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V i s i t by C a r d i n a l Hume 


C a r d i n a l Hume c a l l e d on t h e Prime M i n i s t e r on F r i d a y 

a f t e r n o o n f o r a p e r s o n a l and i n f o r m a l t a l k . The Prime M i n i s t e r 

w o u l d l i k e y o u r S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e t o be aware o f t h e main p o i n t s 

t h a t a r o s e f r o m t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n . 


C a r d i n a l Hume r e f e r r e d i n i t i a l l y t o t h e r e q u e s t w h i c h 

A r c h b i s h o p O ' F i a i c h had asked him t o make f o r an i n t e r v i e w w i t h 

t h e f o r m e r Prime M i n i s t e r , Mr. C a i l a g h a n . He s a i d he had t h e n 

a d v i s e d A r c h b i s h o p O ' F i a i c h t h a t any such m e e t i n g w o u l d be 

i n a p p r o p r i a t e d u r i n g t h e e l e c t i o n p e r i o d , and t h a t even i f i t were 

d e s i r a b l e a f t e r w a r d s , i  t e o u l d o n l y be on t h e b a s i s t h a t t h e 

A r c h b i s h o p had s o m e t h i n g s p e c i f i c t o say o r d i s c u s s and t h a t t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r was g i v e n advance w a r n i n g o f i t  . The C a r d i n a l asked 

w h e t h e r Mrs. T h a t c h e r w o u l d agree t o see A r c h b i s o p O ' F i a i c h on t h i s 

b a s i s i f he renewed h i s r e q u e s t . The Prime M i n i s t e r a greed t h a t 

i  t was p o i n t l e s s h i s s e e k i n g a m e e t i n g w i t h o u t b e i n g s p e c i f i c as 

t o i t s purpose and s a i d t h a t , o f c o u r s e , she c o u l d n o t commit 

h e r s e l f u n t i l she knew what t h a t purpose was. She w h o l l y agreed 

however t h a t C a r d i n a l Hume s h o u l d r e p e a t t o A r c h b i s h o p O ' F i a i c h 

what he had a l r e a d y s a i d t o him on t h i s m a t t e r about t h e b a s i s o f 

any approach. 


C a r d i n a l Hume t h e n r e f e r r e d t o h i s g e n e r a l concern o v e r t h e 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d p r o b l e m , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r e n c e t o h i s own 

i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h a l l s o r t s o f p e o p l e who were i n t e r e s t e d i n 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d a n d , i n p a r t i c u l a r , w i t h t h e l a r g e I r i s h community 

i n London. He exp r e s s e d p a r t i c u l a r a n x i e t y on t h r e e a s p e c t s : 


a. he echoed t h e w o r r y t h a t had a l r e a d y been e x p r e s s e d 

about t h e p o l i c y vacuum t h a t had been c r e a t e d by a G e n e r a l 

E l e c t i o n w h i c h had been imminent f o r so l o n g ; 


b. he was concerned about t h e impact on moderate o p i n i o n o f 

r e p o r t s l i k e t h e B e n n e t t Report because t h e y seemed t o g i v e 

ground f o r d i s q u i e t among moderate o p i n i o n because o f a l l e g e d 

( a nd he emphasised t h a t i  t was o n l y a l l e g e d ) i l l - t r e a t m e n t and 

misdemeanour; and 




c. he was p e r s o n a l l y w o r r i e d i n h i s c o n s c i e n c e about c e r t a i n 

p e r s o n s now c o n v i c t e d and i n j a i l because he had d o u b t s about 

t h e i r g u i l t . 


He r e f e r r e d i n p a r t i c u l a r t o f o u r IRA p r i s o n e r s i n Wormwood Scrubs who 

t o l d h i r n t h a t two o f t h e i r c o m p a t r i o t s who were a l l e g e d l y i n v o l v e d i n 

U n i t e d Kingdom bombings were, i n f a c t , i n n o c e n t . H i s own conc e r n i n 

th e s e cases was t h a t t h e U n i t e d Kingdom Government c o u l d g e t i n t o a 

f a l s e p o s i t i o n w i t h r e g a r d t o i t s p o l i c y on human r i g h t s i f t h e s e 

a l l e g a t i o n s were t r u e . He had i n mind one man i n p a r t i c u l a r v/ho now 

had T.B., and w i t h a 12-year sentence b e f o r e him wo u l d c e r t a i n l y d i e 

i n p r i s o n , a l t h o u g h t h e C a r d i n a l was m o r a l l y s a t i s f i e d o f h i s 

in n o c e n c e . The C a r d i n a l emphasised t h a t he was n o t a t t a c k i n g t h e 

J u d i c i a r y , nor s e e k i n g t o " u n p i c k " t h e C o u r t ' s v e r d i c t , b u t he t h o u g h t 

t h a t a Royal Pardon m i g h t be a p p r o p r i a t e i n such a case. He s u g g e s t e d 

t h a t he ought t o t a k e t h e s e m a t t e r s up a g a i n w i t h t h e Home S e c r e t a r y . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t h e C a r d i n a l s h o u l d c e r t a i n l y t a k e 

up t h e s e cases w i t h Mr. W h i t e l a w . What t h e C a r d i n a l s a i d had b o t h e r e d 

h e r b u t she wondered w h e t h e r i  t r e a l l y was p o s s i b l e t o f i n d o u t t h e 

t r u t h i n th e s e cases; one g u i l t y man m i g h t w e l l p l e a d g u i l t y t o o t h e r 

c r i m e s i n o r d e r t o s e c u r e an escape f o r one o f h i s p a r t n e r s . 

C a r d i n a l Hume emphasised t h a t on a l l t h e s e m a t t e r s he was o n l y 

e x p r e s s i n g a w i d e s p r e a d a n x i e t y : he f u l l y a c c e p t e d t h a t one c o u l d 

n o t tamper w i t h t h e J u d i c i a r y , and a l l t h a t he was s a y i n g was t h a t 

one case l e d him t o be v e r y uneasy. 


On N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d p o l i c y g e n e r a l l y , t h e Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d 

t h a t i  t was c e r t a i n l y t h e Government's i n t e n t i o n t o make c o n s t r u c t i v e 

p r o p o s a l s b u t she was v e r y w e l l aware o f a l l t h e o b s t a c l e s t h a t l a y 

b e f o r e them. She emphasised t h a t i t had been necessary t o c r e a t e a 

new s t r u c t u r e o f l o c a l government i n t h e hope t h a t t h i s w o u l d use 

some o f t h e p o l i t i c a l energy o f t h e v a r i o u s p o l i t i c a l groups i n U l s t e r , 

b u t i t had not worked o u t t h a t way. I t was a p r o b l e m o f w i l l : t h e r e 

were p l e n t y o f s o l u t i o n s t o a l l t h e problems b u t t h e r e was no w i l l , 

so t h e r e was no s o l u t i o n . The Prime M i n i s t e r r e i t e r a t e d t h a t i f 

A r c h b i s h o p O ' F i a i c h w i s h e d t o come a c r o s s and t a l k t o h e r about t h e s e 

m a t t e r s she would see him e i t h e r a l o n e o r w i t h t h e Bis h o p o f D e r r y . 

The Prime M i n i s t e r ' s f i n a l comment on t h e g e n e r a l s i t u a t i o n was t h a t 

i f t h e r e were no move t o a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n , h er f e a r was t h a t t h e 

P r o v i n c e would e x p l o d e i n v i o l e n c e , b u t i  t m i g h t be t h a t o n l y such 

an e x p l o s i o n w o u l d i n f a c t s e c u r e a s o l u t i o n . C a r d i n a l Hume responded 

by s a y i n g t h a t tough measures m i g h t be ne c e s s a r y t o change t h e 

s i t u a t i o n b u t t h e IRA were v e r y c l e v e r a t e x p l o i t i n g a s i t u a t i o n 

w h i c h t h e y d i d n o t w i s h t o see changed. 


A f t e r t h e m e e t i n g w i t h C a r d i n a l Hume t h e Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d 

t h a t she was concerned t h a t t h e C a r d i n a l seemed t o have been 

impre s s e d by t h e l i n e t h a t had been p u t t o him by t h e IRA p r i s o n e r s 

i n Wormwood Scrubs about t h e inn o c e n c e o f t h e i r c o m p a t r i o t s . She 

hoped t h a t t h e Home S e c r e t a r y would see t h e C a r d i n a l i n response t o 

any approach he made, r a t h e r t h a n w r i t e t o him, and she s u g g e s t e d 

t h a t i t m i g h t w e l l be d e s i r a b l e t o l e t t h e C a r d i n a l see t h e t r a n s c r i p t 

o f e v i d e n c e on w h i c h t h e persons about whom he was concerned (whom 

he d i d n o t name) had been c o n v i c t e d . 
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As r e g a r d s an approach f r o m A r c h b i s h o p O ' F i a i c h , t h e b a l l now 

l i e s i n C a r d i n a l Hume's c o u r t . I f an approach i s made, t h e 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r w i l l , o f c o u r s e , want y o u r S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ' s 

a d v i c e on how i  t s h o u l d be d e a l t w i t h . 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s l e t t e r t o John C h i l c o t (Home O f f i c e ) , 

George Walden ( F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e ) and t o S i r John Hunt. 


Joe P i l l i n g , Esq., 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d O f f i c e . 



