  ,  en L'anenant au

sommet du b onheur.  ;j e passe sir lee nuances de cette grande experience
S." ss

dans le domaine des sens,don  ̀ Aes personnesdoi1es  out  temoigne la qualite

incomparable. Je salue tout simplement ,  en tant que chef de gouvernement,

toes  dts lea viticulteurs ,  tons lee oenologues et toes lea marchands de

vin qui  ,  une annee dans l'autre, q• rendent lee banquets intergouverne-

mentaux plus ou moires snppartables .  Its Woos rendent vraiment un tree

,grand service  ( loud laughter and  slight  clapping)

Vona  avez eu la gentillesse ,  there citoyens de  Bordeaux,  de m'invite

a vous parler .  Certes ,  it y a  beaucoup  que nous pourrions tous dire au

sujet de ce monde confus et tournentee  on  nous sommes obliges a nener taut

Bien que mal nos vies quotidiemnes .  On eat  tents  parfois de se faire l'ech

votre Villiers de l'Isle qui, dans le temps ,  a lance ce soupir: " ond
,

s somviendra de ce planets"  ( pause:  th e citizens are now scl

dais en fin de compte it ne nous faint, pas se}ivrer ni as/ desespoir ni aux

premonitions voluptueuses. Il nous faut, nest-ce pas, voir les choses

avec de la hardiesse et a l'oeil froid; et puis travailler dans le calme

pour atteindre lea buts que nous avons choisis.

On a beaucoup  Itarle autrefois du flegme britannique: qualite peut-

etre moires prononcee dans mon pays a l'epoque actuelle u l`au
Et pour cause, parce que nous lea  britanniques,  toujours enclins a nous

felifL*e1fd 'une stabilitite inebranlable ,  nous sommes trouves tout d'un

coup rudement de-stabilises; autrement dit nous experimentons le desarroi.

Mon propre nom , Thatcher, signifie en anglais celui qui co v `g`soeprmai-

sons avec lee toit4de chaume: image un peu rustigN4 je crois, you ̀attache

aux f Iauxquel s je dons faire face .  Wear1mojns je voudrais bien que

mes amis bordelais et frangais me regardent un peu comme Madame Chaumier

parce que j'espere etre constructrice; j'espere avoir 1'honneur d'aider

mom pays a renouveler quelquesuner de sea structures ', pour qu'il puiase

r`gagner son efficacite dans la communaute mondiale. De toute fawn

7 Chaumier eat nettement plys facile a prononcer . ( Lour lsu 3ter) Les

vraies renassances ne se passent pas du jour au lendemain, comme vous
'..

ran*
C

le savez b ierL a suis tree consciente de l'etendue et de la lourdeur

des ta4,es  qui confrootent  mon gouvernement et mon pays.

Je n'ai malheureusement pas en  lCbonheur de bien connaitre la France

pendant toute ma vie personelle ou politique par la suite de multiples
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oyages  et contactes. Mais cela n n'a nullement  empechet de m'interesse

au destin francais,ni de readre compte de 1'immense  menaissance fran-

a lieu de u.$ trente ana; et que chaque britannique reconnait
1 s Ae

caise

Z:Pe'
A

d unetree Claire. Le phenonene  du redressement  francais est

aussi . definitif que celui de l'Alleaagne Federale ou bien du Japon.

1 me ar it,  em  1p lus im  regionant. Car en France certaines faib

et insuffisancescontete tout simplement elimines. La France a deja

renouvele ses structures I de sorte qu'elle peut maintent sa.ttribuer

dej grandee conquetes dans tous lee domaines de la vie economique et

sociale; (  pease);  et cela  sans  avoir en aucune maniere sacrificie son

caractere foncier qui exprime , comme  auparavant,  un humanisme tree

differencie.( ere shy,->.1 e err _ ;, now) A

Je n'ai pas b esoin, de ma part, de soulignerA' influence mondiale

de vos  analyses  ironiques ( pour prendre un e& emple parmi tant d'aeT

Eller  son  effectivement invitees avec beaucoup de talent par quelques,

satiriques londoniens. qui font b e4ucoup de peine au Tout Londres, y

coapris ses personnages politiques. C'est un signe  sane  doute que la

Reine Victoria a trouve son repos final et que lee  britanniques  sont

preta a commenter plus aprement la comedie humaine. (IA,jI1h r
Vous me direz, mes chers Notes, qu'il est grand  temps  que je fass

allusion auX actualites  brulantes:  a L'Affairee des moutons que sous

destimons a vos tables; a 1'Affaire deLLa Puke ; a l'Affaire  des Pommel

Doreee  Bites Delicieuses; et aux autres  g em&ee  questions k  la Haute

Politique qui :touchent  a nos  deuce pays. CIMArtu  ft 'r  K•,GiKr .0
-fe4:1 11.


