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MRS THATCHER'S VISIT TO NORTH AVERICA

1, I mentioned to you the other day that Mrs Thatcher was
thinking of visiting the United States and Canada in

September, and that I would shortly be calling on her principal
alde, Mr airey Neave, NP, to discuss her plans. You subsequently
told me (in line with the letter which the ambassador had

nimself written earlier to lrs Thatcher) that the best time for
this would be between 8 and 21 September.

2. I have now had a meeting with Airey Neave. Two of

lira Thatcher's other staff (Derek Howe, her press aide, and
Sarah Hepburne-Scott, who is a sort of private secretary) were
presents ilhat follows shows the ideas they have in mind, and
the areas in which they will need our (and your) advice. They
had not yet consulted Mrs Thatcher in any but the most general
terms. They themselves appeared to have few contacts in the
United States or Canada.

5« Their outline plan is for lrs Thatcher to arrive in
on the afternocon of Tuesday 16 September; and to _
at lunchtime the followi In Washington, st

call on the ia Dr Kiss » (whom she




was probably the best of these, if it could be arrange
that I would seek confirmation from you.
ke, Mr Neave said that he would like to fit all this in Before
the weekend of 20/21 September. He hoped it miuht be possible e
for lra Thatcher to have this weekend free of any formal engipeuents
though she would of course be happy to meet people informaliys

e thought she should leave Washington for New York on the night

of Sunday 21 or the morning of lNonduy 22 September. In New Yoty

she would want to call on the Mayor, and the Secretary-Generdl

of the United Nations. Mr Neave thought she had other contacts

in New York whom she would wish to =e, perhaps ineluding

Mr David Rockefeller whom she met in London very recently.

I said that the BIS would probablyrwant to arrange one of their
luncheons for her. Her plan would be to leuve New York for

Ottawa or Toronto late on Viednesday 2L September or early on

Thursday 25th. :

Se Mr Neave thought that Nrs Thatcher would probuably want her
programme to include a visit to some big secientific or industrinl
project. She had trained as a scientist, with chemistry her
speciality. He wondered whether u visit to the Bastman-Koduk
establishment (is this near Jashingbon?) would be a good lden.

He thought she would prefer this to a visit to a hospital or
welfare institution. 1 said 1 would usk you for your idens.

1

b We also had a word ubout press arrangements in gensrdl.

I said that the British press corps in jushington would eertainly
want ber to give them a backpground brieiing, perhaps over &
drink. Mrs Thatcher would also receive requests for radio and
television appearances. Nr Neave said she had alrcady got one
from the "Today" show and they would give serious considerutbion
to taking this up. He also said that Bill Buckley was intending
to record an interview with her, in the not too distant fubur
and in London, for his "Firing Line" programme. 0 ped that
Buckley would be able to put this on the air & L
lirs Thatcher's visit to the United utates.
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8. All this is rather vague, and reflectorthe #ﬂ
Mrs Thatcher's staff do not hnnu much about the Un:
They will therefore be leaning on us and on ol rﬂthﬁf
for advice, OCould you let me have your comments in dus ]
on the kind of arrangemenis proposed above, and any nuggﬂa.dm
for additions or deletions? Once I thL raturned to hip Heave
with these, I shall sugpeat that he t.dh

‘luﬂ you (if that is rlbhfiluhauﬁ )

tablishing dJI"Cct contact with the e Hre Tlmtuhﬁr
.r111 be seeing. “should also be rrateful for similar compants
from Ham Whyte und Gordon Booth, either separate or co-ordinaied
with your own reply.

9, I am also copying this le tter to Terry Empscn in CUGLaWA
and Mac Samples in Toronto, to whom I have written separately
About arrangements in Cunuda.

10. As a final thounnt, it occurs to me that it might be
useful for a member of Mrs Thatcher's stuff to make a short
reconnaissance visit. Please do not hesitate to urge Ehis
if you think it would help.
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