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Speech by Mr. P o w e l l 


I e n c l o s e a copy o f t h e s p e e c h w h i c h 

Mr. P o w e l l i n t e n d s t o ^.ive tomorrow e v e n i n g 

and about w h i c h we have spoken on t h e t e l e p h o n e . 


You w i l l no doubt w i s h t o p r e p a r e a l i n e 

t o t a k e i n r e s p o n s e t o Sir. P o w e l l ' s s p e e c h 

once i  t has been d e l i v e r e d . I do not t h i n k 

t h e r e can be any q u e s t i o n o f t r y i n g t o 

d i s s u a d e Mr. P o w e l l from making i t . But 

i f you a g r e e w i t h me t h a t t h e a l l e g a t i o n s 

i n Mr. P o w e l l ' s s p e e c h a r e e n t i r e l y w i t h o u t 

f o u n d a t i o n , i  t might be worth s u g g e s t i n g t o 

the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t Mr. Gow s h o u l d 

t e l e p h o n e Mr. P o w e l l and t e l l him t h a t t h i s 

i s t h e c a s e . 


MO'DBA 


Roy H a r r i n g t o n , E s q . , 

N o r t h e r n I r f t * a n d O f f i c e . 
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Branch of the South Down U n i o n i s t A s s o c i a t i o n a t the Carnew 

Orange H a l l , Banbridge, Co. Down, a t 8 p.m. F r i d a y 23 Nov. '79 


I n p o l i t i c s t h e r e are times f o r p r i v a t e advice and times f o r 

p u b l i c advice. '.Thich i s which, l i k e e v e r y t h i n g else i n p o l i t i c s , 

i n a matter of judgment. I t i s my judgment t h a t a t t h i s moment 

I might, w i t h o u t r i s k o f doing harm and some chance of doing 

good, send an open l e t t e r t o the Prime M i n i s t e r . From what 

address could i t be b e t t e r sent than from t h i s place i n my own 

U l s t e r constituency? 


What I have t o say t o her i s t o some e x t e n t prompted by my 

duty t o my c o n s t i t u e n t s ( a l l of them) and t o t h i s province (the 

whole of i t ) . But even more i s a t i s s u e ; f o r no n a t i o n a l 

i n t e r e s t would be served i f the Prime M i n i s t e r , who i s i n some 

sense the n a t i o n ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r the time b e i n g , were t o be 

p e r s o n a l l y committed t o a. course o f a c t i o n which was based upon 

misapprehension and which might, i n the outcome, cast doubt upon 

her candour. 


When Mrs. Thatcher became Prime M i n i s t e r , her general p o l i c y 

towards Northern I r e l a n d had been f i r m l y s t a t e d . She was 

committed t o the maintenance of the p a r l i a m e n t a r y Union of 

Great B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d , and had undertaken t o t r y t o 

remedy the p r i n c i p a l d i s a b i l i t y under which t h i s p rovince 

labours as compared w i t h the r e s t of the n a t i o n , namely, the 

v i r t u a l absence of l o c a l government, though the Conservative 

P a r t y was not committed as t o the exact way i n which t h a t l a c k 

might best be made good. She had au t h o r i s e d her spokesmen t o 

i n f o r m the previous l e a d e r of the U l s t e r U n i o n i s t P a r t y , Mr. 

West, t h a t , whatever view might be taken of a devolved p a r l i a ­

ment and government - a "Stormont", t o use the shorthand ex-., 

p r e s s i o n - such a development was not envisaged d u r i n g 

the l i f e t i m e o f the present p a r l i a m e n t . I t was i n accordance 

w i t h t h i s p o s i t i o n of the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t the new Secretary o 

State proceeded i n a commendably q u i e t and u n o s t e n t a t i o u s f a s h i o n 

t o acquaint h i m s e l f w i t h the province and move towards implementa 

t i o n o f the Party's manifesto. 


A l l t h i s was changed three weeks ago. To the s t u p e f a c t i o n of 

the House of Commons, the Secretary o f State suddenly announced a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l conference a t which the Government would seek 

agreement, i f a t t a i n a b l e , upon one o f a range of o p t i o n s i n c l u d i n 




f j ^  l l e g i s l a t i v e and execu t i v e d e v o l u t i o n , w i t h the sole e x c e p t i o n 
s e c u r i t y . Th6 Northern I r e l a n d O f f i c e was as much taken aback by 
the sudden change E S was the House o f Commons, which could h a r d l y 
c r e d i t t h a t the Secretary o f State had not breathed a word o f h i s 
i n t e n t i o n t o the p a r t y leaders w i t h whom he had been i n c o n s u l t a t i o r 
a day or two b e f o r e . I  t was soon rumoured t h a t the Prime M i n i s t e r 
p e r s o n a l l y had g i v e n the o r d e r s , as i  t was a l s o rumoured t h a t she 
p e r s o n a l l y had prompted the deferment of the p u b l i c a t i o n of the 
Boundary Commission's d r a f t proposals f o r U l s t e r ' s a d d i t i o n a l f i v e 
or s i x seats i n Parliament. The subsequent steps were pushed ahead 
a t breakneck speed so t h a t the conference could begin i t s work 
e a r l y i n December; and i n a unique i n t e r v i e w g i v e n t o the Hew York 
Times the Prime M i n i s t e r announced t h a t , i n d e f a u l t o f agreement, 
her government would "impose" c o n s t i t u t i o n a l changes on N o r t h e r n 
I r e l a n d , though t h a t was not easy t o r e c o n c i l e v / i t h t he Sovernment's 
professed n e u t r a l i t y as between the v a r i o u s 'bptions". 

One t h i n g i s c e r t a i n . I f Prime M i n i s t e r Lynch had g i v e n 

i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r a l l t h i s , i t could not have been more c l o s e l y i n 

accordance w i t h h i s wishes. I n rece n t weeks he has been heard spy­

i n g on both sides of the A t l a n t i c t h a t he was not l o o k i n g f o r 

B r i t a i n ' s immediate w i t h d r a w a l from U l s t e r but wanted i n s t e a d t o 

see a f u l l y devolved government here as the f i r s t s t e p t o what the 

I r i s h N a t i o n a l i s t c a l l s " r e - u n i f i c a t i o n " , but v/ i t h B r i t i s h t r o o p s 

responsible f o r s e c u r i t y i n the meantime. I n t h i s stance, which wa, 

h a i l e d as "moderate", he asked the American government t o w i t h h o l d 

support from the I.R.A., was promised American money i  f agreement 

could be reached i n U l s t e r , and i n c a u t i o u s l y l e t f a l l some words 

about h e l i c o p t e r s on the Border which got him i n t o h o t water. The 

D a i l y Express had the f l a v o u r e x a c t l y , i  f u n w i t t i n g l y , r i g h t when a 

few days ago i  t concluded a leader favourable t o Mr Lynch w i t h the 

sentence: "Mrs Thatcher can s t r e n g t h e n Mr Lynch's hand a t t h i s t i r t i 

by r e i n f o r c i n g her proposed i n i t i a t i v e on N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d " . 
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I w i l l o n l y say t h i s . I f a personal d e a l had been made 

between Mr Lynch and the Prime M i n i s t e r whereby she would do her 

best t o f u l f i  l the Taoiseach's p o l i t i c a l demands i n r e t u r n f o r un­

s p e c i f i e d "assistance on h i 3 p a r t i n d e a l i n g w i t h the I.R.A., the 

U.S.A., the E . E . C . or who knows what, not a s i n g l e t h i n g t h a t has 

happened - from the apparent gaucherie of the S e c r e t a r y of State t o 

the e m o t i o n a l l y charged involvement of the Prime M i n i s t e r h e r s e l f ­
would have needed to be d i f f e r e n t . I t i s a g a i n s t t h a t background 

t h a t I t o n i g h t address the f o l l o w i n g open l e t t e r t o the Prime 

M i n i s t e r . 


"Dear Margaret, 

I am v e n t u r i n g , as a s e n i o r P r i v y C o u n c i l l o r and 


one who has concerned h i m s e l f deeply w i t h the a f f a i r s o f 

U l s t e r f o r the l a s t t e n years, t o o f f e r c e r t a i n advice.

do so i n the b e l i e f t h a t you and I share the same devo­

t i o n to the Union, the same sense of n a t i o n a l honour and 

- i n our d i f f e r i n g s i t u a t i o n s - the same d e d i c a t i o n t o 

the s a f e t y and w e l l - b e i n g of our f e l l o w - s u b j e c t s . 


What I have t o say i s t h a t any deal or agreement w i t h 

the government of the I r i s h Republic, whereby t h a t government 

wouldsomeHow a s s i s t B r i t a i n i n r e t u r n f o r p o l i t i c a l con­

cessions i n U l s t e r , would be the road t o d i s a s t e r . Quite 

a p a r t from your own a s s e r t i o n , which I support, t h a t the 

i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of any p a r t of the United Kingdom are the 

e x c l u s i v e concern of the U.K. alone, t h e r e are two f a c t s which 

i  t i s tfital t o understand. 


One f a c t i s t h i s . Whatever h i s own i n c l i n a t i o n s , Mr 

Lynch cannot d e l i v e r . No government of the Republic can be 

seen t o be e f f e c t u a l l y a s s i s t i n g the s e c u r i t y f o r c e s i n 

U l s t e r against the I.E.A. and s u r v i v e p o l i t i c a l l y . That i s 

the r e a l i t y about the Republic. I make no complaint and no 


moral judgment. I only say: i  t i s an unchanging f a c t of the 

s i t u a t i o n . " " 


 I 
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The second f a c t i s t h a t our Roman C a t h o l i c f e l l o w ­
c i t i z e n s i n U l s t e r can only be safe when the permanence 

of the p a r l i a m e n t a r y Union i s placed beyond a l l reasonable 

doubt, because only t h a t can deprive the I.R.A. of the pov/er 

to t e r r o r i s e and b l a c k m a i l them. I  f Her Majesty's Government 

i s - I do not say perceived, but even misunderstood - t o be 

B e e k i n g c o n s t i t u t i o n a l arrangements which the Taoiseach 

could regard as the f i r s t step t o " r e - u n i f i c a t i o n " , the con­

sequence w i l  l be an immense encouragement t o the I.R.A. and 

the loss o f many more l i v e s than would otherwise have been 

claimed. 


Please do not t h i n k t h a t I underestimate the pressures 
upon you from those a t home and abroad - i n the Republic, 
on the C o n t i n e n t , i n America and i n the F o r e i g n O f f i c e - who, 
even i  f they are w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d , do not understand these 
r e a l i t i e s . But they are pressures which have t o be w i t h s t o o d 
f o r the sake of those who can o n l y l o o k t o you. The idea Hiat 

t e r r o r i s m i n U l s t e r can be bought o f f or counteracted by 
1
\. . . " •  " ' — i i — - — — i • ———­

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l changes o f any k i n d i s a n a t u r a l but dangerous 

delaaion. The men of v i o l e n c e w i l  l i n t e r p r e t every move 

made under t h a t impression as evidence t h a t they are bound 

to win and are a l r e a d y w i n n i n g ; and the p o p u l a t i o n a t l a r g e 

w i l l be rendered c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y more v u l n e r a b l e and d i s ­

heartened . 


I have t o warn you solemnly t h a t , i  f Her Majesty's 

Government were now t o throw the a f f a i r s of U l s t e r back i n t o 

the m e l t i n g pot o f the dark era 1972 t o 1975, i  t would i n c u r 

a needless and f e a r f u l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 


Yours ever, . 

Enoch." 



