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Mr. Walker's Statement on the A g r i c u l t u r e C o u n c i l Meeting 


Mr. Walker s c o r e d a modest P a r l i a m e n t a r y s u c cess t h i s morning. 


H i s statement emphasised the s u c c e s s e s of the p r i c e f r e e z e f o r m i l k , 


the o v e r a l l l e v e l o f p r i c e i n c r e a s e of 1.2%, the r e j e c t i o n of the 


m i l k c o - r e s p o n s i b i l i t y l e v y p r o p o s a l s , the 5% d e v a l u a t i o n of the 


Green Pound and - above a l l - the b u t t e r s u b s i d y of 12p per pound. 


He summed up h i s achievement as the p r i c e review w i t h the 


l e a s t i n c r e a s e i n averajre p r i c e s and the b i g g e s t i n c r e a s e i n 


consumer s u b s i d y s i n c e we j o i n e d the Community. 


Mr. Mason, i n h i s maiden appearance as Shadow spokesman, 


d e s c r i b e d Mr. Walker as "the weak man i n Europe" and s a i d he had 


b e t r a y e d the Commission and the B r i t i s h housewife and had f a i l e d 


on p i g meat, sugar and the p r o p o s a l f o r a g e n e r a l p r i c e f r e e z e . 


Mr. Walker p o i n t e d out t h a t under Labour the average p r i c e i n c r e a s e 


had been 7.6% per year, w h i l e the mountains grew. The e f f e c t of 


the b u t t e r s u b s i d y on p r i c e s would be t w i c e as g r e a t as the e f f e c t 


o f the o v e r a l l 1.2% p r i c e i n c r e a s e . Bread would not be s i g n i f i c a n t l y 


a f f e c t e d , sugar would go up by l p per k i l o and the p r i c e of b u t t e r 


would immediately go down by 6p per pound. 


H i s statement was g e n e r a l l y welcomed by Government backbenchers. 


Labour backbenchers a l l o w e d themselves t o degenerate i n t o cheap 


j i b e s , which Mr. Walker d e a l t w i t h i n a d i g n i f i e d way. 


Mr. W. Hamilton c a l l e d him a " p r o f e s s i o n a l con t r i c k s t e r " and was 


s h a r p l y rebuked by the Speaker. Mr. Walker emphasised over and 


over again the s i z e of the b u t t e r s u b s i d y and the g e n e r a l l y low 


l e v e l o f the p r i c e i n c r e a s e s . 


/In answer 




- 2 -


In answer t o q u e s t i o n s about the net e f f e c t on our budgetary 


c o n t r i b u t i o n s , he s a i d t h a t the d e t a i l s had not yet been worked 


out but t h a t he b e l i e v e d t h a t i n t o t a l we would be b e t t e r o f f . 


In response t o c o m p l a i n t s t h a t he had promised more i n the 


House a week ago than he had been a b l e t o d e l i v e r , Mr. Walker 


s a i d t h a t he had a c h i e v e d a f r e e z e on the major item i n s t r u c t u r a l 


s u r p l u s . He was s o r r y t h a t i  t had not been p o s s i b l e to make 


more p r o g r e s s on sugar, but the sugar i n q u e s t i o n was a l r e a d y 


i n the ground. He added t h a t l a s t y e a r , when t h e r e had been 


a s u b s t a n t i a l sugar s u r p l u s , the Commission had proposed an 


i n c r e a s e of 1.16% and the Labour Government had i n the end agreed 


t o a r i s e of 2%. 


The o v e r a l l i m p r e s s i o n was of a b e t t e r d e a l f o r B r i t a i n than 


Labour had managed t o a c h i e v e on any s i n g l e o c c a s i o n ; and the 


House was, I t h i n k , impressed. 
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