CONF IDENTIAL

COPY NO. i

LEADERS CONSULTATIVE COMIITTEE

7°TH MEETING

5.00 p.m., Wednesday 22nd October, 1975

in the Leader's Room at the House of Commons

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the 78th Meeting = attached,

25 Future Business.

3., Industry Strategy - paper by Mr. Heseltine - LCC/75/84,
to be circulated.

4, Any Other Business.
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OOPY NOuL....

adarls Consultative ttea

Minutes of the 78th Meeting held at 5,00 p.m.
on Hednesday, 27ch Detober 1975, in the Leader's
Room at the House of Commons.

Present s Mrs, Thateher (In the Chaizx)

Mr, Whitelzw, Sir Kelth Joseph,

Lord Hailsham, Mr, Mawdling,

8ir Geoffrey Howe, My, G lmour,

lord Carvington, Mr. Jenldn,

Mr. Peyton, My, St. John-Stavas,

Mr, Heseltine (for item 3),

Mr. Raison, Hr. Maude, Mr, Suchsnan-Suith,
Hr, Cdwards, Mr. Heave, Mr. Younger,

M. Fowler, Mrs. Oppenheim,

Mr. Jopling, Lord reycroft,

kr. Atldns,

My, Higgine (for Ltem 2), Mr. Hayhoe,
Mr, Montpomery, Mr. Shelton, Mr, Fatfen,
Mr, Ridley, Mr, Hicholson (In attendance).

Apologiest Mr, Prior,

Proposed Business for the weel 27th October to 3rd Hovember,

On Monday, 27th October, there would be a supflﬁ day with a
debate on an Opposition motion on the Mational Health Service
(#r, Fouler, Dr, Vaughan), This would be followed by a Prayer
on Direct Grant Schools (Cessation of Grant) Regulations

(Mr, St. John-Stevas),

Cn Tuesday, 20th Octeber, Mr, Jagh Ashley would secek leave
to introduce his Legal ALd and Advice Bill under the 10 minute
¥ule, and this vould ba followed by the vomaining stages of the
Children Biil (Mr. Fowlew, Dz, Veuphan).

On Wednesday, 29th October, bMr. J. Loveridze would seelt
Leave to introduce his Armed Forces (Protection in Regpect of
fceidentn) Bl1l under the 10 minmute tule, and this would e
followed the Lords' amendments to the Employment Protecticn
Bill (dr. Hayhoe, Mr. Madel, Mr. Brittan),

Cn Thursday, 30th Octaber, thera would he the Temaining
stages of the Poli.c{holdera Protection BL11l {Mr, Higgine) and of
the Land Charges Bill (Mr. G. Page).

On Friday, 3lst October, thete would be the Southern Rhodesia
1855 (Continuation) Order 1995 (. Maudling}.

o Hondaﬁ; 3rd Novemier, there would be debates on the Ist
Report from tha Prosedura Committee on European Sacondary
Leglialation and on the Reuton Raport on tie Preparetion of
Legislation (Mr, Peyten).

vessad 2. Matters
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Mattors Avisiom from Dusinass

There was a discussion on voting on the Policyholders
Protection Dill. Mr. Hipgine explained that the BI11 had been
groatly amended and many of tle objectionable featurce hod been
yamoved. It was agreed that we should not support any anendment
to the Bill on the gubjeet of tue Matlonlife policholders; thoy
would E:o‘bably obtain siutlar coupenaation te that which they
might have baen entitled to wnder tha Bill. We should not decide
vhethor to ebstain or Lo vote with the Coverasnt sgainst such
en ameiviment until worve information about backbenchers! vieus
was available,

Lord Carrington ewpleined that it wes not possible to pray
agafnst the Dircct CSrant Sciwols Repulation in the Lowds on
3vd Hovenber: there was to bo furtiier consi<eration of
Lord Goodman's amenducnts about the Zrewmlen of the press on that
dey. If ths Ragulation wes considercd by the Lords after it had
alreadggbean eacepted by the Comwens 1t would be undesiralile to
tale the fairly unpreccdented step of rejecting it, at the sane
tize as the House of Lovds wers chellenging tie Govermsent over
4 Dill, There was a discussiom on whether the Prayax on Chc
Requlation could e taken in tho Comaoas on some day other tiea
next Monday, 27th Cetober, so that tha Ditect Grant Scheols Lobby
mizht heve enough time to make new arrengements nos that tholr
plans for the Lords debate had hed to he cancelled, It vas
aFraed, however, tuai as there was no other Monday on wieh
there tould be a three 1line Vhip, and as we would .eed to vote
in strensth on the Prayer, we should liave to tale the Prayer the
folloving Monday,

Industrial Policy: Paper by Mr, Heseltine{lGC/75/54)

Uy, Heaelidne introduced his Paper, pointing out that his
gmpoaals vere designed to improve coammicetions between the
azty and industry and to attract more managzers aud trade
wionlets te the Perty. He did not necessaril. epect any
substantial assistance to policy-mating from tge exercise, but
thexe vas something to Lo gained frum chowinn tuat we were open
to advian, The following points wewe nade ir discussicns

{2) Hauy MP's would De unhappy at being given guldance from the
Shadey Cabinet on molting contect with iodwtry In their
constitue cias.

() There had boen successful meetings Dotween MPYe and the
loading businessmen in thelr constitueiicieg arranz~d by the CBI,

(¢} It would also be helpful to use wochend Conferences with
industrialists, uhich had eziginelly been theught about in the
coutert of discussions on tax, te discuss wider igsues.

(d) It might be uwise to advertise, as it were, a long list of
policy areds on whlch the Party wanted advice: this wisht supsast
that e posed to male sweeping and radiecl nhnn;g.es wnan

most bugineasuen reaily wanted wac stability aod the chanee tp
get on with the job of maling profits, .

It 1As ssroced thet My, Heseltine's fivst proposal, to mount
& pullic exhibition of employes commmications, puould go ahead,
Ject to each company being {nformad of a'y use fhet was to he
nade of fca ;mum:m.g;l: ota, thile lapecial intarest me:ings wgre
inpoxtant aud siwuld co.tinue to take pheaﬂnm ggi!%gﬁétgto

invelvi.: *s gnd A1 idel:
apain ang ﬂf-:u-ed"’m"chdfzﬁﬁ’d'ﬂﬁ gl\.t; Ke%orc any attion wms
talen. lothing definite would be erraged until euwr contacts

wewend with tha
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with the CBI had been further developed. Mr. Haseltine and
Sir Gaoffrey Howe would discuss with the Chairman of the Party
the plans for regional conferences for industrialists.

Othey Buainess

Mr, Whitalaw said that the Government's White Paper on
develution was expected shortly after the Queen's Speech and he
would prepave a short pag:r for discussion on 12th Novenber on
how we should yeset to the proposals,

It was agreed that the Researcih Depart should p a
1ist of Lacredses in current Covemment expenditure, Backbenchers
would help by tabling questions on inc in the numb of
people employed in Covernment Departments, in office space taken
and required, in oumbers of vacancies notified and number of
circulars issued, and so on.

The Research Department should algo compile examples of
conspicuous wagte in central and local government so that when
our apokesmen weve asked whers we would cut expanditive, they
could start by supplying one or two examples of waste,

The meeting cloged at 6,10 pim.

Conservative Research Department, DINA{EM
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