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TWO, CONTEMPORARIES — Marx and Disraeli

ABOUT THE middle of the last cen:
tury there lived two . politicians
whose philasophles were to have a
profound influence on the futurs of
nationsl and werld politics. They
were Marx and Disraeli. Contem-
poraries, they based thelr conclu-
sione on the same set of clrcum-
stances.

Conditions in the mid-nineteenth
century were bad, largely becatse
the Industrial Revolution went for-
ward at such & pace that social con-
science and  remedial lagiglation
could pot keep up with tremendous
new problems that came to light.
Tha populstion waa growing rapidly
&nd tending to concentrate in towns,
ralsing urgent problems of beath,
snitation. wnd crowding, in home
and factory.

Disraell and Marx viewing this
geene, both saw two natlons—the
“rich” and the "poar;” brt the
reredies which the twe men pro.

o meet the situstion were
utterly different.
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He saw that the gul? which separated
rieh and poor pould be bridged and
that sventually the guif would close
and a hasithy gud atrong nation
eierge. The secret® of Disrseli's
bridge lay not in class struggle and
revolution, but in mathods which we
should now deocribe as characteris-
tically Britlsh. Namely: (i) Soclal
BRetormn to Improve the lot of the
poar and helpless, and 1o help people
o help themselves; (1) The right oi
the workers to combine for eallective
bargaining to improve their wages
und their walfare; (i) Opportunity
for thoge with abllity to creste for
themselves, and so to benafll from
exarcising their own genlus.
Disraeli's. creed was not all
material ag’ way thet of Mzarx. He
knew that a5 well as looking after
the material Interests of the people,
it was necesgary to touch their ema-
tions by appealing (o the greatness
of the rountry and the gplendour of
her Imperial Traditlons. He knew
that abave all pelitics and &l govern-
m:nll there llnod. the marul law of
thal

Averrding to} Mark's argument the
“ haves” Le. were 10
greedy that mea» would never pay
tne “bave nots,” Le. the proletarial,
more than a starvatlon wage. Can-
sequently, when the tstal produc-
tivity of the country tcrensed, the
capitalist would take all the exiry
profits leaving the proletariat wlth
the same wages. and the gap between
the two classes would widen, Such
rystem would Ingvitably break down,
the proletarlat would revelt against
his master and would seize absoluts

power.

Thip was the erux of the Marxist
theory, To apply It to Britzin would
have showed no appraclation cf the
polentialities of the British peaple.
But it must be'remembered that Karl
Mary' was @ Cerman who had been
expelled from his pstive land =nd
who wrate his political thesia jn the
mausty air of the British Museum. He
had nothing In commen with our
way of life &nd he neither did np:
eould appreciate )t

Contraat Disraci’s appraach to the
problem, First and foremost he knew
the way g life of the English peopls.
He understocd the meaning of the
problams of the lodustrial Revo-
lutign, He maw the poverty and
misery which surrounded many
homes. All this he pargebved .., hut
Beyond §t he envisaged O Matlon,

:plxl'.ull
as well ag materlllvﬂ.uu. He app:

<deted that man capnot live wi;hwt
bread, but he cannet live by bread
alone. Therein lay perbsps the
graatest diference betwesn Din-
aell's creed and the Merxist philo-
sophy.

In 1867 Marx publlshed his theary
in & book ealled Dax Kapital. Seven
years later Disraell was returned to
power with a clear Conpervative
majority. During his period of ofice
b carried out & great programme cf
sacial reform, thereby ralsing the
stendard of Living of our people and
averting the Marxist remady, The
years have proved Disracll right
Condlitiay have impraved ax he sald
they wauld and modern industry has
praduced a variegated oclety with
every sort. of gradation from the
higheat to the lowest, wilh the
majority of people being somewhers
in the middle. A person's position

- daes not depend on bir wealth or his

bicth, but on his abllty, Industries
wre now owned by millions of amall
capitallsis and the persons wha
Marx referred to ms the proletariat
sflen own property and shares. Dis.
raell's vision of Natlonal Unity has
wntmoded the class struggle of Mare.

Bixt there are some, who for their
awn selfish purposes iry to whip up

clars Batred.even today fn the 20tk
century. The oulcome of that can
anly be the Tatalltarlan Communigm
thal s practised in Husela: The
anawer does oot lis In the milder
form thal we ere witnéming in this
country. It les In Disraels vision
re-lnterpreted in the modern Conger.
vative ereed of ONE FREE NATION.
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In this quiz take the first letter of
each answer end thess will form the
neme of a well-knewn Kermt MP.
{Conservative), Then name his cop-
wlituency.

1. Prasident of the Board of

ade,

2. Minister of Transport

3. Conservatlve MP. for Aber.
daan, boted for his forthright views,

4. Thix constitiency i3 repre.
santed in Parliament by Mr. Quintin
Hogg.

5. My Attiee's
stituency.

8. This Kenf tonstituency has
the youngest woman Conservative
l:lndldlu

present  cop-

Beaverbrook's son —
Canlervltl\re MP. for Holbarn.

8. Former Socialist M. whe re-
signed through natlonalisation pro.
posals for fron gnd steel,

9. Spezker of the House of Com- .
mons.

10. Suggested as o
town" in Kent.

1i. Soctalist MP. for Reading—
author and u leading advocate of
mare State eontrol,

12. This Soclalist peer ir 3 weil-
known member of the Magic Cirele.
13. Chairman of London Trans.
port, E

14. Youngest Cobservative M.P,

15 Conervative MF. for Flint
—noted for his speeches and
artlcies.
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