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I now enclose a copy of the statement which my Secretary of State
will make in the House of Commons at 11l am tomorrow. I also enclose
a copy of the text which will be given to the prisoners tomorrow
morning. Copies of the latter will be in the prison later tonight,
ready for distribution. Arrangements to record my Secretary of
State's television broadcast are in hand: we hope to make the

recording tonight.

A copy of both documents needs to be made available to the Irish
Government tomorrow morning. For that purpose I am sending a

copy of this letter and enclosures direct to Mike Newington in the
Foreign Office, and would be grateful if he could arrange for the
enclosures to be sent immediately to the Ambassador. We should

like him to make arrangements to hand the text of the Commons state-
ment and the note entitled "What will happen when the protests end"
to the Irish Govermment. In order that other action which is in
hand may have an opportunity to take its course and result in
messages to the Irish Government, it would be ideal for the documents
to be given to the Irish Government rather later than 9.3%0 am (when
I understand the Ambassador has a provisional appointment).

I know that you had it in mind to warn Dermot Nally that this material
is on its way. You will no doubt emphasise that it is already a
definitive text, and is not subject to amendment. You should not
hint at the other action which is in hand (though it would obviously
be useful to know if Nally has received any messages) because the
Irish should certainly not know of it.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Paul Lever (as well as to
Mike Newington) and to David Wright.
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@ STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND MS
THE SITUATION IN NORTHERN IRELAND'S PRISONS

Mr Speaker, I will with permission make a statement about the positior

in Northern Ireland prisons.

The seven Republican prisoners, who were in the ngﬂ day of their
Wy

hunger strik%?yesterdayﬂPeghn to take food. This includes the one

prisoner who had been moved to Musgrave Park Hospital in view of his

grave condition. In addition I can confirm that every prisoner at

the Maze took breakfast this morning.

This is most welcome news. The hunger strike could not achieve its
i obJect, and it is encouraging that the influence of all those who

sought to persuade the prisoners of that fact was finally effective.

I sincerely nhope that the same conclusion will be drawn by all
prisoners, men and women, who have been protesting in the cause of

political status, including the three remaining hungerﬁstrikers_at
Armagh,

bt (e pill Suggefoy [ Howac, g
Aﬁ-th&*ﬁﬂﬂﬁ?‘knaus the Government has made it clear all along that

1t was not prepared to.grant political status. The European Commissio:

of Human Rights considered the case for political status made to it

by the protesters, and rejected it. They asked the Government to

review. We responded positively to that request with the changes in

Fpeatsd
the spring and summer which I set—forth-in my statement of 4 December,

That remains in evef§ particular the Government's position.

Yesterday I sent into the Maze and Armagh prisonf{a summary based on

the Government's statement of 4 December which set out what will Nappern




when the protests end. A copy of that summary, which I shall be
repeating in a broadcast to the people of Northern Ireland later
:ttoday, has been given to every protesting prisoner. 1 will

arrange for the text to be printed in the Official Report.

The Government earnestly hope§that the knowledge of what will happen

when the protests end will lead all the priséners concérned)to stop

protests e
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3 ’ (WHAT - WILL HAPPEN WHEN THE PROTESTS END
;;j;‘4f On the fQur&1of December the Government set out clearly what-is
1 available to all prisoners in Northern Ireland prisons.

j .

;

2. We hoﬁed that this would bring an end to the protests. Two z=ore

weeks have passed. The protests continue. Those on hunger

strike are two weeks nearer death.

3.Their1demand for political status 1s not going to be grantec.
The Europeancammission-of Human Rights has considered the case
made to it by the protesters for political status; anG heas rejected
1T, 'TheiCommission askéd the Government to keep the humanitarian
¢ aspects of the prison regime under continuing review. The
Government respondec positively to that requestﬁwith-the changzs
on nine specific points wWwich I set forth in detail in my statezent
to the H&ﬁse of Commons on 4 December. It 1s our concern that .
thesehprqtests and the hunger strike should not lead to pointless

—-

. deaths. |To the protesters and those on hunger strike I want to sey:

There 1s no reason to go on. The Goyernment has made 1its
response. I want to spell out for "you and your

L P

famllies what u;1 happen when the protests end.
4, First of all, any such prisoner will be put into a clean cell.
If, as I hope, all prisoners end their protests, we shall have the
tdsk of cleanihg up all the cells right away and this would taxe

a week or ten days.

5. Within.a few days clothing provided by their families will oz
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glven to any prisoners‘giving up their prqtest sé that they can weszx
1t duriné recreation,'association'and visits. As soon as possible
E;;_priséneré will be issued with civilian-type clothing for wear

' during the wqfking day. From thén on, as I said in October, denin
prison uniform becomes a thing of the past for all prisoners. 5
6. They will also immediately become entitled every month to elght °
letters,tfour parcels and four visits.

s Prlsoners who end Lhelr protest will be able to assoc1ate within
each w1ng of the prison blocks in the evening and at weekends. If
{*large groups of prisoners cease their protest simultaneously, a few

days may be needed for cleaning up.

8. We want fo work out for every prisoner the kinds of available

activity?which wWe fhink sult nhim best - work tincluding of courss
. the workjof servicing the prison itself), vocational trgining &g

educational training. sgain if groups of priscners come 0Ff =hs

protest together, getting this programme ®rganised VAL i e

time.

9. On the question of remission - and this will be of specilal inpecrte:

to the prisoners' families - provision already exists for lost

*.' ¥ |'r

& | ‘ |
immediately start reviewing each case individually.

remisgon to be restored after subsequent good behaviour. We shall

10. We do not want any prisoncrs to die: bﬁt 1f they persist irn

their hunger st;ike they will not be forcibly'fed. If Whey die. At
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willbe ffom their own choice. If they choose to live, the
conditiogs available to them meet in a practical and humane way tnh
kind of ﬁhings they have been askihg for., But we shall not let

- the way we run the prisons be determined by hunger strikes Or any

other threat. . . f , s

rﬂﬂ Northern Ireland prlsons are acknowledged to include some of
the best in the United Kingdom. The boards of visitors will
continue to play théir part in maintaining this position. For
our part we will, subject to the overriding requiréments 6f

1isecurity; keep prison conditions - and that includes clothing,

work, a38001at10n, education, training and remission - under

continuing reviewv.
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12. It is the Government's earnest wish that, in the light of

"r
~these possibilities, all prisoners now protesting in one Iforz Cr

"

another will bring their protest to an end. ~imwparﬁicu1;r““tﬂefﬁ
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on hunger strike have nothing to gain by fasting to death, The

time to stop 1is now,
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