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. TIE ARGENTINZ WIuIT%RI THREAT TO FF FAIKIANDS

althouch mozt recent nrventln° statements have dls—{-—
Cﬁ*nved the use of force there has also been’ an”increase © .,
iz hard line articles in the Argentine- press on the subJect
of the Falkland Islands.. (I enclose for DI 4 f‘coples of ¢
w0 examples by Iglesias Rouco-in "La Prensa : ‘
rost has already'sent@to

-

<. The notable feature in most of thesel .the mentlcn
of the use of mllltary force as a_natural’ ‘follow~on from?®
eny breakdown .in the current nezotiat¥onss - -While the=- -,
Government does not-itself dictate what we Tead; it ‘would -
be easy enough for it ~ or-any of its members = to- 1nsp1rf
sentlmento o this kind on a discreet basis’inmorder:to:
see vhat reactions they provoke’ (and not. surprlslngly *o
date no criticism has been voiced):. and “those I have. tal?ed
to in the Military recently stress ‘that this year ls_an””"
important one 1ndeed for Anglo argentlne relatlons.-

_,y. -

M

Z. Putting the worst possible 1nterpretatlon on th! bs“-
this could mean an Army President, who has already

demonstrated his lack of patience when frustrated over-.
such issues (Chilean frontier closure April 1981) giving
orders to the military to solve the Malvinas problem once
and for all in the latter half of this year, and"in so r’
doing aiming to sSecure at least one invitingly’ eecy look;ng

point dt a time when it may quite possibly seem. most;:~

[ 'LJ'Y\h

attractive to him to do somethlng nonular.

4. ¥ollowing my recent private visit to the Islands, we .
have been giving this problem some thought here and feel
it would be useful to record what the military“options. :

ni=ht be, anc to look briefly at the intelligence oroblems'
thev pose. his paper does not address 1tself o DOL. G
af*te551ve measnres ) T T -

{



5 likely = =
tl T y vy. TYossibilities for action by o
them are legion, but mizant include for example, - ° " .7 o

i.  the establishment of a’.Naval “research-
station" on an outlying island, - . -=:

-

the helicopter landing of marines on one.
of the islands for a 24-hour exercise Lo
coupled perhaps with low level overflights = ¢
of Fort Stanley, or L. LTh ST
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iii. the denial of access to Sppplj_shgp%{Fi;pf

Such measures would be designed to demonstrate to the =
Islanders how the Argentine claim to-sovereignty could be-
backed by strength whilst our own forces could’ guarantee:.
ro erfective protection. Successfully carried-out they i
would not result in bloodshed, would therefore.be unlike
to be condemned too harshly by others and ‘would helg tpt=
convince the United Kingdom of both the”SQ:iqusness-ggﬁﬁgA'
urgency of the problem. - The Navy moreover woéuld be iz
politically keen to flex their muscles in an area they
regard as their own and these sort of, pranks would not
need the support of either of the other:Services - an

actractive feature when the practice.of F6int
is not the norm. ‘They-would not moreover be.
ent on good weather. : .= - T 0w :

Py

"Invasion®

€. The new danger is perhaps that the rgentines might:
in days to come no longer believe a negotiated ‘settlement:
of any sort to he possible, and therefore a-military+plan - A
désigned to prod Britain into>talkingfmore'seribusly}%inﬁfi'M
however changed an atmosphere) might at that point seem to
nem outdated, 4 straight seizure of the' Islards is-ap: '3«
obvious alternative. o T ERSLTEGSET - ST g

- .- - ¢

7.  Although Navy and Marines could of ‘coursé still be. ; 17l
used in any number of ways to land a force and “take Port L., -
Stenley, surprise could not be assured and . the possidbility.. -
would exist of quite nmumerous casualties being- suffered by . - --°
both sides. This consideratior might ‘be’overriding and = : .-
czuse them to think instead (or additionally) of airborne -
delivery of a smaller specialist force at Port Stanley - <3
followed by air or seaz landing of marires.’ One has to - . .=
rezember that the military coup is a fairly well practised

. € ac

- . A




2Tt 1ere in srgentine and it is also a fact that the Army

ctudy and admire couv de mein operztions of all sorts.: Of . - -
course zuch a plan would carry high risks but the follow-on e g
force would be available for early cormittal if things. went. -
w;ﬂong. ’ . ) : . '.E- . :: ' -'1'_'-‘* :."_:\‘5 [ '.T.:‘A,._: R ; st
8. The obvious first task in such an assault would be’ the . - - TT
neutralisation of NP 8901's ca ability to react (destruction - = - 5
ol arms, telephones, vehicles?), the capture of gcvernmentj~.'-~?5rw#;;

’
o

communications facilities, seizure of the FIDF armoury: mext- -
wald come. the securing of air field and jetties. The capture - - SE
o Governor and key personnel would follow Argentinesz’ - L T S4

- o e L N - >4

military replacements would move inm.__ .
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Our 2lly in this scenario is the ‘Falkland Island
ther with its capability for rapid and unforecast - =i T T
.5es particularly in cloud base and wind:speed. Although "~ rn
chute operations should not be ruled-out, ‘once the décision
taken, troops would have to Dbe prepared 10 spend-several:
s waiting for good:conditions, preferably as close té.the
ands as possible to reduce .the possibility of stidlhaving
to abort on account of changed conditiors after launche O£
course accurate and timely intelligence”from Port Stanley™ .-
itsel{ to the mzinland presents no problem to”the Argentines
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our own -ability to give early warning® would.depend upop any:
coverage of airfield activity in Cérdoba,:home: of the 431>
borne brigade, -and posgsibly Rio GallégOs;”nearesg»figl&agg
the Islands. With present arrangements we could not’ [
realistically hope to.get any information.at-d11. Othérwise:
any warning would depend. on NP 8901's ability fo watgh bhe
western approaches to the Islands particylarly-during fiest
1light on days when conditions:were judged-good..= . 3 o0

10. & further conclusion which the Argentines might “have 7.
drawn 1s that the clandestine delivery of ‘an ‘assault. party,
05sibly in plair clothes and with weapons concealed on. -7
ir persons, could be = simpler (and cheaper) alternative. -

asiest way for the group to arrive would be piecemeal ... -
by week by the scheduled LADE F 28 under-the guise of = =
1sts or technical personnel 6r by special flight made~" .+ .°
T different cover.(eg in one of the Argentine 4Air Force .~
Os which occasionally make frei ht deliveries). :‘Their
=pproach to the primary objectives (paragraph-8 above) could
then be made at their convenience any time after arrival;:-:
The orly intelligence :which could be gained that suchTan¥: " :
attempt was being undertaken would be through the Port: Btanley T Uk
airport Immigration authorities' records’ of Argentines: L
arriving in the Colony. : Lo nods o
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T a2 3uenos aires perspective then the following
conclusions czn be drawn:

3

-

a. it would be dlf;lcul+ to see any operotlon ‘o
mounted at the present stage or in the future -
which did not involve the Navy - and very '
prooably the lMarines; .

b. an airborne or clandestinely-mounted coup de

nain attempt against Port Stanley would have

eiinite app ezl to a force plzanning the celzure
of the Islnnds~ _ _ . B SPL

-

c. special arrangements could enhance our chance-
of providing early warning from Argentina,. but:’
at present we could not reallstlcaWIy expect."~:
to be able to detect any moves,- - ST

- -

d. important dividends can be gained by conetant.f‘
vigilance in the Colony itself and over its _
su“roundlnc waters, as the knowlcdbe that = -
surprise would be hard to obtain is in 1tself7
a deterrent to a potential enemy almlnv for
an easy and clean win. _ hﬂﬁ

12. I epologise if on the basis of an all too short nrlvate
visit I might have worked with incomplete knowledge on: i

territory which is theoretically outside my area of concern -7

(un, possibly arriving at conclusions contrary to official-
views to which I am not privy). However, I am Sure -that as .

the dlplomatlc exchanges reach the crunch- point, we, the K -

¥ntelligence machine, snould be clearing our minds as -far

&s 1is pocclble on what realistically the military threat-
connrises (2t the came time considering how we .could keep.
ourselves better informed upon it) - and the forces hthh pose
Thic threat sre very deflnluely of my concern. :

'2>. We should be glad to hear any Corm cments whlcn you mlcht
all of this
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cciy/ DI 4 Stephen Iove (Colonel)
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