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LEADER'S STEERING COMMITTZE

Minutes of the &4lat Meeting held at 3.00 DM,
on Monday, 29th March 1976, in the Leader's
Room at the Howae of Commons.

Present: Mrs. Thatcher {in the Chsir)}

Mr, #hitelaw, Sir Kelth Joseph
Lord Carrington, Mr, Maudling
5{r Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Prior
Mr. Pym, Mr, Gllmour

Mr. Maude, Lord Thorneycroft

Mr. Atkins

In gttendance: Mr. Buchanan=-Smith, Mr, Edwards
Mr. Butler, Mr. Stanley
Mr, Petten, Mr. Ridley
Mr. Nicholson, Mr. 4ymn

Apologies: Mr, FPeyton

Devolulion

Mr. Vhitelaw introduced his paper LSC (76) 51 un the options
. over devolutior o.en to the Consevvative Party, polnting out that
altheugh we were continuing to press for separate Bills for
Scotland and Jdales, the Government was likely to produce only
one Bill. We needed to decide our attitude to an Assembly end
whether we were for or against the Government's proposals before
the Scottish Party Conference. As long as we emphasised our
continued commitment to a directly elected Scottish Assembly,
the Scoteish Party would, for the most part, probably be prepared
to go along with our opposition to the Governmentts legislation.

There was a discassion and the follewing points were agreed:

i} We should probably remain committed to a directly
clected assembly for Scotland, on the lines proposed by the
Douglas-Home report. This was likely Co carry the support of
a majority of the Conservative Party In Scotland and to be the
least objectionable devolution pruposal to the FParty in Englend.

ii) e needed to give attention to ensurlng the election
. of a large number of Conservatlves to any hasembly.

111} de also needed to examine further the datailed problems
arising from the possible use of a referendum, especially with
repard to the wording of the question{s), 80 as to avold the
posdibility of an exaprerated vote for independence simply in
order to pguarantee the establishment of a powerful Assembly.

Je meeded also Lo consider st what point snd in what clrcumstances
& refecendum might be used,

! fy) Mr, Whitelaw would seelt to obtain detalls from Dr. Devid
Butfer reparding opinion research, which the latter was reported to
have carried out, showing extensive support for in “ependence, ¥k

. V) Mr. Jhitelaw?s paper would be discussed b; the Leader!s
Consultative Committee at its meeting on Wednesday, th April.

The meeting closed at 6,15 p.m.
% (Mr, Maude reported to the L.C.C. of Monday, 12th April

that in fact this was an Impression Dr. Butler had formed after
a visit to Glasgow and that no opinion poll had been taken),
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