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IMPOUNDING OF PRIME MINISTER COF THE YEMEN REPUBLIC®*S AIRCRAET

g THE YEMENI AIRWAYS AIRCRAFT WHICH CAME TO COLLECT MR ABDUL
GHANT, PRIME MINISTER OF THE YEMNEN :

HIS VISIT TO BRITAIN (21-30 NCVEMBER) REMAINS STRANDED AT
HEATHREOW AIRPCRT UNDER A HIGH COURT NCTION TAEEN OUT BY
BRITISH MIDLAND AIRWAYS (BMA).
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INCONVENIENCE CAUSED AND THE LORD PRIVY SEAL SPOKE TG MR ABDUL

GHAKI ON THE EVENING OF THE INCIDENT. MR HURD ALSC EXPERESSED OUR :
DEEP REGRET IN TWO MEETIHCS WITH THE YAR AMBASSADOR. |

P (IF ASKED) HMG SOUGHT AND OBTAINED AN ASSURANCE (ORAL) EROM

BMA THAT NO ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST THE AIRCRAFT., IN THE

DYENT, DESPITE THIS ASSURANCE, AN INJUNCTION WAS OBTAINED BY BMA.

i, YEMENI AIRWAYSY SOLICITORS IM LOEDCN STILL HOPE TO OVERTURN
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6.  THE INCIDENT HAS SOURED UK/YAR RELATIONS AND UNDERMINED MUCH
OF THE GOODWILL GENERATED BY THE PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT. THE YAR
GCVERKMENT HAVE RECALLED THEIR AMBASSADOR AND STATED THAT THEY
LOOK TO HMG TO SECURE THE RELEASE OF THE AIRCRAFT SINCE WE HAD
CONVEYED THE ASSURANCE THAT NO ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST IT.
BMA CLAIM THAT THE ASSURANCE WAS ONLY GIVON ON CONDIZION Tiat
THEIK DISPUTE WITH YEMENI ATRWAYS FOR TWO MILLION POUNDS
COMPENSATION FOLLOWING CANCELLATION IN FEBRUARY 1978 OF A
LEASING CONTRACT WOULD BE RAISED IN THE OFFICTAL TALKS. NO
UNDERTAKING WAS GIVEN. 3

T. FEELING IN THE YAR CONTINUES TO RUN HIGH AND THERE
THAT THE ISSUE MICHT

1
1T ALSC APPEARS THAT YEMEN IS NOW

SUCH

HAVE REEN
EE MADE A 'GENERAL ARAB' ONE.
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