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NOT FOR PUBLICATIQON OR REFEREICI
MO CONTENT BEFORE TIME,CF DELIVEEY
i
Speech by the Rt. Hon. J. Enoch Powell, MP, to the
Annual Institution Supper of the Dundonald Orange N
Lodge, Comber Road, Dundonald, Co. Down. N
at 8,30 pm, Thursday, 3rd January 1980 k\\J)

The Union betwecen Great Britain and Northern Ireland 1s pIc-
bably in greater danger now than at any time since the disastrous
actionslof the Heath government in 1972 and 1973. In saying thsat,

I do not at all have in mind the deeds of the Provisional I.R.L..
Appalling though these are in their individual human consequences,
the Provisional I.R.A. have done nothing, and can of themselves do
‘nothing, to shake the Union. On balance, over the last ten years
they have strengthened it; they have upon the whole alienated
British public opinion, while their campaign has resulted indirecc ey
in bringing Northern Ireland more firmly under the Union Parliome=
and under Her Majesty's Government than at any previous time sincs
1921,

The danger is from another quatter alto
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ethen, « it is from iTie
government of the United XKingdom itself. This is the unamblguous
significance of the political initiative &announced on 24th Qe G2,
which is to have its firstinstalment next week at Stormont. Tas
only possible consequence, and therefore the intended consequence,

of that action - whose the intention was, I shall consider presciitly

L

~ is to work towards the destruction of the Union. The proof
positive is as follows.

The Government says that it wishes to introduce changes in tho
present arrangements for governing Ulster. Well and good. It gogs
on, however, to say that it wants the maximum political agreement
among the parties to those changes. Whose agreement? Not Unionist
agreement - of whatever brand. If the changes are to be such 23
will evidently maintaein and strengthen the Union, Unionist agreement
was to be had for the asking - indeed, without even the need to tek.

No, the agreement which the Government secks, and which it has sc

up o conference in order to show the world that it seeks, is the




agreemen% of the S,D.L.F. The S.D.L.P. wis the dindispenssble
ingredient - all others could at & pinch be done without.

Now, the vericst tyro in Northern Ireland polities knovis that
the S.D.L.P. cannot, without self;destruction, be seen agreeing to

anything which does not visibly tend to promote the dissolution

the Union. That was proved, if it needed proving, by the fate of

poor old Gerry Fitt. He understood the Government's game well

enough but could not convey the necessary nod-and-a-wink to hig
followers, who took the Government's whitfe papcr at its face valuc
and threw Gerry over uncercemoniously. So the dject of the conier-
ence, and the only object which stands up to examination, is to Ty
to obtain agreecnent on political changes in the government of
Northern Ireland which will weaken the Union.

But what if - not improbubly - no such agreecmcnt is forthcoi-
ing? The Government has told us: it will then be ready
a solution, So, what sort of solution? Not onec which
the Union. If that were its solution, the last thing it wo
done would have been to court open opposition to it by tryings to
the'S.B.L.PJ to agree. The only imposed solution whieh makes ang
sense of the Government's behaviour since 24th October is a
imposed upon the Unionists, 2 green-edged constitutional set-
that of 1975, which had > forced upon the provinee and which
then Government visibly hoped wceuld promote the euthanasia of the
Union,

After what I have said, it will be as plain as a
so plain that only the very gullible, like the D,U.P., or the vely

anti-Union, like the Belfest Tclegraph, could fail to see it =~ {that

the Ulster Unionist Party could by no means agree to participate in
an operation, of which the very basis end mecning was in flat
defiance of the first fundamental principle of the Unionist creed.
IMuch more interesting, however, than the guestion Why'some cf the
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intended victims fell into the trap i ne' guestions Who 1loid the
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it was certeinly not the Secretary of State. Whatever otaexm

. feults or failings vaiahng Atkins may have, this one cannot be loi.
at his door, for the simple reason that he was as much taken ablce:
by it as anybody clse, Up to & few days before 24th October, nc .26
his officials were innocent of any such idea -~ which is why they
_took no steps to prepare the ground for somcthing which was suddcily”
thrust upon thém against their protests and in face of their reluc-
tance, So where did it come from? The Prime HMinister asserted
before the genercl election that her great object for Northern
Ireland would be to maintain the Union. I do not believe she was

.bluffing then, cnd I do not believe that shne would now have devisc
& devious scheme for doing the opposite to what she nad undertaken.
Except in the sense that all substantial acts of government cre her
responsibility, I a2m ready to acqulit her too.

That lecves one source, the source from which an endless struam

of hostility to the Union of Great Britain and Northern Ireland kos

flowed fer years. I refer te that nest of wipers, that Lursery o

knowrn as tne Brita sh For01 ecn Offlice, To the

trultors which is

Foreign Offlce bkb fact that five- 81yths of the inhabitants of tihis

Klngdom is 1ess tha notklnp.
e I e —
eyes mnd ltu gffect'ons are fixed outside the realm - on mblln. G

Brussels, on the Vutlcwﬂ above all en Washingteon B,C., for whese

favour and de'cctublon th1° province is to be offered up
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if -the arts of skulduggery will cvail to do t”L trﬂcﬁ, Ve are refii~

1ﬁg_; lot.théSQN&ﬂvsubout the C.I.4, One necds to be cn innocent to
be twaware, after 2ll that has happenedy, that, so far as Ulster in
concerned, the C,I.A, with its clumsiness end its crudities has
nothing to teach the Foreign Office. What bribes, what threats,

what acgents provocateurs, whot corruption, what undercover agents

can acnieve, for that in Ulster you may put your bottom dollar on

the Foreign Office.
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Tt widd fails  Of that I have no doubt, because in the end o°.
.ch machinations find Jrhcmselves wrecked on the granite rock of
Ulster's unionist determination. What worries me 1S the damage ond

jestruction that con be wrought in the meantime. Not only will the

Prov¢51onul T.R.A. be encouraged to continue its c¢ostly though ulti-

mately futile campaign of murder and mayhem by the spectacle of the
U.K. government itself playing the game of the U.K.'s enemies.,
Ulster's victories over those who would tear it out of Britaln arc
victories for which o price has to be pdd. ZFart of that price is =
diminution of Ulster's natural loyalty and affection towards Britain
as the mother country anéd the pattern of freedcem ond perliamentary
democracy. PEach time 2 new attempt is made by British politicions 1
betray Ulster, that indispensable treasury of goodwill 1s drawn do
Another part of the price is the destruction of the confildconce
hich ought to exist between the Ulster people and their political é
leaders. Too many generations of those leaders already nave becn
caught end destroyed in the trap of "co-operaticn" with U.K. oliti-
cians in moves to destroy the Union: the unmourned figures oI
Moyola and Faulkner are mute memorials of past loss. The strengtn
of the forces to which they succumbed can be gauged by the volume
of abuse and disloyalty to which Unionism's present leader, James
‘Molyneaux,'h&s been subjected simply for standing fast and refusi

to. betrey his trust,
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Surely it is not asking too much of the U.K. government, and

_of a9 Prime linister who has more than once identified herself witza

Ulster's cause, to call off without more ado and before more herm

is done the fifth-column operation of the Foreign 0ffice, and to

.
|

stand up, plainly and stralrrtlhrwurdly, for Britain and oll 11Es

people., What, hitcr alL, is Her Majesty's Government for, if ng

for that? i




