18 May 1878

Thzn you for your letter of 1ith Hay 1970,
g the points made by you and yﬂur
on. the Cxecutive of the 1922 Copmitiee
'uﬁ t’;@ﬂﬂie"{‘, Gln s=;&j; d

ite clear that you have devoted a
great dea time and thought to these difficult
nroblems he pay and pensions of ¥P< and | very
much appre zi t he trouble you are taking on
behalf of all embers of our party. | have
no doubt at allj :ﬁ’ your efforts have been the

decisive factor in nersuading the Government to
bring forward let ielﬁiaﬂﬂ to implement the Boyle
recommendations on bembers' pansions.

I H.v: had an initial discussion with my
colleagues :;,Wi y ur suggestions for dealing
with & Mdure' pay in the future. Several n&ints
w&re raised, as éet* led below, and | would De

pateful if vou would ponder them and come and

Vi
t 1k to me ziazn.

1. The idea that Hembers of Parliament should be

paid a res L‘ ', u,ixr; i» des ired by everycne.

5 Gnij) instru@ﬁni which
can give inde if@ﬂﬁaﬁ vige about the level of
that salary and igerersrg that it should be
invoked,




16 Hay 1978

There is a real difficulty about your
proposition that | should give a 'blind'
undertaking to put down motions to implement
whatever Boyle might recoamend 3 months after
a General Clection, It is likely that one of
our promises during the General hiection
canpaign will be to 1&grave the pay of certain
groups of people, such as the Police, the
Armed Services, the doctors, the ﬁentists,
ete, etec. It is by no mgans certain yet
that .we shall denm it right to com it
aursklees i? restore parity t? thess gigﬁp
in one single, immediate setilement. e
cannot do gﬁfs for them, how can we justify
doing it for ourselves?

Colleagues suggested, as an alternative to

your proposition that Boyle should be instructed
to report three months after the General Election,
that he should be instructed to update his 1975
reconmendations forthwith and report as soon as
he has done so. This report might come after an
early Geseral Election, but, because that Clection
may be as much as 17 months away, it might come
“gefore, It would then fall to the present
Government (the only one to fail to recomwend

in toto the proposals on iP's gﬁy of an
independent review body) to declare its position
and make 2 public commitment.
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4. 1 recognise that your sole concern - most
understandably - was with the pay of lembers
of Parliament, My coileagues and | feel that
the pay of Hinisters (on which Boyle reported
in 1976) should be considered at the same time
and that any commitment by the Conservative
Party should embrace the two, Utherwise we @
should be in great difficulty on the relationship
between HP and Hinister's pay,

5. 1 would liks you to clarify one passage in

your letter. On pags two you say that it is
the wish of the Executive of the 1922 Comnittee
and the Executive of the PLP that the leaders of
poth main parties should comsit themselves to
'tabling the necgssary resolutions to implement
the Doyle recommendations”, In the following
paragraph you say 'we want the Partiss to be
publicly comuitted to the procedure only',

| take this to mean that you want the next
Government to allow the House of Commons to
accept Doyle in toto if it wishes, but that

you do not exclude the possibility that the
Government might seek to amend Biyle by, say,
proposing that the increases should be phased,
This would be a somevhat unusual procedure
(Government amendments to a Government wotion)
and | may have misunderstood your intention,
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