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T E L E G R A M NUMBER 222 OF 17 MAY 

INFO ROUT INE E E C P O S T S W A S H I N G T O N U K D E L NATO 

A N G L O - G E N / A N S U M M I T M E E T I N G : O F F I C I A L WWWMi RF A C T I QMS 
1. QUOTE THE P R O S P E C T S LOOK GOOD FOR E U R O P E AND GOOD FOR T H E 

A L L I A N C E U N Q U O T E . T H I S WAS THR S U M M I N G U P OF T H E F E D E R A L G O V E R N M E N T ' S 

V I E W A F T E R L A S T W E E K ' S M E E T I N G S IN LONDON BY A S E N I O R O F F I C I A L 

WHO WAS P R E S E N T . C H A N C E L L O R S C H M I D T I S R E P O R T E D TO HAVE TOLD H I S 

C A B I N E T THAT QUOTE T H I S I S A G O V E R N M E N T W I T H W H I C H WE CAN DO 

B U S I N E S S U N Q U O T E . L A M B S D O R F F T O L D ME L A S T N I G H T T H A T B O T H T H E • 

C H A N C E L L O R A N D G E N S C H E R WERE D E L I G H T E D W I T H T H E I R V I S I T TO 

L O N D O N . 

2. GERMAN M I N I S T E R S WERE P L E A S A N T L Y S U R P R I S E D T H A T THE P R I M E 

M I N I S T E R SHOULD IN F A C T HAVE GONE T H R O U G H W I T H T H E S U M M I T M E E T I N G 

W I T H I N HER F I R S T WEEK IN O F F I C E , I M P R E S S E D BY THE M A S T E R Y BY 

B R I T I S H M I N I S T E R S O F T H E I R B R I E F S W I T H I N S U C H A S H O R T S P A C E O F 

T I M E , AND D E L I G H T E D BY MANY OF T H E I N D I C A T I O N S W H I C H T H E Y 

O B T A I N E D OF NEW A C C E N T S IN A NUMBER OF P O L I C Y F I E L D S . T H E R E I S NO 

DOUBT T H A T THE C H A N C E L L O R WAS I M P R E S S E D AND F L A T T E R E D B Y T H E 

P R I M E M I N I S T E R . T H E A T M O S P H E R I C S OF T H E V I S I T WERE C L E A R L Y AS GOOD 

OR B E T T E R THAN COULD HAVE B E E N E X P E C T E D . T H E F E D E R A L A M B A S S A D O R 

IN L O N D O N , R U E T E , T O L D ME IN BONN T H I S W E E K ' T H A T THE C H A N C E L L O R ' S 

BACKGROUND B R I E F I N G TO GERMAN C O R R E S P O N D E N T S IN LONDON HAD B E E N 

U N U S U A L L Y B R I E F S I N C E T H E C H A N C E L L O R HAD NOT FOUND I T N E C E S S A R Y 

TO S A Y ' O F F THE R E C O R D A N Y T H I N G D I F F E R E N T OR A D D I T I O N A L TO WHAT HE . 

HAD S A I D ON T H E R E C O R D A T THE J O I N T P R E S S C O N F E R E N C E W I T H 

Y O U R S E L F AND THE P R I M E M I N I S T E R . T H I S HAS NOT A L W A Y S B E E N T H E C A S E 

IN T H E P A S T . IT IS O B V I O U S TO ME T H A T T H E P R I V A T E V I B E S ARE A S 

GOOD AS T H E P U B L I C O N E S . 

3 . ON P O L I C Y Q U E S T I O N S T H E G E R M A N S R E C O G N I Z E D T H A T E X C H A N G E S WOULD 

BE F A I R L Y G E N E R A L . B U T T H E T A C T I C OF G I V I N G THEM C L E A R S I G N A L S ON 

A S E L E C T E D NUMBER OF I M P O R T A N T S U B J E C T S HAS P A I D O F F . T H E M E S S A G E 

THAT HMG WERE D E T E R M I N E D TO A D O P T A MORE C O N S T R U C T I V E 

A P P R O A C H TO T H E COMMUNITY WHILE F I G H T I N G HARD FOR B R I T I S H I N T E R E S T S , 

WAS T H E S A L I E N T P O I N T WHICH T H E G E R M A N S B R O U G H T B A C K W I T H T H E M . 



THE C H A N C E L L O R HAS S A I D THAT THE F R G I S LOOK IMG FORWARD TO M O R ^ 

D I R E C T C O O P E R A T I O N W I T H BR 1 T A I N AS A F U L L Y C O M M I T T E D MEMBER C F n i i E 

C O M M U N I T Y . HE S H A R E S A G R E A T D E A L OF THE C O N C E R N S AND W O R R I E S OF 

HKG A B O U T SOKE OF THE W O R K I N G S OF THE COMMUNITY AND S P E C I F I C A L L Y 

HAS A S K E D FOR A S T U D Y TO B E DOME ON T H E B U D G E T F I G U R E S A B O U T 

WHICH T H E R E S E E M S TO E E F A I R C O N F U S I O N . I T ; : I N THE F E D E R A L 

G O V E R N M E N T . THE C H A N C E L L O R ' S O F F I C E R E C O G N I Z E T H A T P A R A D O X I C A L L Y 

IN A NUMBER OF F I E L D S THE RENEWED B R I T I S H C O M M I T M E N T TO P R O G R E S S -

THE COMMUNITY W I L L MAKE L I F E MORE D I F F I C U L T FOR T H E F E D E R A L 

R E P U B L I C ; O B J E C T I O N S BY HMG IN T H E " P A S T COULD IN P A R T AT L E A S T HAVE 

B E E N B R U S H E D A S I D E ON T H E GROUNDS T H A T T H E S E WERE S P O I L I N G T A C T I C S . 

T H E Y WOULD HAVE TO BE T A K E N MORE S E R I O U S L Y IN THE F U T U R E AND T H I S 

COULD BE P A R T I C U L A R L Y P A I N F U L FOR T H E F R G . 

k. THE G E R M A N S WERE A L S O P L E A S E D BY T H E E M P H A S I S P L A C E D ON T H E 

U K ' S C O M M I T M E N T TO THE A L L I A N C E , AS W E L L A S B Y T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R ' S 

E N D O R S E M E N T OF THE C H A N C E L L O R ' S S U P P O R T FOR S A L T I I . T H E Y 

R E C O G N I Z E D THAT T H E R E WERE D I F F E R E N C E S OF E M P H A S I S B E T W E E N THE TWO 

HEADS OF G O V E R N M E N T ON D E T E N T E B U T T H E C H A N C E L L O R D I D NOT F I N D 

MRS T H A T C H E R ' S SOMEWHAT HARDER P O S I T I O N ON E A S T / W E S T R E L A T I O N S IN 

ANY WAY D I S T U R B I N G . ' 

5 . THE ONLY AREA OF P O L I C Y WHERE T H E GERMAN S I D E FORESAW P R O B L E M S 

S O U T H E R : : : \ o \ L AND IN P A R T I C U L A R N N : . : : O I A . T H E 

C H A N C E L L O R IS R E P O R T E D TO BE E A G E R TO L E A R N THE OUTCOME OF THE 

G O V E R N M E N T ' S R E V I E W OF A F R I C A N P R O B L E M S ' . BUT THE G E R M A N S , W H I L E 

SOMEWHAT A P P R E H E N S I V E , ARE IN NO WAY S E E K I N G TO R U S H B R I T I S H 

M I N I S T E R S ON A MATTER W H I C H T H E Y R E A L I Z E IS C O M P L E X AND H I G H L Y 

S E N S I T I V E P O L I T I C A L L Y AND ON W H I C H T H E Y A C K N O W L E D G E THAT I T I S FOR 

THE UK IN THE F I R S T P L A C E TO MAKE U P I T S M I N D . 

6 . A L L IN A L L , THE S E C O N D THOUGHTS IN BONN ARE A S F A V O U R A B L E A S 

THE F I R S T I M P R E S S I O N S IN L O N D O N . ' 
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