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Thank you for your letter of 14 July enclosing one from Dafydd
Wigley in which he seeks a meeting with the Prime Minister to discuss
Gwynfor Evans' threat.

As you know, this is a matter of great concern TO my Secretary of
State. Indeed, he has taken the initiative and had a private meeting
with Mr Evans. I enclose a note of the meeting. Mr Evans showed
little interest in compromise. He reiterated his demands and argued
that the blame for the present situation lay with the Government
rather than with him.

From other discussions my Secretary of State has had, it has become
apparent that neither Mr Wigley nor Ir Thomas has much influence over
My Evans in this matter. He seems not to have consulted them in taking
his decision to go on hunger strike, nor does he appear susceptalble
to pressure from them now. In the circumstances, my Secretary of
State doubts whether a meeting between the Prime Minister and Messrs
Wigley and Thomas would be desirable or useful. The 2 MPs know that
the matter is of concern to the Government (although, as far as we
know, they have no inkling of my Secretary of State's private meeting
with Mr Evans). My Secretary of State has no reason to doubt the
genuineness of their concern, but equally he has no doubt that a
meeting with the Prime Minister would be exploited to give Plaid
Cymru the maximum poli He therefore advises against
the Prime Minister meeti ) ) )

I am copying this letter to John Hallidéy.

ireiipey

Private Secretary

N Sanders Esq

Private Secretary to the
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street
LONDON SWA1
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.’OUBTH CdAR~EL: NOTE OF A MEETING HELD AT COED YR LARLL ., QT FAGANS,

SOUTH GLAMNORGAK, AT 4 Pit OR MOHDAY 21 JULY 1980 B S
PRESENT: Rt Hon Hicholas Edg&rdsHP,'Secretary of State for Wales.
19y Mr Gwynfor Evans, Preszident, Baigd Cymru. 3

A,

oiqiﬂ}welﬁEvans,*Permanggt wecretary, Welsh Office.

The Secretary of State opened by thankiog lMr Evans for agreeing to
thls‘meetlng.- He felt it would be valuable to have a private exchanie

0f views on the question of tha 4th Channel instead of conductins Lhe
) ' gh newspaper articles. Mr Sdwards explaire:l
| _ Lhe question of the 4th Channel with no Yery set
views, just as he had had no very 8trong views on the order of -3 % B L Coilel
signs, a matter on which a pragmatic solution had now bLeen reachec.
Tha Party Manifesto had indeed pramised that Welsh language programnes
would come on to the 4th Channel but when he had ttaken office ne had .
Decome persuaded that there was a powerful cage for a different solutic
on the lines now proposed. There was no icdeal solution to this proble
but he noted that there had been distinguished Welshmen who had favoured
8 two-channel solution and until recently the announcement of the
nment's intentions had aroused few objections in Wales. . The
. Secretary of State referred to Mr Elis Thomas's speech in the Debate on
- the Broadcasting Bill apnd said that following that and as a matier of
compromige, the Government had put forward the idea of a Joint Committeec
‘He lnvited Mr Evaps to give his views., piogls e

Mr_Evans said that he and his associates had been campaigning for a
Velsh Channel for a decade. The case had been looked at by several
committees, all of whom bad advocated that solution. He himselfl had
always thought it essential to have 25 hours a week (notwithstanding
what was said in the previous Government's Yhite Paper) which meant 2.
hours at peak viewing time. The 4th Channel was essential to ensure
continuity. Separate services did not give a continuous block of
programmes or a flow of viewing time. A single Channel was the only
way of building up an audience. No solution was perfect but his was
the one which offered mast, & | L Gk -

The Secretary of State pointed out that this solution meant there would
be no non-peax iour programmes in Welsh, including programmes for
children and stressed that the new arrangements would stsrt in ¥ales

at the game time gs the Erglish 4tk Chsnnel. He raised the question of
finance which was one of the factors that bad led Lo his change of mind.
The anly way to bring about Mr Evans's solution was by substantial
Government subsidy, at least in the early years. He believed that this
would be stultifying and would effectively prevent vWelsh language TV
growih beyond thg 25 hours a week wanted by Mr Evans, i S

Mr Evans said that he was living in the heart of the problem. He

could personally testify ta the demaging effect of English television
particularly on Welsh speaking children. 1t was vital to get a
guarantee of 25 hours a week peak time from the very outset so that
listenera were guaranteed Welsh programmes at those hours. This

would not arise in the Government's slution - there would be, for
example, problems of fittinz the time into BBC2's other ashe&ulea_

quite apart fromn the unwillingness of BBC2 viewers in Wales to Zive up
peak hours to Welsh language programmes ., He noted that Icelend, a ;
small country, could afford 25 hours a week and that the Government ware |
prepared to spend substantial sums of money for TV for the Rhine Aroy. i
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A.ovemment which had no hesitation in spending £5,000 million or .
dreadful Trident misgiles conld surely firnd £5 pillion for a 4ty 05 .--
for Wales. Mr Evans repeated that only a 4th Channel could give
viewers the certainty that when they switched on at a given hour than
wonld be a Welsh lang'uage programme .

The Permanent Secretarz asked whether Mr Evansg' doubts would be eae
1f some arrangement could be worked out whereby ITV Welsh orogramzmes

followed consecutlvely on BBL Welsh programmes with no brezk or
intervention by other programmes. Was Mr Evans ﬂay1?c that YWelsh
vievers could not be bothered to gswitch channelsg? Mer Evans aaid th:
an arrangement such as tbat described would be a big sucp forwerd.
Later in the discussion he reverted to this point and said that it was
something which could be consideted. However he doubted whathar 4hs
BBC and IBA could be trusted to honour such an arrangement., The
question of guarantees was fundamental | ;

The discussion turned to Mr Evans's personal position., The Secretary
of State observed that there were different views abont the 4th Chanpel
amongst Welsh gpeakers themselves. Was the issue then of such
importance to Justify Mr Evans risking his own life with all the
consequences that would mean? He admired Mr Evans as a persop and he
found it difficult to believe that he would contemplate a destructive
and violent act which would atir emotion and violence ln.Ualeﬁ. W o B
Fdwards had within the last 2 or 3 days experienced such violence
directed at his own family. ' HBe appealed to Mr Evans to reconsider
hia pOBitian. | | YR

J

Mr Evans said that this was ‘the last fight he could make and it was the
Government who were being perverse. - It was they who had Chdﬂged tack. i}

Until the Home Secretary's Cambridge speech, Welgh people in Wales

- . genuinely believed that the long sought for goal of a Welsh channel hzad
been achieved. The 4th Channel had widespread support out of wales
also; he referred to a number of Kational newspapers which had backed
the idea. His own fast was not intended to stir up violence. His
- movement had always opposed violence. If there were people who were
bent an violace they would behave that way anyhow whether he fasted or not.
He would oe.maklng'arpeacefu; demonstration. Was the Secretary of
State saying that one was not now to demnnatrate agalnst the Government
in a non-violent wa,y '

The Secret of State said that he at111 hoped that some compromise
“could be jound.  But even if Mr Evans's demands could be met inm full, |
wonid the same technique of fasting then be adopted to bripng pressure |
o the Government over other issues ip Waleg? Mr Evans said it was |
ridiculous to suppose that this would bappen. But on the 4th Channel
there could be no compromise on the brosd principles. There was

deep Ieellng in Wales as was testified by the number of people who-were
refusing to pay for thar television licences, His family and friends

had gone to prison in the past for the language. 1f compromise was

what the Secretary of State wanted this could easily be achieved
“through his new committee. All Mr Edwards had to do was to convene ;
the Committee as soon ag the Broadcasting Bill was passed and instruct i |
it to plan a 4th Channel of 25 houra a.week and 3% haurs peak vxewlng [}
time every mshh R S
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The Secretary of State said that that was a strange concepnt of
COMPrOML SE . He referred to the complaints there would be from non-
Welsh speakers in Wales if they were deprived of all peak viewing Liro
on ITY 2. He believe' these would be much stronger than Mp Evans
envigazed, although he doubted if apnyone would actually fast Lo e
over themn. He appealed to Mr Evans agsin to think of the conszes n
of his proposed action. He, (Mr Edwards), did not feel the differi:
parties stocd all that far apart in their 1dea. - certalnly the gap
was pot such as Lo warrant such grave action as Mr Evans now
contemplated. He emphasised his aown personal desire gs Secretary of
State for Wales tg help the languagg and to avoid social dlaharmnay.

- Mr Fvans sald 72e pad taken full account of the llkely'consequences pe

~ before he decided on his action -~ he had discussed it at length with

friends and.hla family; He did aQ§ believe that violence would ensue.

g 4o The Secretarg or State concluded by'saylng that it had been right to
-~ exchange views, would reflect on the digcussion. He hoped that
- HMr Evans would do likewise and that cbannels of communication between

the two of thea could be kept 0pen.@y : 4 -

g 'QH& Beating en@ad at 5.25 pa ; 3
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