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Mr. Wnitelaw's Letter to Mr, Griffiths sbout Polige

May I sSuggest that it might be senszible to amplify

Mr. Whitelaw's letter by a small addition at the end of
paragraph 8. The following words woule, I think,
strengthen Mr, Whitelaw's case:

"In particular we must note that any solution for

police pay must be found within the context of the /L
cash limit system, and be consonant with the J LY
broader philosophy we wish to develop for dealing

-with a number of other difficult public ssctor (_4
pay cleims such as those for the riremen and the &P"

armed servicas."
"

The reasons for suggesting this small addition are, I hope',
obvigus,
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DRAFT REPLY FROM MR. WILLEAM WHITELAW TO MR. ELDON GRIFFITHS

) Thank you for your letter of the 7th Nevember, 1977 in which

you raised the questicn of the attitude of the Shadow Cabinet te

}»—Drvl Davies's Committee which ie reviewing the future of
the Palice Service.

As you know, I have consietently argued, for some time and
with the full support of my Shadow Cabinet colleagues, that the
police must be given a place in ihe natlional wagee league which .
would alleviate the persistent undermanning in the police mervice.

- I advocated cn the 12th July in the House of Commons an
independent inquiry intc Police pay and conditions. After a
great deal of damaging delay the Government finally accepted
this proposal.

Against this background it is e¢lear that the Shadow Cabinet
wiitl be guided by the reccmmendations of Judge Edmund Davies's
inquiry both on pay and ¢n the other aspects of police work and
negotiations which the ¢cmmittee is alss examining.

But pay is the crucial element at present. We fully accept
the need for an interim report on pay te be made as quickly as
. pessible.

We accept that the committee is and should be free to
recommend a degree of phasing of any pay award it recommends.

“ Obvicusly we cannoct commit ourselves to all the Davies n
Committee's recommendations before we know what they are.

the right to consldér the
& and this should

I should just like to add that we have made it perfectly
clear that one of the few areas wh re we believe we need to increase
public spending is on the police because the present deteriorating
crime situation combined with police undermanning poses a
sericue threat to our citizens,

gan

e
would certalnly want te tall reotly with the local authorities,
the Feolice Federation and senior poeliee officers about what
stepe should be taken to ensure that the police have the support
and resources they need to combat the growth of lawlesesnsss in
our soclety,
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