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PRIME MINISTER 

ENTERPRISE ZONES 

I n my minu te o f ^2>^September, I p roposed t o c i r c u l a t e 
t o c o l l e a g u e s the d r a f t o f a s t a t e m e n t i n v e r y g e n e r a l 
te rms on E n t e r p r i s e Zones t o be made a t t he P a r t y Confe rence . 
You doubted whe the r i  t w o u l d be p o s s i b l e t o do t h i s b e f o r e 
t he concept o f E n t e r p r i s e Zones had been d i s c u s s e d i n 
E Commit tee . I t r u s t t he m e e t i n g o f E Committee on 
23 October w i l  l g i v e us an o p p o r t u n i t y t o c o n s i d e r t he 
concept i t s e l f , and , i f i t i s a c c e p t e d , t o dec ide on the 
n e x t s teps t o be t a k e n . I s h a l l s h o r t l y be c i r c u l a t i n g 
a pape r . 

2 . Pe t e r Walker w r o t e t o me on 26 September s u g g e s t i n g 
t h a t we s h o u l d t r y t o a v o i d g r e e n - f i e l d s i t e s s u i t a b l e f o r 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p u r p o s e s . I have sympathy w i t h h i s p o i n t o f 
v i e w . I o r i g i n a l l y p roposed E n t e r p r i s e Zones as a means 
o f ove rcoming u rban d e r e l i c t i o n . But I t ake the p o i n t i n 
Tom K i n g ' s m i n u t e t o you o f 3 October about t h e advantages 
o f g r e e n - f i e l d s i t e s i n te rms o f s a v i n g p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e 
on r e c l a m a t i o n o r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . I wou ld suggest t o 
c o l l e a g u e s t h a t we t r y h a r d t o f i n d s i t e s w i t h i n u rban 
areas w h i c h wou ld o f f e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a s i g n i f i c a n t 
amount o f development w i t h i n a r e a s o n a b l e t i m e t a b l e and 
a t r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l  e cos t t o the p u b l i c s e c t o r . I a g r e e , 
however , t h a t we s h o u l d no t a t t h i s s tage r u l e ou t o f 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f s e l e c t i n g some l o c a t i o n s 
w h i c h c o u l d be e a s i e r t o d e v e l o p . T h i s i s , however , a 
p o i n t w h i c h we can d i s c u s s i n E Commit tee . 
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3 . I am co p y i n g t h i s minute t o members o f E Committee, 
the S e c r e t a r i e s o f S t a t e f o r S c o t l a n d , Wales and N o r t h e r n 
I r e l a n d , t h e M i n i s t e r o f T r a n s p o r t and S i r John Hunt. 

[G.H.] 

October 1979 


[Approved by the C h a n c e l l o r o f the Exchequer 

and signed i n h i s absence] 
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