From: THE PRIVATE SECRETARY

NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE
GREAT GEORGE STREET,
LONDON SWIP 3Al

18 June 1980

Nick Sanders Esq
10 Downing Street
London SW1

\D&m\f@v.’

In your letter of 11 June you sought a draft reply to Dr Paisley's
request to see the Prime Minister with a delegation of South
Fermanagh widows.

As you know, Mr Atkins did in fact see the three DUP MP's and
six ladies afour of them widows) last Friday. A note of the
meeting is attached and you will see from this that 1t was a
fairly emotional occasion. The delegation appear to have
decided before the meeting took place that the large number of
letters they had inspired about the Fermanagh security situation
should not be handed to the Secretary of State, but should be
presented personally to the Prime Minister (as originally
intended).

The best course would seem to us to be for the Prime Minister
to see a small number of widows - perhaps the four who attended
on Friday - and take receipt of the letters. But we would sugges?t
that the DUP MPs should not be invited to accompany them. As

I explained to Michael Alexander in my letter of 10 June prior
to the meeting with Lord Brookeborough, Unionists of various
shades are engaged in a political battle for the favours of
isolated Protestant families in South Fermanagh, and the DUP
seem to us to be behaving particularly cynically over these
widows. They would be able to make much of a visit to No 10,
and Mr Atkins would hope this can be avoided.

We do recognise that a meeting with just the widows could prove
difficult to arrange. However, if the DUP do dig their heels

in and insist on being there, we hope you would be equally
resolute: Dr Paisley's only link with South Fermanagh is as

an MEP and he has already accompanied the party (with his two
colleagues who have even less of a locus) to a long and thorough
meeting with the Secretary of State. The proposed visit to

No 10 should be on a rather different basis.

T attach for consideration a draft reply to Dr Paisley on these
lines.
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M W HOPKINS
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;{?" " HOTE OF A MEEPING AT STORMONT CASILE OF FRIDAY 1 5 JYUNE 1980

hose present: &famtm of Btate  Dr Paisloy

ke Ko mniltmd k‘ir Hc.Qmade
P Burns
Yie Heppington re R Iabinmer
e Margetts s D Iatimer
<ot iy irg Fernaguan
e . - fire Morasow
AR . | ¥ire Howe
'\_ | | . Mea Butebhineon
e s ‘ g:l }3&
2. 1., D Pairelew had previously sought the Frine Hinister's sgresnent

- %0 & »aebling with bimself ead women from {}otma;y Fermanﬂ@h The
- Prlims Minlgter had been wnsble to arrasgs such & meeting and hed
asked the Becretary of State to see Dr Puieley, During the afterncon’
4 o preacsediong the meeting (which started nt 4800 hﬂm‘a) Dr Pelisley had
/) L - yepeatedly ettempted to expand the nexberahip of the delegation to
FiaE include soms men to remforca the womens' poiuts, This demand wes
W sbesdfestly refused, -

e. %he party of wimon, whose nemes ere showa ;hova. included four
i . widows whose Musbends had been the victims of torroriet violence.
- e Tatiwer, p/t UDR, shot desd 7 Juns 1980; Mr Kerneghsn, p/t UDR,
Bhot dond 15 OQotover 1979; Mr Morrow, ex-p/t UDR, shot dead 17 Aprid
4980 and Consteble Howe, RUG, killed by a bombd, 11 Pebrusry 1980,
- The rameining two women wers Mra D latimer who wme attonding ey griaf-
- stxicken sister-in~lew, and Mre Hutchinson whoso huebend is a merber
of the pert-tims security forces.
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‘3. e Paisley opemd the peoting by reading to the E‘-ewre,tary of Btabe

-

ong of Meny lettera Doought by the womsn s & wetition to the Priue
- tuopister.. Whe letter which had bsen written By Mre latlcer belove
the desth of her husband and which sought jumsdiate ection to
_Sighten up security in County Pormensgh caused a great donl of
distrens SRongst the wamen,. lra Kerasghan grplained thabt these
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~Lethors wore not to be handed to the Secretary of Btate for onward

tranasiesion to the Frime Minlster; the delegetion still wished to
see frs Thetcher and to hand the letters over psrsonsily. The
Bocretexy of Stnte said that bhe would pass this request to the
Prime Minister and ssked whebther the women had any sgpecific ideas

- for luproving sscurity in Couwnty Fermanagh.

4. There was a grest deal of support for cloging border roads and
powing Them with lundwmines. IXC wns no good Just cratering those
roads since they could be guickly filled in; something permanent
was reguired whichk woulid ensure that terrorists could not speedily
epceps eoxess the bordar after carrying out the attack. It wan
furthar pointed out et vehlcle checlknoints such 88 the one at the
airport should be set up on & very wrestricted numdber of “approved®
croselnge. The Ssoretary of State gaid that he understood how

blocking the roerds would be & psychological baopt to the morale of .
peopls vear the border and added that he wes currently studying the

- poBaibility of further voud closures in the gres snd wouvld welcons

a aocte from the dsliegation specifying which roads they woald profex

0 Bee closed.

5. The delogsotion then burnsd to extradition as & mosns of
repolving the croas-border terrorist threat. Nrs Morrow wae
abviougly digtresced by the “knowledge® that one of her husbend's
purderers wae prepently seen o bo al libverty in Monsghan. The

- Becrobtory of State explained the difficulties involved in extraditing
- suEpacts Irom Che Bepublic end said that pressure was being brought

o bear ypon the southsrn authorities to brivg prosecutions under
the eztra torritorial Juriadiction legisletion.

6. The Sacmtm of State was thea eseked whether there wos any

pospibility that the few remaining wembers of tha security forcesn -

livieg in the Fowtowsbutler ares could bs effordsd spocial protectior
Tha Facrﬁtﬂ of biote sald that he would talk to the Chief Conntseble
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Protaction in the border ares.

JORATTIAY MARGRRTE

end GO0 about tha poseibility of such protection and saked if
detalls ocould be plven sbout the persons under threat. The
delegation lmmedistely reacted by piving the following deteails.

Bartie Butchinson
Henrw Johneton p/t UDR
Alen Moffeott

- Dosnond Wilson -~ BUCIR)

John FMaVitly
Branest Johnaton RUC
Bobvert FHormsan Morrow

7« The dipcusgion then turned to the poseibility of reintroducing
eapitel pundshment or, et worat, stiffer pricon gentances for
Berrorists. The Bocreterv of Stete eoxplained the Aifficulty

- atPaphod to relntroducing the desth sentsnce, given that there had

long been & parlimmentary majority in favour of its sbholition.
Bo «lded that since the life geantente wes indeterminste it could not
be extended. -

8. Just defore they left the Secretexy of State was handed copios
of the attsched Fotice which Lllustrates ¢the mood of the delegstion.

Eoilorus .
Jde The meeting with the delegation having ended, the Sscretary of
8tate egreed that be would give the County Pormansgh menfolk o few

: nimme&t._ He outlinad very brisfly what he had discussed with ths

woRon end explained how be reguired & full list of the rosda to be
¢logod and & fwll list of woubers of the security forces needing

. He further explained that it was
Seposeible to mpply eny economic panctions speingt the Republic and

Dr Paleley saoepted that no progress would ever be mede on

"

Frivate fecretary
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Pistribution:

Pl of 6 (B & L)—n.

PG Adlieon (B & L)
PS/EUE (B & L)

Mr Hennigen

Mr Wyatt

Fr ¢Gillilend

Mr Barns

i Eeanon

Me Boxton - at,
M Jevenport
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