Wesdard S0

CONFIDENTIA

KB/1356/1

Public Opinion Background Note 136

(produced 24th October 1982)

Introduction
We have had three national opinion polls in the last week - all of which have
found a substantial Conservative lead over the other parties. Details are given

below:-

Gallup* MORI NOP

(conducted (conducted (conducted

13/18 Oct) 7/12 Oct) 19/20 Oct)

% % %

Conservative 43.0
Labour 3150

Liberal 9.0 "
Social Democrat 13.5, P ¥

Others 355

* Private unpublished 'tracking' study.

The three polls have been conducted across the period 7th to 20th October and show
very little change in the fortunes of any of the main parties. Conservative
support has varied from 42% to 45%, Labour support from 31% to 33% and Alliance
support from 21% to 23%.

The present situation can be compared with the results of surveys taken at the time
of the Falklands Crisis which found almost 50% of the electorate claiming they
would vote Conservative.

If we examine the results of our 'tracking' tudy in recent weeks (trendsshown in
table on next page) we find that Conservative support since the end of August has
varied between 40% and 44%, Labour support between 28%% and 33%, Liberal support

between 8% and 13%% and Social Democrat support between 13%% and 17%. In no case
is a clear upward or downward trend shown.
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GOVERNMENT RECORD

Approve

9
%

»h W

NN
()]

m

[ASIAS BN \S BN IS )
B O

N

NN

2
3
4
9
8
29
32
34
4
0

A A B W

B A O A
=100 O OO Wi

m

W
- p

(03]

B ww
o

O

(oY)
(09]

Don't Know

(O30 I}
[ASIRG IS

DU OO OO

[6)}
ONNOOWOWOMWoHm o W N

aragr o O
n

BB BHDN
N Ol

w w

~
OOk NnOo

Bl DhWOWHAW
NW = O+~ O

~
W

B
m

S

w

ul
n

~
m

I
(o]

W0

[

NECIO]]
o Ity

I
(03]

o/
/9

= b

HWWworHWwWwIv N

i el

S E b b e e s

PNDW N HEDWINDNDNDOONDWENND DWW N

[l e i e

(R
m

U TR VR O
AN

=t
[

[ S S S
[CVIY N w W N

b
6N




— OO,
Al ANy

belo:

1

found almo

.dy
table

-
9294

s
the

3

'tracking'
shown

ST

+
|

Our 1la

20/25 January




KB/136/5

4 Published Polls

a) Central TV

A Central TV poll conducted in Northfield found a small Conservative lead over
Labour. It is not clear what techniques had been used to conduct the survey
and the results must be viewed with caution.

b) MORI (Evenigg,Standard 19th Oct 1982)

In addition to the voting intention question considered above the MORI poll in the
Evening Standard (conducted 7/12 Oct) included a number of other questions.

In terms of the most important issues they found the electorate mentioning the
following:-

Unemployment

Prices

Defence/foreign affairs
Law and order

Health Service

Trade Unions

c) NOP (Observer 24th Oct 1982)

The Observer on 24th October included details of a NOP poll conducted on 19th and
20th October. 1In addition to the voting intention question considered above the
survey found a clear majority of the electorate wanted to cancel Trident (32% wanted
to buy it). It found 47% wanted U.S. nuclear bases closed - 39% wanted them left.

46% wanted no further de-nationalization and 42% wanted more de-nationalization.
More than half (52%) think the Government should recommend voluntary guidelines for

wage increases; 25% wanted a statutory incomes policy and 16% did not think the
Government should attempt to control pay at all.




