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1, TEXT 1S AS FOLLOWS 3
DZAR MALCOLM,

AS YOU KNOW, | FOUND OUR DISCUSSIONS IN CANBERRA ABOUT RHODESIA |

PARTICULARLY VALUABLE, THANK YOU FOR KEFPING CLOSELY IN TOUCH SINCE -
THEN THROUGH ANDREW PEACOCK, : ieid

PETER CARRINGTON TALKED TO ANDREW PEACOCK ON 24 JULY ABOUT TdE
BEST WAY TO HANDLE THIS QUESTION AT LUSAKA AND ! THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE
USEFUL |F | BROUGHT YOU UP TO DATE WITH OUR THINKING BEFORE YCU SEE - .
GZNERAL OBASANJO, | SHALL OF GOURSE BE INTERESTED IN AHYTH%NG YOU
CAN TELL US ABOUT HIS PRESENT VIEWS ON RHODESI A,

WE SHALL DO ALL WE CAN TO EXPLAIN OUR APPRCACH ON RHOD“SIA

FRANKLY TO THE COMMONWEALTH AT LUSAKA, AND TO GAIN THEIR UNDERSTAND

~{NG, WE SHALL SHCW THAT WE WISH TO DEAL WITH THE UNDERSTANDABLE L
CONCERNS OF THE COMMONWEALTH, WE SHALL CONTINUE TO EMPHASISE THAT IT
I3 IMPORTANT FOR RHODESIA THAT ANY SETTLEMENT SHOULD BE ACCEPTED
INTERNATIONALLY, AND THAT WE ARE SEEKING TO INVOLVE THE PATRIOTIC
FRONT. AT_THE SAME TIME, | AM CONVINCED IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO
L=T THE COMMONWEALTH MEETING DEVELCP INTO A NEGOTIATING FORUM ABOUT .
THE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS FOR A SETTLEMENT, THIS WOULD MAKE 1T MUCH
MORE DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE A FAIR AND GENERALLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION,
IT MUST BE FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM TO TAKE THE LEAD WHILE DEMOKSTRAT 4
~ING TO ALL CONCERNED THAT WE ARE GENUINtLY TAK!NG hccoumT OP TH;!P 8
VIEWS, ' - ' B
i I _SET OUT OUR GEN:RAL APPROACH N MY SPEECH PN THE HOU E OF
OMMONS ON 25 JULY. ‘| STRESSED THAT WE WISHED TO HELP THOSE WHO
ACCEPTED DEMOCRATIC AND PEACEFUL WAYS OF RESOLVING THE PROBLEM:
THAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE GUIDED BY THE SIX PRINCIPLESs THAT WE
WZRE WHOLLY COMMITTED TO GENUINE BLACK MAJORITY RULE IN RHODESIAg
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AND THAT WE WOULD AIM TO MAKE OUR PROPOSALS COMPARABLE TO THE BASiS
ON WHiCH INDEPENDENCE WAS GRANTED TO OTHER FORMER BRITISH TERRITOR
~]ES IN AFRICA, SOME OF CUR COMMONWEALTH PARTMNERS,
NiGERIA, HAVE SAID THAT THEY WiLL ACCEPT ANY GOVERNMENT IN SALISBURY
WHICH HAS A PROPER DEMOCRATIC AND CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS, AND THAT .
WA?S ADMINISTRATION 1S THAT THEY
D) NOT CONSIDER IT TO HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED {N A FULLY DEMOCRATIC
MANNER, THOUGH THE CUTCOME OF THE OAU SUMMIT AT MONROVIA 1S
| HOPE THAT THESE GOVERNMENTS WILL ACCEPT THAT OUR
- INTENTION TO ACHIEVE A DEMOCRATIC AND CONSTITUTIONAL SETTLEMENT IS
RIGHT: AND WILL SEE THE STRENGTH OF OUR ARGUME
SO FAR SCUGHT TO BRING MAJOR|TY RULE BY FORCE SHOULD NOW PART!C!PATE
MOCRATIC AND CONSTITUTION {AL PROCESS,

| HOPE YOU WILL EMPHASISE TO GENERAL OBASANJO THAT TH’ BRITYSH
GOVERNMENT ARE NOT GOING TO LUSAKA WITH THEIR MINDS MADE UP ON THE
| HAVE DESCRIBED IN MY SPEECH THE
PRINCIPLES BY WHICH WE SKALL BEZ GUIDED, BUT WE HAVE DELIBERATELY -
REFRAINED FROM PUTTING FORWARD SPECiFIC PROPOSALS UNTIL WE HAVE
HAD A CHANCE TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE DISCUSSIONS AT LUSAKA,

| VERY MUCH LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE AND TO HAV!NG AN

THEIR O,

D{ SCOURAGING,

IN A DE

PRECISE TERMS OF A SETTLEMENT,

EARLY TALK.

WITH BEST WISHES,

CARRINGTON
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 MARGARET THATCHER.
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